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ANNEX 5 

RESPONDENT COMMENTS 

(1) Thames Valley Police 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – No objection 
Parking amendments – No objection 
 

In principle the Police have no objection providing the burden for enforcement of this restriction must NOT fall 
upon us. 
 
Our Policing priorities must be viewed in the context of the many other more pressing and demanding 
commitments which our officers face. 
 
New Government powers are currently being pursued by you as a Highway Authority allowing for you to lead 
on enforcement. Should this consultation receive greater support by the wider public I would strongly 
recommend this method of enforcement is taken and includes robust signage and engineering at all 
approaches. 
 
I am aware that Witney High Street has been closed under an Experimental Order as part of Covid 
Restrictions for many months but not convinced the level of signing and infrastructure in place ever complied 
with The Traffic Sign Regulations and General Directions.  Although the volume of traffic using the High Street 
had considerably decreased I am sure offending of the restriction remained high and this fact alone will need 
to be addressed by you should the restriction become permanent. 
 

(2) Witney Town Council Verbal reporting required [Meeting due on 06/12/21)] 

(3) Stagecoach West Bus 
Company 

 

Motor vehicle prohibition – Support 
Parking amendments – Support 
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Introduction - Stagecoach West, as the main operator of bus services in Witney and West Oxfordshire, has 

been in ongoing discussions about measures associated with implementation of a wide range of changes, that 

seek to support the higher prioritisation of active travel modes in particular, as well as public transport. 

 

We recognise that the Orders placed for consultation form an important part of the process for implementing 

some of these changes in the heart of the town centre. 

 

The proposed Orders effect the introduction of a ‘Prohibition of Motor Vehicles’ on the section of the High 

Street/Market Square between its junctions with Welch Way & Corn Street/Langdale Gate.  Vehicles to be 

exempt from the restriction will include buses, taxis, vehicles loading/unloading & those displaying a valid blue 

badge. 

 

The existing 30-minute (Mon-Sat 8am to 6pm) parking bays along the western side of Market Square will be 

converted to 3-hour ‘Disabled Persons Parking Places’ only. The existing arrangements for taxis and disabled 

parking elsewhere within the scope of the Orders will remain in place. 

 

We note the following reasons are advanced for the proposed Orders: 

 

 1)  help reduce the level of through traffic in Witney High Street and Market Square,  

2)  aid pedestrian accessibility and increase safety,  

3)  aid cycling accessibility and safety by reducing likelihood of conflict with other vehicles,  

4)  improve bus access and bus journey time reliability, and  
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5)  increase amount of blue badge parking at a key town centre location. 

 

The Context - Market Place is the hub of the local bus network within West Oxfordshire. The vast majority of 

services in the District call here, and all those serving the town on a regular basis. This includes both local 

links to surrounding towns and settlements such as Long Hanborough and Burford, and inter-urban 

connections, of which that to Carterton and Oxford are the most significant. 

 

It is very conveniently placed at the heart of the main shopping and service core. Additionally the Henry Box 

School is a very short distance away. As such maintaining this convenience of access, as well as assisting the 

safe and efficient circulation of buses to and through the area, should be seen to be “of the essence” in 

maximising the relevance and attractiveness of bus services to the public and supporting wider efforts to 

increase the share of journeys made by public transport. 

 

The Orders make permanent the current position established during the COVID pandemic on a temporary 

basis. We can confirm that this experience shows clearly that the objectives of the scheme have been met.  

 

In particular, more reliable and more efficient bus operations are now possible, because of the removal of 

through traffic from this area. The ability of buses to position onto and off the existing stops unimpeded by 

stationary vehicles – often illegally parked or waiting, has also measurably improved. This has a material 

influence on our ability to properly assist passengers with infirmities and disabilities. 

 

We would add that the left turn from Corn Street into Market Place presents a very tight radius. As such our 

buses need to use both sides of the Market Place carriageway, the northern arm of the existing mini-

roundabout. Since the implementation of the closure of this arm to general traffic, this manoeuvre is inherently 
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easier and safer as conflict with southbound general traffic within this northern arm has been largely 

eliminated.  

 

Following from this the repositioning of the mini roundabout dome is something that we would ask to be 

separately evaluated, but that is outside the scope of this consultation. 

 

The Position of Stagecoach West - In the light of the above discussion Stagecoach West is pleased to offer its 
unconditional and full support for the proposals. 

 

(4) OCC Public Transport 
Development Team 

 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Support 
Parking amendments – Support 

 
Bus use in Witney has historically suffered from a lack of a Unique Selling Point (USP) over the car when 

there is plentiful and nearby free parking available, which this proposal in part seeks to address. 

 

This proposal rebalances access to the town centre and gives bus services the priority they need and deserve, 

in light of the County Council’s own policies and the requirements of the climate emergency. The street will 

become a significantly more pleasant environment in which to spend time and provide priority access to 

parking spaces for those who really need it. 

 

There are several large free car parks within a very short distance of High Street and Market Square. In no 

way can it be argued that this proposal somehow restricts access to Witney town centre and will reduce 

footfall as a result. The road layout in Witney facilitates through traffic and access to the car parks from all 
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directions, which will continue to be the case. 

 

The provision of effective and relevant public transport services in west Oxfordshire is dependent on its 

attractiveness against the private car. In our view, this proposal is only one of several schemes that should be 

implemented to rebalance the transport inequity faced by bus users; the introduction of parking charges is 

perhaps the most important step that could be made in this regard. 

 

(5) Email response, 
(unknown) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Object 

 
I write to you to express my strong concerns and to express why I oppose the proposed prohibition of motor 
vehicles and parking restrictions currently being proposed for the High Street and Market Square in Witney.  
 
The primary reason for my opposition to this is supporting local businesses. Of 37 who were asked, 36 oppose 
this. After the unprecedented times they have just been through - surely, we have to listen to them and give 
them the best chance of bouncing back before imposing any further restrictions on them.  
 
There are those who will claim that their concerns are unfounded, not true even! Some will say that these 
restrictions don’t impact footfall and so on - But who knows best? Casual passers by or the business owners 
who witness it day in, day out and who are clearly better placed than any of us to judge what impact it has?  
 
I have studied the proposals and I see there are 5 key objectives of imposing these restrictions so I would like 
to comment on each one individually.  
 
• Help reduce the level of through traffic on Witney High Street and Market Square 
For what purpose and at what cost? These restrictions were initially put in as a temporary measure, under the 
guise of it being to assist in social distancing. Now those restrictions are being eased, you seem to want to 
claim it has other benefits. Obviously if you close a road to traffic, it will reduce the level of through traffic. But 
this traffic now goes elsewhere. I have seen Witan Way queued up from the High Street, as far back as to the 
Windrush Leisure centre as a result of this traffic being forced round - This as a consequence also leads to 
shoppers who have parked in Waitrose/Woolgate car park being unable to exit on to Witan Way. This has not 
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been thought through at all and simply moves a problem. If pedestrianisation of the High Street is to be 
considered, then like other towns that have adopted it - the rest of the road infrastructure must be improved 
first. Assess, plan and then integrate. This is just shoehorning in a solution off the back of the pandemic and it 
will benefit nobody.  
 
• Aid pedestrian accessibility and increase safety 
I sincerely hope that given you are tasked with considering these responses, you have visited Witney both pre-
pandemic and post-pandemic. You will note that there have been no major accidents caused by traffic on the 
High Street on record for at least 15 years. That is because, for a pedestrian this road could not be any safer. 
It has a 20 mph speed limit. 4 separate crossings with traffic management systems in place and raised humps. 
It has very wide pedestrian sidewalks, on one side of High Street these are raised 4 - 7 feet above the road. It 
could not be safer or more accessible. When the "temporary restrictions" were in place, there was still nobody 
walking in the additional space because there was simply no need. I also realise you are still proposing to 
allow buses, taxis etc to use the road so this will not be pedestrianisation. It makes no sense on safety 
grounds, whatsoever.  
 
• Aid cycling accessibility and reduce risk of conflict with other vehicles 
As a keen cyclist, I find this one bizarre. We live in an area where a cyclist has miles of countryside to explore 
when out for leisure. If wanting to head into town, then the High Street is safer than almost all of the roads that 
lead to it so this appears to have just been added here as virtue signalling? Trust me, if any cyclist makes it to 
The High Street in Witney then the most dangerous part of their journey, and risk of "conflict with other 
vehicles" is already behind them.  
 
• Improve bus access and bus journey time reliability 
Again, I don’t really buy this as something this will improve. Unlike many towns, Witney's High Street has 
special bays for buses which make them stopping much safer and prevents them from disrupting the flow of 
traffic. I spoke with a bus driver who regularly drives the S1 and S2 route from Carterton to Oxford and he 
confirmed that The High Street in Witney has very little impact on them missing their targeted stop times. The 
A40 congestion around Eynsham, A4095 Eynsham Road and Botley Road in Oxford however cause huge 
disruption and uncertainty.  
I would argue these restrictions actually cause a greater bottleneck of traffic at the West End / Oxford Hill 
junction which the buses will then get caught in.  
 
• Improve the level of blue badge parking available 
Witney is blessed with free parking, some of which is fairly close to the town centre for those who do not suffer 
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with mobility issues. There are many ways to improve further parking for disabled motorists without needing to 
pedestrianize the High Street.  
 
 
I hope what you can see from each individual point above is that none of the points, either stood alone or 
collectively amount to anything that suggests these proposals are sound or worth carrying forward.  
 
I have spoken with business owners and as mentioned previously, 36 out of 37 of them oppose these 
changes. Some of them are terrified of the consequences if these temporary restrictions are made permanent. 
Now, more than ever we all need to get behind local businesses and support them. That involves listening to 
them and engaging on solutions that are more suitable.  
 
Whilst there may be a case for pedestrianisation working in the long term - anybody who knows Witney knows 
that it needs a longer term infrastructure plan putting in place first. There are examples all over the U.K where 
these measurements have been rushed into towns and the High Streets have died a quick death as a result. 
On the other hand, when careful planning is carried out, supporting architecture put in place and then the 
measures implemented at the correct time - it can be successful. But the other bits have to be done first.  
 
We would all love an idyllic town centre, with no traffic and plenty of customers perusing all the local shops in 
clean air, of course we would. These proposals don't do that.  
 
Please listen to the concerned residents, please listen to the 36 High Street businesses who are fighting for 
survival and please reject these proposals and open Witneys High Street for business again!  
 
Then... come back with a plan on how we can rejuvenate our wonderful Town Centre. 
 

(6) Local Business, (Witney, 
Market Square) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Object 

 
As a local business with staff members who need to travel around the vicinity throughout the working day, we 
have noticed a considerable increase in traffic on all the other roads due to the closure of the High Street – 
journeys of 1.5 miles are currently taking up to half an hour.  
 
Market Square and Church Green have had a reduction in parking due to the Angel Pub and the Fleece being 
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permitted to put tables on the highway – this is still in place despite these two locations having no outside 
customers in November. The Angel pub’s tables are so positioned that traffic is now trying to squeeze through 
the street outside Thomas Merrifield’s in two directions when it is only wide enough for a single lane of traffic. 
This is outside our office and causes further delays. 
 
The congestion at the time when Henry Box school closes for the day is considerable.  
 
Our productivity has been affected by the temporary closure of the High Street, the reduction in parking and 
the additional congestion caused by hospitality taking over the street for tables – we would urge you to return 
the area to the pre-covid conditions, please. 
 
 

(7) Local Business, (Witney, 
Market Square) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Object 

 
On behalf of my firm, I respond to your letter dated 3/11/21. 
 
It is sad that a long and historically established town such as Witney should lose a major vehicle thoroughfare 
and the resultant bustle that represents passing trade.  Market Square, the Buttercross and High Street remain 
the centre of town and its ambiance must be preserved and improved. 
 
1. Access for commercially-related vehicles must be preserved in the High Street and Market Square for 
the collection and supply of goods to all the affected retailers and other business operations located in and 
around the proposed restricted area.  During the last two years there have been conflicts between delivery 
vehicles with parked taxis at the latter’s temporary extension on the eastern side of Market Square, especially 
in the immediate area facing 47 to 49 Market Square, Witney.  There has had to be double parking at times 
when parked taxis obstructed access to retail businesses for hand-trucked deliveries.  
 
2. As a matter of urgency please restore the taxi parking to the specifically marked taxi area so that 
business vehicles will have limited-time access to 47 to 49 Market Square again.  In my experience over the 
last two years, the number of parked taxis waiting for fares has not exceeded 5 in number at any one time, so 
the temporary extended line of taxi parking is no longer required. 
 
3. The High Street and Market Square are pedestrian and vehicle routes for carnivals and processions, 
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usually in a southerly direction, and should be retained thereby necessitating temporary openings of the road.  
The proposed street furniture should allow wide road openings when required. 
 
4. There should be a vehicle 20mph speed restriction along the whole of High Street and Market Square.  
It is noted that with fewer vehicles accessing the area since March 2020, many of those vehicles, including 
public transport, have been witnessed driving at excessive speeds, especially at night putting pedestrians in 
danger.  This is a matter of urgency, now that the new disabled parking area has been created and is likely to 
become permanent. 
 
5. Please remove the outside eating area at the Buttercross to restore the important lost 2 hour parking 
spaces and also to stop the current conflicting traffic movements into and out of Church Green.  The Angel etc 
is now fully operational inside. 
 

(8) Email response, 
(unknown) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Object 

 
We are very lucky in Witney to have a thriving town centre which is well used unlike a lot of other similar towns 
elsewhere in the country which have seen the closure of many shops and services for multiple reasons - too 
many to mention here. 
 
Albeit small we have a good market twice a week offering on the whole low mileage food of high quality and 
other goods.  It is well frequented and often a meeting place on those aforementioned days.  There is a lot of 
concern amongst the market traders that if the road were to be closed permanently this would greatly affect 
the footfall and the ability of customers to collect goods by car particularly fruit and vegetables.  I shop weekly 
at the stalls and have relied in the past on being able to either use the half hour parking facilities or drop by to 
pick up very heavy bags.  I’m not elderly, infirm or in any way incapacitated but would have to think quite 
seriously about using the market as carrying often extremely heavy bags back to the car park is just too much 
or would involve several cumbersome trips backwards and forwards.  The same applies to the Farmers 
Market, the butchers, the sandwich shop and other retail outlets. 
 
We are extremely lucky to have many independent outlets in the town and I know many people pride 
themselves on being able to buy from these food suppliers etc to help the small trader flourish. The larger 
supermarkets will always flourish and always provide adequate parking for its customers.  Unfortunately, the 
smaller traders do not have the luxury of choice over parking facilities it would seem.  
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While Covid has disrupted all our lives it has taken its toll on particularly small traders but Witney has shown 
good resilience because of the town residents do all they can to support smaller businesses.  With continued 
reduced vehicular access to these areas there is often a decline in the public continuing to use them.  The 
issue of closing the road may not have been an issue had it not been for lockdown and traffic appeared to flow 
well through the High Street with ample provision for crossing places before this time. The pavements are 
wide, particularly around the market square and on the road opposite sheltering pedestrians from traffic.  
Without traffic flowing through the High Street other roads will become clogged up because of the diversion.  
With more and more houses being built in the town the traffic problem will only increase and the other roads 
will become more and more difficult to navigate. 
 
We have enough coffee shops in Witney already and the idealistic dreams of having a cafe culture on the 
closed road will result in more coffee shops trying to compete for business and this often results in the small 
independent traders being squeezed out. 
 
If the decision for the road closure goes ahead then I feel it is imperative that neither buses nor taxis should be 
allowed either.  It should be a total shutdown.   I’m certainly not in favour of the road closure in any 
circumstance but a half-hearted attempt would be insulting to those who derive no benefit of not being able to 
drive their car there, park for 30 minutes and frequent the shops/stalls as well as providing good access 
through the town road network.  It worked well before so why change it now.  Any benefits of reduced 
emissions in this area would result in increased emissions elsewhere in the town. 
 
We have a beautiful market town centre - please don’t damage it by making it a ghost town. 
 

(9) Email response, 
(unknown) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – No opinion 

 
I Am against the proposed vehicle access / closure of witney high street and market square. 
 

(10) Local Resident, 
(Witney, Rowan Drive) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Object 
 
We would like to object to the plans on the basis that  
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• The measures were originally imposed to allow social distancing and that made sense but that is no longer a 
requirement and therefore the expectation was that things would return to normal as regards access.  The aim 
of reducing the level of traffic in Witney High Street and Market Square just seems to be detrimental to the 
businesses there.  
 
• We believe that the measures are strongly opposed by the majority of traders in the High Street and have 
signed a petition against them in Sandwich de Witney.  Not being able to access the 30 minute parking spaces 
that used to exist means that stopping briefly to go into places like Sandwich de Witney or other food outlets is 
more difficult and it makes people think twice or go elsewhere (although we accept that there is ample free 
parking in Witney not that far away).  We also used to regularly use those spaces when dropping off items to 
the Helen & Douglas House Charity Shop or to pop into the bank.  
 
• Another issue is that the measure doesn’t stop all traffic so it has not created a pleasant area in which to 
shop.  It is still a road and there is still a need to look out for buses, cars, bicycles and taxis all of which are 
able to use it.  We are not aware of the area having been highlighted as having particular safety issues for 
pedestrians and cyclists having shopped in the area for many years including when our children were babies 
and then attended the local infant/primary schools.   
 
• Witney, probably like other towns, has a large number of empty shops and so it would seem sensible to do 
everything possible to encourage people into the town to spend money.  Closing the road off seems to do the 
opposite of that and has made the centre of the town look desolate and rather run down.  Having lived in 
Witney since 1990, it is very sad to see how many shops have closed down recently both in the High Street 
and in Marriotts Walk which seems, unfortunately, to be becoming surplus to requirements in terms of shop 
units.    
 
• There were disabled parking spaces outside Boots which were removed when the pavement/pedestrian area 
was widened originally to allow social distancing.  It would make sense for those spaces to be restored.  The 
parking spaces proposed do not necessarily appear to be ideal for disabled spaces because of the height 
differential between the road and the pavement with access to the pavement by steps.   
 
In summary we supported the temporary measures to allow social distancing but do not think that they should 
be continued permanently as we believe they are damaging to the town centre and to the businesses that are 
on that stretch of the High Street/Market Square.   
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(11) Email response, 
(unknown) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – No opinion 

 
I would like to register my very strong opposition to the permanent closure of the above to general traffic for 
the following reasons: 
 
It will be the death of High Street businesses operating from there. Witness ‘Sandwich de Witney’ and other 
businesses there who have already petitioned WODC on this and had many supporters. 
 
It is very difficult to drive around Witney already and the strain on Corn Street and Witan Way has been 
ridiculous since High Street has been closed to general traffic. It is almost impossible at peak times to exit 
Waitrose Car Park (and others) onto Witan Way. 
 
Many people ignore the restriction anyway and there is no-one to effectively police this. This in itself is 
dangerous as cars that shouldn’t be there simply speed through. 
 
The priorities at the Market Square mini-roundabout are subsequently confusing and this is made doubly bad 
by the closure of the stretch of road outside the ‘The Angel’ pub. This is difficult to understand as it is now 
Winter and the Pub therefore aren’t even using these street tables. My office overlooks this roundabout and 
both myself and my colleagues have witnessed and experienced many ‘near misses’ as this roundabout 
cannot operate as usual and is difficult to fathom for motorists. 
 
I sincerely hope that OCC are not merely going through this exercise of inviting our views as a ‘tick box’ 
procedure and that the Witney public’s views are actually taken into account and I seek reassurance from you 
on this please. 
 
I understand that the vast majority were against the closure to traffic of the High Street in the first place but 
were ignored. 
 

(12) Email response, 
(unknown) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Object 

 
My feeling is that the plan to severely restrict traffic in this area would result in a serious diminution to the 
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sense of vitality of Witney as a traditional Oxfordshire County town. This effect has already begun to show 
itself. The viability of a number of shops will be imperilled, and l think the very existence of the twice weekly 
market will eventually be called into question. I believe there are fewer stalls than there used to be: if the 
fruiterers departed that could prove fatal as they are the biggest draw. Prior to the current temporary 
restrictions (which it is proposed should become permanent) many customers would park for a short period in 
the High Street/ Market Square area do their shopping and depart:  it was a continuous and efficient way of 
enabling customer satisfaction and business activity. The availability of those parking spaces, and the traffic 
flow both ways in the High Street was the town's life blood, and crucially for all the adjoining businesses. 
 
I think that for innumerable visitors to Witney their sense of the attractiveness of Witney will have been derived 
from the view that opens up of St Mary's and Church Green. This view is seen to best advantage when driving 
up the High Street and alongside the Market Square. By closing off this route to traffic, and the availability of a 
place to stop, will have the tendency to reduce the travellers Witney experience as well reduce the 
accessibility of the town centre to those who live here. 
 I am afraid it is a planner’s pipe dream that Witney is going to become a town of cyclists, Corn Street has 
recently had cycle lanes painted on it making creating a confusing muddle of signs but no cyclists use the 
lanes. 
 
The best way to improve traffic flow in Corn Street is to remove the pinch points. These regularly cause 
delays, some quite lengthy. If the pinch points were replaced by Zebra crossings or request stop lights, traffic 
flow would be much improved both into and out of the Market Square/ High Street area. 
 
I think that the Disabled Parking Spaces down the whole length of one side of the Market Square area of the 
High Street is over generous and was probable introduced as part of your plan to create a no parking area for 
ordinary cars in the High Street. Half the number of Disabled Spaces in that area would be reasonable with 
two established on the Taxi Rank side. 
 
A further reason for not closing off traffic in the High Street is that it will turn Welch Way and Corn Street into a 
mini inner ring road. Welch way presents enough problems at the moment with the delays at the traffic lights, 
then the Hospital turn and more recently, for some reason, difficulties with busses. The difficulties with buses 
is even more pronounced at the bottom end of Corn Street, with the depot, buses parking up on the side of the 
road as well as bus stops and now cycle lanes to add to the mix, fortunately there are no cyclists. 
 
My feeling is that it will be a serious mistake if the proposed plans for the High Street/Market Square area of 
Witney are adopted. I hope the scheme is not approved and the pre Covid arrangements are restored with one 
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or two amendments. 
I will be grateful if the contents of this email are brought to the attention of those who eventually decide this 
matter. 
 

(13) Local Resident, 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Support 
 

I have grave concerns if you retain the High Street and Market Square in its present form as partial pedestrian 
only. 
I say 'partial' because I have observed, when using my power chair in Witney Town, that people are believing 
there to be no traffic passing up and down the High Street and Market Square. As a result people are not 
looking before they cross at any point along the road. It is an accident waiting to happen. 
 
There are taxis travelling up and down the road and doing U-turns in the road; there are buses travelling in 
both directions; there are delivery vans; there are unlawful vehicles also ignoring the restriction signs. 
I have seen this on lots of occasions. 
 
I regard the Market Square parking by the tall wall, on the hill, to be unsuited to disabled parking. It is not safe. 
The Blue Badge Issue requires people to have their mobility affected due to a specific health reason which 
restricts the ability to walk. To get out on a hill and negotiate the steep steps to mount onto the safety of the 
pavement does not in my view constitute qualification to use a blue badge. Some people may disagree with 
this view. 
 
I have sympathy for the small independent shops who are losing trade because drivers can no longer use the 
parking area on the hill in Market Square. I believe this should be restored for short stay so that passing trade 
can be restored. I believe it to be an unsafe area for disabled drivers. 
 
I am so pleased that disabled parking for Blue Badge Holders is restored in the High Street. I believe that it 
could be extended beyond Boots the Chemist as far as the closed previous optician. I think that there should 
be at least two spaces on the other side of the road near Dentons and on the flat part of the pavement. 
You have already extended the taxi rank uphill. It now should be marked so people know it is extended as far 
as the sandwich bar. 
 
The myth that the idea is to try and cut emissions etc. goes out of the window when one realises that the new 
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fleet of buses using this area are not electric.  Stagecoach had the opportunity to change them to electric but 
declined to do so. Many taxis are diesel engines. Many delivery vans are diesel. More private cars are now 
electric where people can afford them. 
The myth that it is pleasant to have pavement cafes is also defunct. This part of the High Street does not have 
pavement cafes because the pavement is too narrow and there are no cafes along there. 
 
Which brings me to the further part of the High Street after the Methodist Church. There are no Blue Badge 
parking spaces available along this stretch of the High Street. There are many café outlets in this part and 
interesting shops and hairdressers and yet disabled drivers cannot access any of these facilities. There needs 
to be some Blue Badge spaces along this stretch as far as the traffic lights. It is essential that this group of 
people can fully access their High Street all the way along. The cafes are an added reason to provide some 
Blue Badge parking. 
 
Because of the above reasons I think that the High Street and Market Square be restored for normal use for 
everyone with additional Blue Badge spaces provided further along High Street. 
The High Street needs to be a bubbling, vibrant environment to be enjoyed by all. It also needs to be fully 
inclusive from Boots to the traffic lights before the bridge. 
 

(14) Email response, 
(unknown) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Object 
 

For many years, Witney was considered to be one of the more successful towns, for three particular reasons: 
 
(1) It had plenty of free parking. 
(2) Shops were largely kept in the centre, rather than on out-of-town industrial estates. 
(3) The High Street was kept open. 
 
When the High Street originally closed, most people accepted it as a temporary covid measure, although it 
was rather unsafe at the Welch Way end, because of traffic entering on the wrong side of the road where 
people cross. Most shops were had not re-opened, so there was little opposition from businesses. 
There were local elections, but not one candidate mentioned the road closure in their leaflets. It has given the 
impression, therefore, of being sneaked in without people being aware. Few people knew about the last 
opinion poll and I’m not sure how many know about this one. People were asked whether they felt safer, but 
few ever felt unsafe, except at night. 
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Over 800 people voted to keep the closures, including taxis, buses and some people who live near the town 
centre. Of course, they are glad to have a quiet road all to themselves. However, there are tens of thousands 
of people who live on the edges of Witney, or in surrounding villages and towns, who come into shop. Witney, 
after all, is a market town. The town needs the custom of thousands, not just hundreds. 
 
Driving in is a necessity for some people, not something they just do for fun to clog up roads. Just because a 
person doesn’t have a blue badge, it doesn’t mean they can walk far and carry heavy or bulky items. Those 
with painful backs, hips or knees, lung diseases, recovering from operations etc, struggle to walk. Those with 
other medical issues, such as gut or prostate problems, need to be near toilet facilities and are unable to use 
buses. Many older people are unable to carry heavy or bulky items from shops in Corn St (such as the pet 
shop), or from the market square, back to Waitrose car park. The half-hour parking places near Marlborough 
Lane were ideal, as were the places at the end of Church Green, also shut off at the present time. 
 
Some people using quick food outlets are working from vans in different locations each day. They should be 
able to pull up outside to buy refreshments. People who want to take fish and chips home need to do the 
same. If these businesses are ruined, it will be entirely due to this closure. 
 
At night, groups of lone people like to meet out for a meal. Women on their own like to park nearby because 
walking through Langdale Gate to the carpark behind, can be unpleasant and feel unsafe with groups of rowdy 
youths. 
 
The closure seems to have been done just so that politicians can show that they have reduced traffic coming 
into Witney. Of course, they ignore the fact that traffic is piled up on Witan Way, as the only alternative route 
through the town, causing more air pollution than moving traffic. If the town centre dies and shops close, it will 
be seen as a traffic-reducing success. Of course, some people will shop more online or use supermarkets on 
the edge of town, without bothering to visit the small shops in the centre. Some closed centres, such as 
Hertford, seem to be a success, but there are only cafes, charity shops and estate agents left. 
 
One politician compared Witney Town centre with Oxford City centre. This shows very little understanding of 
the needs of Witney and its shops. A city centre solution for traffic problems is not the same as that for a 
market town without comparable traffic. 
 
Lastly, I would say that Witney town centre was very pleasant looking, with previous councils working hard to 
keep it so. Now it looks like a junk-hole with planter barricades, making it look like some city suburb. 
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I would urge you to open up the town centre again for everyone, not a chosen few. 
 

(15) Email response, 
(unknown) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Object 
 

l am now adding a supplement on the current state of shop occupancy in the relatively small area bounded by 
the War Memorial at the top end of the area in question and the Boots store, which seems to mark the lower 
end of the Market Square. 
 
In this prime location there are five attractively located but empty shops; a double fronted one on the Square 
next to the Corn Exchange, the shop on the central island that was an opticians that looks across the High 
Street, two adjoining premises opposite the Cross Keys pub and the old Argos store. All these shops have 
been empty for between about one to four years. There has been a double fronted shop that the Town Council 
have taken over fairly recently. Within this central area there are four substantial shops all in attractive 
locations which are charity shops. As you will be aware the incidence of charity shops in prime locations is 
usually taken an indicator of area on the margins of suffering from commercial difficulties. 
 
Banning general traffic movement and parking from the High Street/Market Square area will, in my opinion, 
only aggravate the situation for current businesses and deter new ones from setting up. 
I would be grateful if you could bring this email to the attention of those who will decide this matter. It is my 
hope that those who make the decision are all familiar with Witney. 
 

(16) Email response, 
(unknown) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Object 
Parking amendments – Object 
 

Please return the High Street to pre covid traffic arrangements. I live adjacent to Witan Way and have noticed 
a substantial increase in traffic due to the High Street restrictions. Also the town has lost its BUZZ way. 
 

(17) Local Resident, 
(Witney, Swan Court) 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition – Concerns 
Parking amendments – No opinion 
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I am very concerned about the partial closure of Witney High Street. While it is quite pleasant for pedestrians 
to be able to walk about in a fairly traffic free area this does seem to be causing concern among traders, both 
shops and market. We don't need anything that discourages trade, and this does seem to take all the life out 
of the street. I would like to see traffic brought back to liven the place up. Witney has always been a busy 
place: we must keep it so.  
 
I have lived in the area for over 60 years and these restrictions aren't doing Witney any favours. Don't let 
Witney die. 
 

(18) 
As an individual 
(Yelford, Yelford) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Taking traffic away from the night street will but the blood flow 
Off to local businesses. Keep the traffic going through the high street for the survival of local businesses that 
already have expensive rates and rents 
 

(19) 
As an individual 
(Woodstock, Banbury 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I have seen the results of similar schemes in another town and they were detrimental to businesses and the 
'life' of the high street. One of Witney's characteristics is its busy high street so let's not do anything to take 
that away. I believe footfall on the High Street will drop if this measure is introduced. I am a non-driver and 
regularly shop in Witney. I have always found it easy to cross the street even with the High Street fully open to 
vehicles as drivers often give way at the raised areas of the road. 
 

(20) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxfordshire, 
Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
continuing the restrictions is killing high street businesses 
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(21) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Market Square, 
Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
By closing the road has turned the centre of Witney a nightmare to drive in, I live 100 yards from the road 
closure, buses are always blocking the roundabout, and now since the closure of the road it’s even harder to 
park a car , end up parking a side street and annoying other residents as I’m parking out side there home 
 

(22) 
As an individual 
(Witney Standkake, Manor 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney enjoys a huge advantage as a shopping and leisure destination because it is so car friendly as a result 
of WODC free parking policy. The proposal will limit access to shops and create unnecessary barriers to 
movement around the town. 
 

(23) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY - Resident, 
Farmhouse Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
1) There has been a direct correlation between the start of current restrictions and falling revenue of local 
independent business. 36 out of 37 independent traders object to the current restrictions. Please listen to their 
voice and concern as this is a very substantial majority. Witney has already lost local businesses like 'Pobi' 
and many nationwide retails business have left the town. Debenhams, Argos, Wittards, McKays, The 
Edinburgh Woolen Mill and many of these shops remain empty. The independent shops bring vibrancy to the 
town and they have suffered enough from Covid, let alone from these restrictions. Please don't let Witney 
become a town centre of just coffee shops, please don't let these '36' suffer anymore, and please do not let 
local jobs be lost, impacting the local economy. 
2) There has not been any consultation with any of the local business in the 'Restriction Area' about impact to 
trade. 
3) The lockdown ended on the 19th July, all walks of life were back to pre-covid times, however the Council 
responsible for the restrictions kept them in place. Again, without any prior consultation to local businesses. 
4) Severe bottlenecks are now being created in Witney as a result of these restrictions where traffic has found 
'rat runs' elsewhere. Corn Street has become increasingly busier with many vehicles driving on parts of the 
pavement to allow for the flow of traffic. This is the opposite of what OCC want to achieve in it's Statement of 
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Reasons point number 2) aid pedestrian accessibility and increase safety.Church Green too has now become 
busier then ever before, and this is dangerous given that Henry Box and St Mary's schools are there. 
5) The current restrictions are bringing motorists and pedestrians in direct conflict to levels never seen before. 
Pedestrians are not looking when they cross the road, believing the High Street is fully pedestrianised. OCC 
should speak to bus drivers and local taxi firms to understand this. The situation is now is 'like for like' as for 
what Cornmarket Street in Oxford used to be. OCC should either fully pedestrianise the High Street with NO 
TRAFFIC at all, except for delivery drivers. No buses, cycles, motor bikes, taxis, or lift the restrictions fully.  
6) The passing of traffic as a Crime Deterrent at night has been lost. Passing traffic has been proven to reduce 
levels of crime as 'someone is always watching' when vehicles are passing through on roads. High Street has 
become a very quiet place after 6pm, and could soon become a 'no go' zone at night if the restrictions remain. 
How many times have the Police appealed for drivers with Dash Cam footage? This will be lost. 
7) OCC Proposal of Reasons - Number 1 -  help reduce the level of through  
traffic in Witney High Street and Market Square. Where are the traffic surveys proving this? The 'before' 
restrictions and 'during' figures? Please can details of the study be provided for public viewing? Many Witney 
residents, such as myself, know that this part of Witney has never been the issue for traffic congestion in the 
Town Centre. The real problems are from Halifax on the High Street, through Bridge Street and to Oxford Hill 
going East. A link road would have resolved this. OCC know that anyone in Witney who wants to travel from 
West to East is forced to go via the High Street (outside of the restrcition zone) and travel through Bridge 
Street to Oxford Hill or Woodstock road. This remains unresolved. 
8) OCC Proposal of Reasons Number 3 -aid cycling accessibility and safety by reducing  
likelihood of conflict with other vehicles. Safety has deteriorated since the restrictions have been in place. 
Pedestrians and vehicles are being pushed into direct conflict over confusion of who owns the space on the 
road. This section of the High Street has never been this dangerous to pedestrians as it is now. To add, when 
the traffic humps were first introduced into what is now the restricted area, they were clearly painted in on the 
pavement, 'look right'. This was a safety measure used to advise pedestrians that they simply cannot cross 
without looking right for approaching traffic. Why have these notices been allowed to fade away? They need to 
be repainted. 
9) OCC Proposal of Reasons - Number 4 - improve bus access and bus  
journey time reliability - This has never been an issue, Corn Street is. Likewise please provide evidence of Bus 
journey time reliability 'prior' to the restrictions and 'during?'. Please can details of the study be provided for 
public viewing? 
10) OCC Proposal of Reasons - Number 5 increase amount of blue badge parking at key  
town centre location - Blue badge parking can be made anywhere in the Town Centre and is currently well 
used by blue badge holders. 
11) The current restrictions are causing traffic choas at mini-roundabout at the Buttercross. Vehicles are being 
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forced into a very small area, coming from all directions. Please come to Witney to see. 
 
 

(24) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Abbey road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Why change the town was much more active before the current restrictions now it is a ghost town. There will 
be no businesses left soon. And I would like to understand who has given the Angel and the Fleece 
permission to take over parking spaces, I hope they are paying for them? No objection to traffic restrictions on 
Friday and Saturday evenings through the summer to encourage local bands to entertain the population. 
 

(25) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Apley way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Many businesses are fundamentally being compromised by the changes. 
 

(26) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ashcombe 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s now difficult to transport my children to activities in central Witney. I am concerned about the impact 
restrictions are having on local businesses. 
 

(27) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ashdale Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Making Witney car unfriendly. Lots of people drive from villages to shop. Town centre struggling more and 
more 
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(28) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bellenger way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s a silly decision just like the one to waste money on the cycle lanes up corn street. 
 

(29) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Blake’s Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It has killed the town centre for shopping and the traffic around the town at peak times is now a major concern. 
The fact that disabled parking and buses still use the road mean it is not completely pedestrianised so the 
road may as well be open for the rest of the traffic… 
 

(30) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Blake’s avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Because it has an impact on our local businesses which we should be supporting in such hard times 
 

(31) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bramble bank) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It's killing the high street. Reopen the road 
 

(32) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The road should remain open as with it shut it segregates the old Market Square from the new town 
development meaning a lot of traders in the old part do not get people visiting their shops.  Parking was 
restricted to a short time but was perfect if I needed to quickly drop off shop takings to the bank or collect 
change.  In the evening if visiting a restaurant being able to park closeby was extremely useful and I felt safer 
than walking to one of the main car parks. 
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(33) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Chedworth Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Proposal is restrictive for trade and business.  Unnecessary for a small market town with little traffic. Creates 
inconvenience for residents. The exact reasons, apart from the pathological desire to remove cars from 
Oxfordshire entirely, for this decision have not been presented.  The benefits have not been clearly articulated, 
if at all. 
 

(34) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Chedworth Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This is crippling not aiding the High Street. Businesses will close as a result which will detrimentally impact our 
local economy and add to of environmental footprint with even more people being forced to leave the town to 
get what they need/want. 
 

(35) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cogges hill road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
For decades the high street access has been crucial for traffic flow through Witney and also access to the 
shops there. Since the restrictions I cannot believe how quiet the high street is even on weekends. Witney has 
never been so quiet and I feel this is largely down to restrictions in place 
 

(36) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Should be open to traffic, losing it is pointless takes life out of centre 
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(37) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
My husband has mobility issues and lacks strength.  He cannot get a blue badge. The distance he is now 
forced to walk is too far. There is no consideration for the elderly people in this and it was forced upon us. 
People like us will not be able to shop where we live now . 
 

(38) 
As an individual 
(Witney, corn st) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Local trade will be affected detrimentally 
 

(39) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn st) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Originally done to allow social distancing. No need for restrictions now. Businesses are being affected 
 

(40) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The hustle and bustle of the town has been lost. It is creating traffic else where. And the loss of the parking 
spaces stops you just nipping to get a sandwich etc quickly during lunch or running a quick errand 
 

(41) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high street needs to be opened up to allow access to the small businesses that operate there. There is no 
need for the increase width to the pavements. Nobody needs to walk in the road. 
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(42) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cotswold meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Less footfall unable to park for vegetable market, drop off charity shop items.  Town centre feels much less 
vibrant and it will not encourage retailers to occupy empty units . 
 

(43) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crofts) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The proposed benefits can be disputed on grounds of safety. The high street seems quite and keeps shoppers 
at bay as well as disadvantaging those who need easy access 
 

(44) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crundel Rise) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Loss of business to High Street shops. We don’t want to lose more shops and businesses. I believe most of 
them object to the proposals. Short term parking on High Street enables more customers to visit the shops. 
 

(45) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Deerpark) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Leave high street open 
 

(46) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ducklington lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s killed the High St, shops report trade is down, the atmosphere has gone and there is no bustle anymore, it 
has shunted loads of traffic to other roads. 
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(47) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ducklington lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Nothing wrong with how it was. The council have acted disgracefully in using Covid as an excuse to close the 
road. It takes no notice of the community that live in Witney but continue to carry out it’s ridiculous anti car 
campaign as in Oxford. This is Witney listen for a change! Also it’s not democratic to persue one line of 
consultation get out on the streets and ask. 
 

(48) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eastfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Oppose due to impact on the small independent businesses 
 

(49) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Empson Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I feel like it’s completely unnecessary it’s creating serious traffic issues in the other parts of town and it’s 
having a impact on the town centre. 
 

(50) 
As an individual 
(Witney, French close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Causing traffic problems around the rest of the town. Traffic has always been a problem, however the closing 
of the high street has made it worse.  
Local businesses are missing out on a lot of trade and will not survive if this is allowed to carry on. 
 

(51) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Gregory place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Buissness need the surport of the local passing trade 
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(52) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Objecting as the businesses in the town need the foot fall, also to go to town to pick up anything large hard to 
carry is a real pain. Also the town people are driving through un challenged anyway. Also when driving from 
my west end to the town centre you have to drive around the town centre. The car parks are free I know but 
that is because the business are paying for them. 
 

(53) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
As someone who regularly used to park up quick with my kids and went to the market and a few of the shops. 
I have been once since the restrictions have been in place. I often don't have time to park in the multi storey or 
change to park in the pay and display. I also find the school run a lot more difficult with the built up traffic 
having the high street closed causes. The seating area outside the Angel is also causing issues with cars all 
over the place, it's winter no one is sitting outside. It should be removed. 
 

(54) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Heron Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Adds more traffic to already congested roads, no need to pedestrianise it as already wide pavements with lots 
of outdoor seating space. 
 

(55) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think the businesses in the high street are suffering from the closure. It is also pushing traffic that would use 
the high street down Holloway Road (which I live just off). Holloway Road is a residential road with residents 
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cars parked along the road so impossible for two way traffic to flow easily,  this road cannot cope with the level 
of traffic. 
 

(56) 
As a business 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The high street is dead with passing trade since the restrictions. 
 

(57) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hight street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Ther is plenty of space for pedestrians with the traffic on, by closing It’s going to cause more traffic on welsh 
way and corn street. 
It’s gonna kill the town centre as we are seeing now it’s a ghost town with no traffic, not even feels safe at 
night without cars passing trough. Please don’t kill Witney town centre! 
 

(58) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Holloway Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s a joke business will not survive if the high street stay closed to cars 
 

(59) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lancut Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s very clear many independent businesses are suffering with the town centre being closed off. Very 
inconvenient when corn street was closed that you had to go all around by Waitrose car park to get through to 
church green . 
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(60) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lancut road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney isn’t busy enough for the market square to be pedestrianised. Small local businesses  will fail. 
 

(61) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Restricting through traffic and parking will restrict business 
 

(62) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Having lived in the Market Square for twenty one years I have seen many changes regarding the town centre.  
Some were positive and many were negative.  
Even before the pandemic hit the businesses based in the centre of the town were under quite a lot of 
pressure due to the extremely high business rates that are charged by WODC. 
The removal of the 30 minute parking during lockdown resulted in many of the shops and businesses suffering 
greatly from the loss of customers who stopped briefly as they passed through the centre to pickup some food, 
a beverage, items of shopping that had been ordered, taking full advantage of the 30 minute parking. With the 
current restrictions that are in place there has been huge reduction in foot fall and many Of the businesses 
and the market vendors have seen massive reductions in their trade. The point is that now there is only 
disabled parking available you generally only see one or two cars using these bays and most of the time the 
bays are empty. When the 30 minute parking was in place all the bays were in constant use, all of the day, 
and there was more activity in the town centre.  
If the current restrictions remain in place I am sure that we will see more of our central town shops close and 
the number empty units  will increase. Ultimately Witney will lose out to other neighbouring market towns 
because of the restricted access that is being proposed for its town centre. 
I have talked to most of the businesses / shops based in the centre and out of the 37 I have spoken to 36 
would like to have the restrictions lifted and return the town centre to how it was before lockdown. 
Should want to talk to me directly on this matter you can either email me or call me on 07831-497174 
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(63) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
As a resident in Market Square, I noticed how complicated it is for people to access the town centre to simply 
go to the bank, visit the market, get a fish and chips takeaway, a sandwich or a coffee or a milk shake, or 
collect a prescription at the pharmacy now that the short stay parking has been removed. Not only are these 
parking spaces most of the time left empty but they can not even be used for deliveries which would be useful 
as I live there. I also noticed that these parking spaces were regularly used in the past by parents dropping off 
or collecting their children from Batt school or the scout hut. As they are not accessible anymore, these 
parents have no choice but to park in Corn street on the double yellow lines and often block access to 
Marlborough lane at school time as well as Corn street. Our town centre has become less and less attractive, 
with shops closing down and less visitors to create a nice atmosphere. Witney is a market town that needs to 
be revitalised after several lockdowns and closing its centre will have the opposite effect. 
 

(64) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Passing cars help encourage more shoppers, it’s not just down to online shoppers. 
We live in a society of lazy shoppers that need convenience. 
Which having the high street permanent shut will close those opportunities to none local residents knowing 
what’s to offer.  
It has killed a lot of off the street passers to my business. 
 

(65) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Market square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It makes no logical sense. You say you have closed the high street  to traffic to allow for pedestrians - but taxis 
and buses still travel down the main road so people are not going to be walking in the road anyway! 
It is a MAJOR thoroughfare for cars. It is harming the 36 businesses along the top of the high street. It’s 
pointless 
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(66) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market Square 
Witney) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I co own what we like to think is a much loved business on Market Square Witney. We have had a horrendous 
past year or two with Covid 19 and are still very uncertain of our future. Many factors have contributed to the 
current downturn in our trade. We accept that. However, we do not wish the closure of the High Street to add 
to this, as we attempt to recover. There has not been enough thought and homework put into the planned 
closure, with no thought of how the businesses feel. On the parking issue alone, we have lost significant trade 
due to the removal of the spaces,  the suitability of the hill as disabled parking is a joke and our deliveries are 
a nightmare. To be honest some days, we feel like giving up!  
There is absolutely no need for pedestrianisation. The pavements are wide and safe. Currently the road is 
unsafe, with the vehicle free zone full of busses, taxis, delivery vehicles, rule breakers to name a few. It is not 
safe obviously to walk in the road. Our beautiful town is not a secret. It should be open to people passing 
through to admire and then decide to park up and explore. What has happened to all the talk  of encouraging 
tourism. Witney has become a dull, quiet, sad place, giving out the idea that we are still in the deepest grip of 
the pandemic. A town needs hustle and bustle and if that means traffic, then bring it back. Bring back the soul 
of our town. We have collected hundreds of signatures opposing the closure and those that agree with the 
pedestrianisation, as ‘it’s nicer’, will hopefully be regretful when the nice town has no independents left. 
 

(67) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Meadow View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think it is detrimental to the small businesses for the passing pop in trade to do this - eg coffee, sandwiches. I 
can’t see the environment being pleasanter or safer if buses/ taxis are still permitted to use the road. More 
pelican crossings could help this and: or a low speed limit.  I would think that short stop parking bays of 20 
mins makes sense. I think if the high street is to be improved by pedestrianisation, it would need to prohibit 
ALL traffic (including buses/ taxi etc) as otherwise it seems such a measure will have very little benefit for the 
shoppers (although this in turn would be problematic for disabled) but  will have negative effects for 
businesses. 
 

(68) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moorland close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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I just think it's better for the high street shops that it opened up again. 
 

(69) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Businesses are suffering. 
The roads that the traffic has been pushed onto (Witan Way) can’t cope so accessing the free car park by 
Waitrose is a nightmare. 
A proper crossing with lights on the speed hump by Barclays would help too. 
 

(70) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Witney, Northfield Farm 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney town centre was thriving before the high st was blocked. I feel sorry for the businesses that have been 
affected and firmly believe it should be opened up ASAP. 
 

(71) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Orchard Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s ruining business and the high street 
 

(72) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxford Hill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Shutting High Street for vehicles is  cousing  traffic conjunction on Welch way. 
It is also damaging to  small businesses  trading on High Street as well as for the busy working people who 
need to quickly park opposite the taxi rank to get a sandwich for breakfast or lunch or to get their fresh 
groceries from the market and go. The parking places in the town have been reduced by lending some of them 
to the Flece and to the Angel as it is. 
I also believe it is unfair the to allow people not living in the town of Witney to participate in this questionnaire. 
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They are not going to care for the local businesses, aren't they!? 
 

(73) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxlease) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Its time the High st reopened,  the pavements are wide enough to protect the public! Has ruined the character 
of Witney. Affected businesses,  i work on the High street, so have first hand experience.  Also has become a 
rat race to cars not adhering to restrictions, making it more dangerous than when fully operational. 
 

(74) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Plover vlose) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Bottle neck traffic down corn Street 
Concern for businesses down High Street passing traffic  
Council want to kill the town centre 
 

(75) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Quarry Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Damaging to businesses and to restrictive to those who are less able or elderly. 
 

(76) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen Emma's 
Dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
There are 5 places to cross the high st from buttercross to Welch way which is plenty  I find it is more 
dangerous with vehicles turning in on the wrong side of road when you are lulled into a false sense of security 
of there not being traffic allowed down the high st. Witney has large amount of old people with mobility 
problems and don't have a blue  badge they need to park close to the high st shops and support some of the 
struggling businesses. I have to go to the market very early so I can park close and not carry heavy bags a 
long way,not everyone likes to get up early, I know most people would like to have the opportunity to park 
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down the high st for a period of time and be able to support local shops and stop them going out of business 
and Witney becoming a ghost town. Let common sense prevail. 
 

(77) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ralegh Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I want to keep business in the market square . 
Before the restrictions I would often park for ten minutes to pop into a shop. 
There are many like me. 
We should listen to the business people. Not ignore them 
 

(78) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ralegh crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
*Detrimental to business along market square and high street. 
*Inconvenient for motorists 
 
 

(79) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Rayson Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Businesses are losing revenue & footfall due to those who have children just to 'nip in' to a shop rather than 
drag them round the whole town. As a parent who is short on time, being able to park for 30 mins to run 1 
errand in the pouring rain is more beneficial to me than traipsing most of the way across town to do 1 thing 
 

(80) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Russell mews) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Objecting due to the impact on local businesses and lack of thriving Town centre because of what has been in 
place for the last 18 months 
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(81) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Sherbourne rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe it will be damaging to the businesses that are already struggling to keep a vibrant high st. 
 

(82) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Southlawn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object as I think the traffic was never conjested in the High St .I also used the 30 min parking to use the 
banks and shops in area at least 4 times a week.Shuting the High Street has caused traffic congestion in 
Woodford Way especially around the car park and junction to the High Street. It needs to stay open as before 
Covid restrictions start to support the business in the High Street. Closing High Street has caused Holloway 
Road to become a busy rat run to cars and it is dangerous to drive down there as it is one lane with all the 
cars parked on the road. 
 

(83) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Southlawn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Harmful to the shops and small businesses which are currently struggling and creates traffic problems on 
other roads in the town has the infrastructure can not cope. 
 

(84) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Springfield park) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I feel that it is completely unnecessary and it will not add anything to the town. I also feel it will hinder business 
and make Witney feel like a ghost Town. 
 

(85) 
As a business 
(Witney, Stanley court) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Your killing our high street.  The amount of empty shops is a joke. 
 

(86) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stanton Harcort 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It’s not any safer, and local businesses will be effected, the road have become busier around the town. Sort 
out the other road systems first then town will become quieter 
 

(87) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stanway close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The closure of the high street in Witney is totally unnecessary as there is not benefit to it and it’s detrimental to 
the shops and traders of  Witney. There is no vibrancy to the town centre anymore, it also causes more chaos 
to the other roads around Witney and there is no flow through for traffic any longer. We are fortunate to have 
lovely wide paths and and pedestrians still can’t use the road because of buses, taxis and disabled vehicles. In 
my opinion the road should be put back to normal as soon as possible so we can all get back to normality 
 

(88) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stenter square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney was once a bustling town. Sadly, this is no longer the case and I believe the restrictions will drive more 
people out. 
 

(89) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stenter square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Why change a market town that has been here for many years working fine just how it did . We need to 
support the local high street not help you kill it .  Keep the roads open , keeps business flowing , keep Witney 
alive 
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(90) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Sycamore Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Because it deflects traffic to other areas. Affects businesses by not having the high street parking. 
 

(91) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Tar Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I don't see how this is helpful for local businesses at this time. This experiment in Oxford has already lead to 
disruption, traffic  bottle necks and navigation issues. Redirecting the traffic  away from businesses doesn't se 
logical. I don't see that there was ever an issue with excessive traffic  on the hight street in the first place. 
 

(92) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Old 
Coachyard) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe that the traffic restrictions would have a detrimental effect on the already struggling local businesses 
in the town centre. Many of the shops are closed already due to high rental prices and for the ones that are 
clinging on for life, these will soon go too if the road remains closed. 
 

(93) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney had already seen a number of businesses fail in the most recent years and it would be a shame for the 
shops on the High Street to have the same fate. If access is permanently reduced, less people will venture 
there, damaging our local economy. We should be looking at ways to boost this, not to make the town look 
“prettier or quieter’. 
 

(94) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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The High Street is dying. People still all walk on the pavements and not on the road. More traffic congestion on 
other roads. 
 

(95) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It will make parts of the town difficult to access by car and a lot of businesses will fold as they have already 
done in Cowley & Banbury this is not a very good proposal. 
 

(96) 
As a business 
(Witney, Thorney leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe that trade has suffered since the closure 
 

(97) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s pointless.  Pedestrianised high street that pedestrians fear to use due to buses. It’s never been an issue to 
use the pavements, even during Covid nobody used the roads to walk in. Businesses are struggling without 
the traffic flow. Window displays are seen when you drive through the high street which encourages customers 
to go in and purchase. I know of many businesses that rely on this. The traffic on the perimeter road has 
increased making it unbearable to travel at certain times. 
 

(98) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing the main high street just causes congestion on other main roads i.e by Waitrose is particularly  bad. I 
don’t feel how it currently is is safe for pedestrians, with buses, taxis and other random cars shooting down the 
road it can not be used by pedestrians only and it is clearly having an effect on trade for all the businesses as 
they have all expressed. Open the road back up to how it used to be as it worked well for the town and by far 
safer as people know to expect traffic. Otherwise if it is to remain closed then close it completely too ALL 
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vehicles so it is safe to use as a walk way permanently. However I feel this would be a waste of time as 
Witney no longer seems to get as busy as it used too. 
 

(99) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorny leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Because your killing the high street and business 
 

(100) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Vanner) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Lock down is no reason to shut high street 
 

(101) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Vanner) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The town is already dying with most business moving away, keeping traffic away from the town will just make 
things worse. 
 

(102) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Water lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
There is to much traffic in Witney so keeping the main high street closed just add to that 
 

(103) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Weavers close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object because it is unnecessary to keep the high street closed. 
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(104) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Weavers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney has an increased population, so more flexibility in traffic areas and parking is needed. The current set-
up doesn’t seem to serve any useful purpose. 
 

(105) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Welch way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s dangerous the way it has been changed at the moment , due to the buses and taxis and disability cars 
trying to use  the road with  it being closed at one side.  Also if I want to buy anything heavy in the shops I 
cannot due to the road being closed  also it is affecting the other roads and making the traffic worse in Witney 
 

(106) 
As an individual 
(Witney, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
My business interest rely on easy access an pop in services d 
 

(107) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Westfield road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It is a ridiculous idea and what’s more, this survey asks us to comment on two separate proposals without 
actually saying what the proposals are 
 

(108) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Westfield road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It actually creates more traffic 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(109) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wilkinson place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Prevents passing customers stopping to purchase items or even seeing the shops,in the first instance 
 

(110) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The negative effects on local traders 
 

(111) 
As a business 
(Witney, 12 Langdale gate) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object because this is having a fundamental impact on my business. The town is quieter so not so much 
footfall. Its actually more dangerous now as people do not pay attention to the road and are nearly getting hit 
by cars due to not looking out for them. The town no longer has any hassle and bustle. If it carries on my shop 
will not be able to carry ,on thats for certain. 
 

(112) 
As an individual 
(witney, abbey road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
traffic increase, shops being killed off, covid is no longer an issue, it hasnt stopped all traffic so either stop 
totally or none at all but I preffer to just allow traffic again. we pay for the road so we want to use it. 
 

(113) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Abbey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
With the town centre as it is now blocked of to traffic the whole town looks dead and empty. 
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(114) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Abbey road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I'm objecting to this proposal because I can no longer just park down the high street to run and get a baguette 
for lunch or pick up a meat order, I don't have the time to park in the car park and walk through the centre. 
 

(115) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Abbey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Please please for the sake of our lovely town. Open it up. Like a ghost town. Got enough shops closed don’t 
need anymore. Always liked being able to just pop to bank or butchers.  Don’t have the time to drive round and 
try to get a space.  You objected to Tesco superstore over 30 years ago to keep it in the town. 
 

(116) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Alice Batt Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I object to the proposals because it makes journey times longer, creates more traffic, and reduces access to 
businesses. 
 

(117) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Apley way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s inconvenient for drivers, longer routes and more traffic 
 

(118) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ashcombe 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Restricting the flow of traffic is a pseudo fix to the ongoing overpopulation. By allowing people to use this, it 
helps individuals and businesses for convenience and use. By reducing this you will be reducing turnover for 
businesses, taxable opportunity and appeal for local business locations in an already troubled sector. 
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(119) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ashdale Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Simply moving and increasing traffic to other areas of town centre.  
High street was always perfectly functioning in terms of accessibility for buses, bikes wheelchairs etc before 
restrictions put in place.  
No need for such measures and in balance seams a far greater detriment to local businesses than the 
proposed benefits to a very small proportion of the town.  
This should be about choice not enforcement. If people want to use a perfectly useable road than why 
shouldn’t they? 
The town centre has worked as such for many many many years.  
Imposed measures have put me off going in to and using our town centre as much. 
 

(120) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Barleyfield) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing down the high street access to facilitate bus timetables makes no sense unless a ring road is built to 
help with shrinking traffic around town first. Witney’s businesses thrive of high street frequentations and you 
will kill this lovely market town by following through with this road closure. 
Focus on a ring road first then review town access!  
Thank you 
 

(121) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Barrington close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high Street needs to be reopened, there is far too much taxi and bus traffic for it to be used as a walk way 
anyway, it has caused significantly more traffic on the other roads (I work on the corner of Witan way and the 
high street and it is horrendous, I have to drive down corn street and holloway road to pick my partner up from 
welch way, when I should be able to go straight across. This is certainly not reducing my emissions!). I have 
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seen many almost accidents where people have clearly become confused and paniced on the roundabouts 
and where people have stopped on cornstreet to drop people off because they can no longer do this on the 
high street. At christmas it is bad enough trying to find a space to park in witney as it is.. Taking away more 
parking doesnt help this! Especially not the type of parking which enables you to quickly pop into a drink or 
food shop whilst driving through.... 
 

(122) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Barrington Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Access for the local shops. Traffic flow round the town is restricted.  Recent road closures made it impossible 
to get round town.  Elderly mother who is not a blue badge holder now not able to use market as not able to 
park on high street and traders would carry to car 
 

(123) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Barrington close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think this will have a negative affect on our town and the local businesses and it has already impacted on the 
traffic around the High Street.  Its not needed anymore so not sure why it would continue 
 

(124) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Beech Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Business owners are struggling with reduced customers 
 

(125) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Blake’s avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe it will harm local businesses, I am less likely to get takeaways from a company like part and parcel as 
I cannot pull up outside, or get a baguette from sandwich de Witney as I have to walk from Waitrose to collect.  
I believe the cars driving up and down make people walking alone feel safer as they know people are around 
in case someone tries to attack them. 
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The traffic around the area (avoiding this area) has got considerably worse and Witney does not have the 
infrastructure to cope with this permanent road closure. 
 

(126) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bridge Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Will not solve or help traffic problem, because with the high street closed it means all surrounding roads have 
to take the load instead. Damage to local businesses as people cant stop  
 at 30 min parking and quickly use shops. In regards to making all of the high street parking spaces into blue 
badge spaces, it is unnecessary and they are never all used. It wont make a difference to bus times because 
as soon as they leave the market place they will hit the traffic caused by having the market place closed. 
Same point applies to cyclists, as soon as they leave the market square they will be amongst vehicles again 
so what is the point? If you want to help pedestrians in this area then make a zebra crossing? And not one on 
a roundabout like the ridiculous idea it was to put one like that on bridge street! 
 

(127) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bridge Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Cycling through market square was not a problem before the restrictions - the council has wasted money 
painting “cycle lanes” in Corn Street ( where they were not needed ) and ignores the most dangerous street in 
Witney, Bridge Street, where it’s impossible to cycle along.  
Disabled access: disabled  parking is already well catered for all over Witney - there were already several 
bays outside Boots along the lower end of Market Sq, and Waitrose has a whole car park dedicated.  The plan 
seems to be to marginalise and create obstacles to regular motorists.   
Bus journey times - I have often used the S1 and S2 services to Oxford which pass through Market Square - 
they generally ran very well and on time. This argument is spurious and just shows the council attempting to 
add weight to this plan.  
The most profound objection to this plan really is the effect this “temporary” closure is having on the lifeblood 
and soul of this town. Prior to covid, it was a thriving town, offering mostly free parking, ease of negotiation, 
and attractive shopping facilities, much of it independent. Whilst I understood the reasons for temporary 
restrictions, one can now see the town centre slowly declining, empty shop units, and a closure that is without 
doubt, severely hurting the businesses in that area. I recently signed a petition being run at The Shake Shop. 
These businesses benefitted from the ability of easy 30 min parking, especially for one-stop shopping. The 
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ease with which the town could be navigated also being a pleasurable experience.  Which business owner in 
their right mind will take on a new unit in a town centre that seeks to deter shopping and leisure in this way?  
The additional closure of church green on one side ( creating a frankly dangerous two way street opposite ) 
and now Corn Street have consigned Witney to go the way of the do-do rather than the forward-looking 
thriving town I encountered when I moved here in 2013. It saddens me to see this, and even more that the 
council are blindly adding to the towns problem by beefing up road closures. 
 

(128) 
As a business 
(Witney, Bridge Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney is a terrific and successful town, and the local councils have, until lately, been terrific shepherds of that 
success. There has long been a glorious alliance of councils, traders and townspeople, which is epitomised by 
the plaque in the Woolgate Centre commemorating Ben Webster, a WODC planner, A local planner praised in 
a shopping centre… Who would have thought it! 
Once upon a time, everyone seemed to understand that towns need bustle, in fact it is what makes a town a 
town, and over-zealous town management (however well-intentioned) is likely to damage it. Of course 
diverting traffic has its place, but Witney High Street worked just fine the way it did. At the Blanket Hall, we 
believe that the High Street should at once be fully re-opened, and it should stay open as before. People say 
that they like the tables and chairs outside bars and restaurants: we say that there is plenty of room for them, 
even with traffic on the road. And we also believe that if we do not re-open the High Street, we will not return 
to the bustle, and re-create Witney as a welcoming shopping destination for locals and visitors alike. 
If these closure projects go ahead, the same disaster will overcome Abingdon when that once glorious town 
suffered such blight at the hands of council meddling. These closure plans appear to have little to do with 
solving problems (since there really aren't any in Witney!), and a lot to do with an emerging OCC politically-
driven agenda to change our town's perfectly innocuous custom and practice. 
That traders have felt compelled to raise a petition about the high street signals a failure of both 
communication and joint-intent. Councils and traders must re-establish their partnership as proud and 
enthusiastic champions of our High Street, or everyone will lose. 
 
 

(129) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bridge Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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There is no point of having an accessible high street if local businesses cannot survive with the reduced traffic. 
Plus, having motor vehicles in the proposed area again won't affect pedestrians at all. With accurate GPS 
tracking nowadys, it is easy to estimate commute time on buses despite heavy traffic. There is no good reason 
for the prohibition. 
 

(130) 
As a business 
(Witney, Bromag Industrial 
Estate) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Objecting to your proposals entirely, Witney is already dead don't need more hurdles 
 

(131) 
Rather not say 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
There is too much congestion already in Witney and closing the  High Street makes it worse. The High Street 
already resembles ghost town because of empty shops. If you can’t park on the High Street to pop to one of 
the shops or banks quickly then there is no point in having a High Street. I don’t have time to spend looking for 
parking in the main car park then walking through when I literally only need to pop in the bank, pick up a 
prescription or visit the market for vegetables. 
 

(132) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
As a resident of the town I strongly believe the proposal to shut the high street road for pedestrians would kill 
the town completely off, which it is on its way to. After hearing multiple high street independent business raise 
points I.e sandwich de Witney and shake shop, it made me think I regularly used to park up and pop into these 
places and I haven’t done so since the road as been shut, people like officiant ness. We are very lucky that 
Witney has free parking everywhere but it’s still a little walk to the high street which coming into winter 
everyone wants to avoid being outside which was why it was so handy to be able to pull up outside.  
Witneys built up with small businesses which is what makes it such a great town and builds up our high street, 
how many people do you think drove through the high street for the first time and noticed all the wonderful 
shops we have, parked up and used them. It may not be the biggest factor as to why we’ve seen so many 
shops in our town close but it definitely isn’t encouraging them to stay open is it?  
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The road will still be open to taxis, buses and disabled badge holders? We regularly have buses coming 
through our town what every 10/15 minutes? Taxis are coming in and out every minute, and not to mention 
multiplayer delivery’s being delivered to the businesses, it would never work to make it pedestrianised what’s 
so important about walking in the road which may I add I haven’t once seen someone do since it’s been 
closed?  
There is 4 crossings along that strip of road and I haven’t once seen an issue with anyone crossing it unsafely 
that was when it was a 30mph, so the added safety which wasn’t needed in the first place has been achieved 
by changing it to a 20mph, so tell me what is the reasoning and need for it to be pedestrianised? 
 

(133) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Please reopen the High Street to vehicles again and revert to the original pre-pandemic parking. Traffic 
emissions (and parking) are not improved at all by the High Street closure because they are just moved to the 
surrounding streets. And in fact because the surrounding roads are more busy with the High Street closed the 
traffic is slower and therefore INCREASING traffic fumes. Also the reopening of the High Street to traffic will 
be better to support local shops and businesses on the High Street. 
 

(134) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I don't see the need to limit vehicle access as the main shopping areas in Witney are already pedestrianised 
and the pavements are sufficient. Currently (with the temporary Covid vehicle restrictions) noone tends to walk 
on the road anyway so there's no point keeping it restricted. It is also less convenient to stop vehicles 
accessing the area if you need to run a quick errand and it clogs up the other roads in Witney. I think 
reopening the road is the best option and never caused any problems in the past. 
 

(135) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s killing businesses on the High Street.  It’s not properly policed anyway, so boy racers speed down it 
regularly, making it more dangerous than if it was just a normal road.  People are not expecting cars. 
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(136) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The high street is like a ghost town. Witney has lost its soul. Put it back to how it was before covid 
 

(137) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This high street does not need to be restricted to traffic. It is not necessary and would be detrimental to the 
town. There are good pedestrian shopping centres  in town and the shape of the high Street is not appropriate 
to be pedestrianised. There is plenty of pavement space already. Let's keep the high street busy! 
 

(138) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Permanently excluding most vehicles from that area will kill the vibrant dynamic of this lovely town.  This 
*temporary* closure has demonstrated that.  Even without the problems of Covid - the town centre has been 
very quiet.   Traffic congestion along Witan Way has been awful at times, all because of the High Street 
exclusion forcing everyone around that way. 
I strongly object to making this a permanent arrangement. 
Far better to enforce a 20mph speed limit along the High Street rather than have an exclusion policy. 
 

(139) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Local business all seem to say the same thing. Road need to be open for better passing trade 
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(140) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It affects shops and market adversley 
 

(141) 
As a business 
(Witney, Burwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
No comment - I just object 
 

(142) 
As a business 
(Witney, Burwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
There is no reason for this road to continue to remain closed. The traffic chaos it causes around town is 
unnecessary and inappropriate. There are no gains to closing the road on a permanent basis. Business are 
affected by not having passing trade. Funeral cortège are made to go the long way round town often sitting i 
traffic jams caused by the road being closed. 
 

(143) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It makes Witney like a ghost town.  Surely people can be responsible for their own safety when walking 
alongside a used road. 
 

(144) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It will increase surrounding traffic issues and it’ll increase emissions within the town. The presence of through 
traffic creates a sense of security. 
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(145) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The High Street needs to be open to keep the centre of town alive. The short term parking had quick turnover 
that allowed a visit to nearby shops. I would however support a 20mph limit for the High Street. 
 

(146) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Local business suffering 
 

(147) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Please keep “our” Witney  not “your” High Street open. 
Happy for it to be 20MPH and 30 min street parking. 
Don’t you understand that the residual traders including the Market Traders are being seriously affected. We 
need foot fall that is created by the High Street being open. 
Currently the High Street is like a ghost town. 
In addition, Witan Way is now being a major traffic jam and polluting major house developments with fumes 
from standing traffic. 
Many thanks 
Fiona Basson 
 
 

(148) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
False security to call it pedestrianised and then there is Taxi, Buses and Disabled Drivers. We are very lucky 
the paths are already very wide.  Unfortunately we live such busy lives I use to park on the hill, pop to the 
market or butcher or boots within 30 mins.  Not anymore 
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(149) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It is essential for High Street businesses to have an open street to enable customers to deliver and collect 
goods from the shops in the street.  
The street is less safe, in my view and experience, by having only buses, blue badge holders, bikes etc due to 
the false sense of security for pedestrians.  
The pandemics need for space was used as an excuse to do what a minority have been pushing for for a long 
time (pedestrianisation of the High Street). The pavements were wide enough for the two metre rule.  
Traffic flow in the evening and night reduces the risk of antisocial behaviour. 
 

(150) 
As an individual 
(witney, burwell meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
if a pelican crossing was put in from the market place to the blue boar so there is a safe place to cross there is 
no other reason for the street to be closed. 
 
 

(151) 
As an individual 
(witney, burwell meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The proposals have had the opposite effect of that intended. The town centre is much quieter and businesses 
are suffering. Disabled drivers are put off entering the restricted area. The town centre needs to be 
rejuvenated following the pandemic and this can be best achieved by re-opening the roads and returning the 
town centre to how it was before. 
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(152) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Buttercross Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It would be ludicrous to impose the traffic restrictions in Witney. All but one local high street business feel the 
same way. Shops need the through traffic and ease of access having the high street open provides to 
generate  the extra footfall that helps businesses to thrive. I have two small children, plus I cycle in town and 
have never had issues with the high street traffic pre covid. Please seriously reconsider why you are trying to 
implement these restrictions. 
 

(153) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Campion Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It is vital that the High Street in Witney reopens as soon as possible so that normal life can return to the town 
as soon as possible. The closure of this street has had a very big impact on the vibrancy of the town which on 
most days feels like an old fashioned Sunday back in the 1970's. This closure by WODC/OCC, will in time, if 
not lifted will impact on the small independent shops and the twice weekly markets which have been part of 
the fabric of the town for centuries. It is an open secret that WODC have wanted to pedestrianise the High 
Street for about 30 years - even at one time discussing a bus and ride scheme. WODC have done many 
things right over the last 35 years I have lived in Witney - free parking and developing shopping centres which 
are well designed and add to the charm of the town making it a  thriving town centre. However, it is now time 
to reinstate the High Street to all traffic and get life back into this important part of the town before it withers 
and dies. 
 

(154) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cedar Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Very inconvenient as a driver. My family members include elderly, kids and those with musculoskeletal 
problems. A hardship to us indeed. 
 

(155) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Centenary Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Has a detrimental affect on the town, will lose businesses, causes lots of congestion on surrounding roads, 
some of which are residential.  
Not required to ‘make town COVId safe’, never has been used for this purpose.  
The original questionnaire wasn’t completed by enough people/businesses to gauge the real opinion of the 
town. 
It’s not properly pedestrianised as buses and taxis run through so no benefit. 
 

(156) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cherry Tree Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
While I understood and supported the reasons initially (social distancing due to covid) I feel that making this a 
permanent restriction is not the correct decision as shops located in that area are already been adversely 
affected, footfall for shoppers 'popping' into town has reduced and the road where cars used to travel and park 
feels deserted.  As Buses, taxis and bicycles still use the road, it is not truly a pedestrian area and so can't be 
used for any other purpose.  In addition, the closure of the road to main traffic has forced traffic to all converge 
on the same roads, increasing traffic queues and congestion.  I therefore object to the proposals. 
 

(157) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Increases traffic congestion round by waitrose  
Reduces business for the market, the independent shops and the pubs 
 

(158) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Causing major delays to tariff c 
 

(159) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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It puts me off visiting the high street.  
In the winter the only route to the car park by Waitrose floods and my car has been waterlogged from this. It is 
essential that I am able to drive to supermarkets safely and I am unable to do this in the winter now the high 
street is closed. 
Furthermore, the congestion around town has been exacerbated by the limiting of routes through and around 
the main town centre. Surely this causes more harm to the environment than the closure of the high street it is 
perceived to fix. 
I have noticed less tradesmen stopping to run into shops on their way to jobs and this has detrimental effect 
on the business that rely on them.  
Working in Woodstock I have many colleges who until the road closures would choose Witney over Banbury to 
visit but have returned to shopping at Banbury as the closure of the high street and increased congestion has 
put them off visiting. 
 

(160) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church View 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The parking spaces available are used as School drop-offs and collections, bank runs, market stall collections, 
nipping in type shopping, dropping off town centre shoppers. The longer evening parking is useful when 
wanting to eat out or access places open later than 6pm. Congestion is worse since it was closed and no 
provisions to alleviate this are in place or being considered other than cycling alternatives. If you are 
pedestrianising an area then no public vehicles need access but there is ample disabled parking provision 
available around the town and to restrict parking to disabled affects the centre for all the reasons given above. 
 

(161) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Clogges Hill Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
High street is dead, shops are closing and more will 
Be lost. On top of that there is far too much traffic with the closure of the high street. Many have been 
negatively affected by what was deemed a temporary closure to help with social distancing during the 
pandemic. This has since gone and should now open up. 
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(162) 
As a business 
(Witney, Cogges hill road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I am objecting to the proposals as a business owner for the following reasons 
1 I can not see any positive benefits in closing the road permanently. A fair percentage of our trade came from 
people stopping in the parking bay and  parents dropping children outside to nip in . We have been told many 
times by people who have signed our petition that this is the reason they have not visited for weeks.  
The businesses on our side of the street do not have rear access or parking and we are finding deliveries are 
difficult now and dropping and picking up goods to transfer to our other shop is causing much stress.  
2) if pedestrianisation is to take place the infrastructure of the roads where the traffic will be pushed to must be 
improved first. 
3) how can a road be pedestrianised when access will be given to buses, deliveries, taxis, disabled, cycles. As 
it is at present the road is still busy with these vehicles and impossible for anyone to walk in the road. In fact 
there is no need to walk in the road , the paths are super wide and the high street is safe!  
Please open the road back up, let us get back on our feet and if necessary consider the pedestrianisation later 
after careful planning  
 
 

(163) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cogges Hill Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney was a once vibrant market town, now that the traffic has been restricted it is like a ghost town, we have 
lots of independent businesses which need a steady flow of traffic to provide customers. 
 

(164) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Coldwell drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I do not use the town since it has been closed to traffic. It was so convenient to park on the hill and call into 
shops or be dropped off. I am not lazy just busy and it seems more convenient to use out of town shops. 
Please open up the town again. 
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(165) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Collier Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The huge drop in footfall is going to kill local businesses. 
 

(166) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY, COLWELL DR) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It is completely unnecessary to have all the blue badge parking slots in high st, it was OK as it was before, I 
speak as a blue badge holder, blocking high st  off to through traffic , it is killing passing trade, this can be 
seen by all the shops that have closed already & its not all covid induced, by blocking high st it has caused 
excessive traffic build up in Ducklington lane morning, night  & weekends as my garden back's on to 
Ducklington lane, we have  lived here 40 years but now we get absolutely choked with exhaust fumes ,the 
excessive traffic has only been since high st was closed ,I'm pretty sure if we were to take an emissions 
sample in my rear garden it would show a very high level of noxious gases including carbon monoxide for the 
sake of the town listen to the traders & to the rate payers. 
 

(167) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It will kill the high street. Being PC is noble but the vast majority don't want it. 
 

(168) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney must be kept a thriving town to support businesses and closing High Street will have the same effect 
as building a bypass around the town, no one will bother to visit. 
I also strongly object to The Angel being allowed part of the highway for outside seating as it may be an 
advantage for the pub, but a big disadvantage for nearby businesses deprived of customer parking, which 
meens you are discriminating against those other businesses and losing them customers. 
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(169) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high street is the centre of the town. It has lost its core and become a ghost town. Traffic piling up either 
side. Inconvenient to pop into shops many of which are independent. 
 

(170) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Compton way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It takes  too long to travel from one end of Witney to the other with this route blocked and is damaging the 
centre of witney 
 

(171) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It's caused no end of problems for oval businesses and locals. Corn street parking is anightmare due to it. 
 

(172) 
As a business 
(Witney, Corn street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I see no advantage to the current set up. It adds nothing to the town. It doesn’t make it safer as buses go far to 
quick through the town now plus you still get cars sneaking through. Many many businesses owners I speak 
too are suffering as people use to use the half hour parking and pop in to pick things up. I’ve not spoken to a 
single person who thinks it’s a good idea. 
 

(173) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
For the sake of the businesses on the high street, I’d like to see the road reopened. 
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(174) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This will kill the commercial centre of our Market Town much as OCC achieved in Abingdon over 20 years 
ago. We need to get back to having our thriving town centre as it was before Covid-19 and stop the 
incremental pedestrianisation which has been the policy of OCC since they came up with WITLUS 20 years 
ago. 
 

(175) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The trial has been a disaster for the shops. The street is empty of people. People are not obeying the rules 
and people are racing through the high street making it dangerous. There is plenty of dusabled parking 
available. The market will die and the high street shops will gradually close. Look at Banbury - a ghost town. 
Make the high street 20mph and put in plenty of speed ramps and crossings. 
 

(176) 
As a business 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Restrictions not required now.  Disabled parking better where it was.  We need Short Say parking!  
 

(177) 
As a business 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe that the High Street needs as much business traffic as possible or stores will be forced to close with 
extremely high business rates 
 

(178) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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I strongly oppose the suggested removal of short term parking in Witney High Street, as I think it will have a 
detrimental effect on the shops and businesses depending on people being able to 'pop' to the shops to pick 
up a sandwich, items from the market etc.  I am especially concerned for the market and the vegetable stall, 
which supplies sacks of carrots and potatoes, which people will not be able to carry to the car parks in other 
parts of Witney. 
 

(179) 
As a business 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Business premises in the town rely on passing traffic to increase brand awareness and for drop in "spec" 
clients. Our business rates and rents are higher because of this prominence the High Street / Market Square 
offers. Losing the traffic would be a poor step for businesses located in this area. 
 

(180) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object to these proposals as I feel there are already many empty shops in Witney and I feel that the abolition 
of these short term parking spaces will adversely affect many shops, including the market stalls, the take-away 
shops and many other.  Witney used to have a vibrant shopping experience, the entire town now has a rather 
'tired' and 'closed' feeling.  We don't want to lose any more shops! 
 

(181) 
As a business 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It is detrimental to business 
 

(182) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(witney, corn street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
impact on local business, death of high street. increased congestion on surrounding roads 
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(183) 
As a business 
(Witney, Corn street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object due to the negative effect the closures are having on businesses in the market square and the feeing 
of emptiness that is following too. 
 

(184) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Traffic is terrible in town now, shops are closing so I avoid shopping in Witney now wherever possible. 
 

(185) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Negative impact on local businesses and death of the high street.  Impact on traffic and congestion around the 
town has increased since the restriction has been in place. 
 

(186) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corndell Gardens) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I have lived in witney my entire life growing up on the busy street of Mill Street. As I'm sure you are aware this 
is a busy street due to traffic, I still have friends and family that live in Mill Street and traffic has increased 
since pre covid as people go back to work and the main high street is continuously closed. I now live in the 
corn street area and my partner lives in Farmers close, this take considerably longer to get to  now that the 
high street is closed and it should be a very quick journey. 
On business perspective unless you are physically walking through Witney you would not know the 
changes/new shops on the high street, driving through and seeing is excellent advertisement. Most people in 
this day and age are lazy and being able to drive quickly- get the passenger to run out and get something is a 
convenience most people love, this has obviously ceased since the traffic has been restricted.  
One of the points of keeping it shut is better airflow, yet this is one small strip, walk round the corner either end 
and you've lost this 'pure air'. 
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(187) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cotswold Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The road is busy as it is with the 'closure' in place (taxis, buses, motorbikes etc, it makes zero sense 
continuing with it in a formal way. 
 

(188) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crawley Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Unless you're going to FULLY pedestrianise the entirety of the Market Square and the High Street, it's a waste 
of time and resources. 
I also object as if the Market Square and High Street remain closed to through traffic, all you are doing is 
creating longer queues of traffic on Langdale Gate, Witan Way, Corn Street and Mill Street as these are the 
roads you have to divert on! 
There is absolutely NO need to add yet more disabled parking bays as they can already park on double yellow 
lines. There are also PLENTY of disabled bays in the Woolgate centre's car park outside Waitrose which 
provides very easy access to the Market Square and High Street.  
I therefore STRONGLY object and vote to reopen Market Square and the High Street to ALL vehicles 
immediately! 
 

(189) 
As an individual 
(witney, Crawley Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
AS a market town that I have always lived in apart from the inconvenience of not being able to drive through 
town and the build up of traffic along the Witan Way, Welch Way and Bridge Street. 
I think it really has taken the life and soul out of the centre of Witney. 
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(190) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crundel Rise) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Loss of business to independent shops.  People will not visit Witney if they cannot park on street if they only 
have one shop to visit.  They will go elsewhere if parking is available.  There were no issues before pandemic 
begun so let’s get back to normality. 
 

(191) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY, Curbridge Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This killing the centre of Witney.  Its like a ghost town at the moment.  The proposals do not benefit anyone as 
they are neither full pedestrianisation or allowing normal traffic and the "buzz" from a lively town.  People won't 
walk in the road while there is still reduced traffic so it is pointless, it just makes the place feel dead. 
 

(192) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Curbridge road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing the high street has no benefit to residents and especially businesses that require the high street to be 
as accessible as possible to counteract the struggle local businesses are already facing with internet 
shopping. 
 

(193) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Dark Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Heavily increases the traffic flow on surrounding roads.  ie.  Holloway Road and Corn Street.  Most of 
Holloway road in single lane as cars are parked almost the whole way up on the left hand side.  I have 
frequently encountered vehicles having to drive along the paths rather than reverse to allow traffic to pass 
 

(194) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Dark Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Before temporary restrictions were introduced, use by motor vehicles and pedestrians worked perfectly well. 
Traders report a significant reduction in trade because of the restrictions. 
The changes have caused inconvenience in navigating around Witney. This is not just a matter of personal 
annoyance but it drives people away form Witney. 
The alleged benefits are illusory, they will not encourage trade in the town. 
If you want to spend money on traffic management in Witney there are more deserving cases which might 
ease traffic flow around the town. 
 

(195) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Davenport Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Since the revised traffic plan has been in place the life has gone out of the town centre.  The block on the 
majority of traffic flow through the town has killed the vibrancy of the town, and the only gain seems to be for 
the disabled drivers in the community who are appearing in ever increasing numbers with little control. 
Traffic in the town, particularly at the end of the working day grinds to a halt on weekdays due to the reduced 
options to use the (now) restricted traffic areas in Welch Way, High Street, Bridge Street, Mill Street and 
Station Roads to become heavily crowded 
We are very fortunate to have an abundance of free parking in the town (and across West Oxfordshire 
generally, but access and egress to the car parks are heavily restricted during peak periods due to the dense 
traffic standing on the feeder roads at these times 
The town centre and market square are now amply provided with coffee shops, many of which have outside 
serving areas which are to be welcomed.  However, where this has been implemented by blocking one of the 
feeder roads outside outside the Angel pub on Church Green this has made traffic around roads opposite the 
Buttercross (traditionally one way up and down the Green) into a narrow two way area in a totally unsafe way 
with inadequate signage.  This road area is heavily used at each end of the day and is the feeder road to the 
Henry Box School and St Mary's Schools.  It is accepted that we are coming into winter where outdoor dining 
will disappear, but once this is accepted as custom and practice it will surely be implemented annually? 
I understand that legislation has been changed recently 'More pubs, restaurants and cafes will be able to 
serve customers outdoors in plans announced by the government today (25 June 2020)' to encourage street 
dining, but I can't imagine that this legislation can encourage the Town Council to close a section of road and 
to reduce on street parking which has clearly been implemented to allow this here? 
 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(196) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Downs road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It kills off local businesses and Witney market. 
 

(197) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ducklington Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s a ridiculous proposal and will cause more problems than benefits. 
 

(198) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ducklington Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think it should revert to as it was before restrictions 
 

(199) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Early Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It does not allow elderly people-not blue badge holders-even to be dropped to shops and restaurants. 
 

(200) 
As an individual 
(Witney, East End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I am concerned that the vehicle and parking prohibition to the High Street will have a negative affect to small 
businesses there.  I appreciate there is good car parking nearby but I believe that the heart of Witney will be 
lost if these changes are made. 
Witney is a great town with some lovely independent businesses - they need our support even more since the 
start of the pandemic.  Please do not gamble making a decision which may result in these closing. 
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(201) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eastfield road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing hHigh street affects the local business of Witney. There is enough space for pedestrian. Also, 30 min 
parking are very useful for quick tasks. I think everything was good before. 
 

(202) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The High Street allowing motor vehicles is essential for local businesses to survive 
 

(203) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
As the road is used by buses cycles taxis etc so not pedestrianized, the road should be open to all to help 
businesses and to relieve traffic congestion. 
 

(204) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Fallowfield 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I haven’t been into town since the restrictions. Being disabled but without a blue badge the current restrictions 
make it inaccessible to me. 
 

(205) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high street is much quieter now than before, and the car parks are full. The design of the high street is not 
set up for these new arrangements. This would cause damage to an already failing high street. 
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(206) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
We should encourage as much business as possible to this town. The high street cannot die. 
 

(207) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney is a 'dead' town with lack of  vehicles. People cannot park near their shop or pick up heavy goods.  
Traffic is going down Witan Way or down Welch Way without seeing what is actually happing in the centre of 
town. 
 

(208) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmington Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Return to pre covid restrictions, in other words open it up to all traffic. 
 

(209) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Fettiplace road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Surrounding roads are already totally gridlocked even in “quiet” times of the day - we can’t lose another 
through road without upgrading our surrounding infrastructure first 
 

(210) 
As an individual 
(Witney, French Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The High Street needs to be restored to its pre-Covid status.  High Street businesses are in a precarious 
position, they have suffered a loss of trade during the temporary closure of the High Street, permanent closure 
will be a threat to their continued existence.  These businesses make Witney such an attractive place for 
shopping, If they go bust people will be less attracted to the town and will opt to shop online or at out of town 
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retail centres instead, leading to a downward spiral.  What happens then?  Would the banks and building 
societies pull out?  There is no knowing where it will end.  The High Street could become a ghost town of 
charity shops and coffee bars, to the detriment of elderly people who do not have a computer or smart phone 
and who do not drive and rely on High Street shops for their everyday needs. 
Witney was a busy, thriving town before Covid.  Pedestrianisation of the High Street presents an unjustified 
risk to its recovery. 
 
 

(211) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Furrow Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The very damaging effect it is having on local businesses on the High St 
 

(212) 
As an individual 
(Witney, gregory place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I have grown up in witney and i have never noticed much traffic going through the main street, mostly busses 
taxis delivery vans and some cars but there is nowhere near enough cars to permit restricting access to the 
high street. It is negatively affecting All business on the high street. The blockades put in place are a risk to 
predestines due tot he fact that it causes the busses to go AROUND THEM and onto the wrong side of the 
road causing possible accidents with people of all ages especially younger children and elderly adults. the 
change is COMPLETLY un-nessicary and was only put into place WHEN COVID HIT. Before covid there was 
NO barriers in place and no one was complaining about the amount of traffic as there is 2 separate roads that 
divert traffic from the main street. any change that is made is a waste of money that could be put elsewhere to 
make a positive change EG lights on the hill end roundabout and a zebra crossing to the school near Burwell 
as well as expanding parking spaces for driving parents collecting and dropping off children. to sum up my 
opinion on the proposed change to the high street i am 100% against it . 
 

(213) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The restrictions have made the town centre a ghost town and increased the terrible traffic congestion 
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everywhere else , esp west end, bridge street and witan way . 
 

(214) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Witney is busy enough to start closing off roads. People are perfectly capable of using pathways to walk on. 
We don’t struggle with space on the pavements, but we hugely struggle with traffic. It is obscene that it takes 
30 minutes to get from one side of town to the other at rush hour because of silly ideas like this.  
Another reason is the struggles it is for Business’ without the drop in trade.  
Not everyone has time to sit waiting for Doris to park at Waitrose and then walk through town as well. People 
are busy. Witney is busy. And it’s about time we make our infrastructure better, not worse.  
I’d also like to point out there are not enough parent and child spaces within the town. Thank you. 
 

(215) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The previous system worked well. The high street has been quieter since the closure, which is poor for 
businesses. Traffic on Witan Way in rush hour is much worse. 
 

(216) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Permanently closing the high street will damage the local economy and continue to exacerbate the traffic 
problems that the temporary restrictions have caused. I have seen no advantages to the current closure feel 
that this will cause further shops to close. 
 

(217) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hardwick) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I do not think the proposals are helpful to businesses or shoppers in Witney 
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(218) 
As a business 
(Witney, Harvest way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Passing trade is a big part of the high street shops, take this away and they will lose out on valuable business, 
workers in vans passing thru high street, see shops like sandwich de Witney, they would pull up and buy 
lunch, family's passing thru high street see shops like shake shop, kids then want a shake, simple just pull up 
and buy some, with your proposal to shut the high street, it's like the nail in a coffin if many businesses, the 
traffic on witan way is awful now, it was bad before the centre was closed, but even worse now, they say 
closing the high street will. Produce cleaner air absolut rubbish as its all stacked up on surrounding roads. 
Only people that are happy are those that have no real idea on the impact, my wife struggles to walk due to 6 
degenerative discs in her back, so doesn't have a blue badge, and used to pop into the High Street to get a bit 
of shopping, now she avoids it, as the walk from the car park is painful, I used to pop by sand de Witney and 
grab lunch while we out working, but now we don't, due to the closed road, and wastes to much time ffetting 
round witan way. Businesses are dieing, and this really isn't going to help. 
 

(219) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Harvest Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The lack of vehicles and current parking restrictions is having an increasing negative impact on local 
businesses. Please do not proceed with anything else that is destroying our local town. WODC, the owners of 
the shopping Centres and breweries are already slowly killing off the shops, business and pubs with their 
greed and unreasonable T&C's for tenants. Please try and help those businesses by returning Witney to how it 
as pre-pandemic 
 

(220) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Henry Box Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Very little positive reason's for closing the high Street but lots of negative. 
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(221) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney is like a ghost town since the high street was closed. The traffic around Witney is also horrendous due 
to the closure of the road. The small businesses and local shops need the passing trade to stay open and this 
will not happen with the main route into/through town being closed. 
 

(222) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Loss of parking is loss of money being spent in our town. We need to support our businesses. 
 

(223) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It's causing more traffic everywhere else and the traffic in Witney is already horrendous. People are still driving 
through at the moment with my penalty and so it's not safe anyway! 
 

(224) 
As a business 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This will have a severe impact on buisness and has only been through the back door of covid which is most 
customers are fed up with now and this is hapoening throughout oxfordshire with the councils running 
roughshod over its public at every opportunity given 
 

(225) 
As an individual 
(Witney, high street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe it has a detrimental effect for business, I personally would have pulled up quickly to one of the 
business along the high street if in need  of something quickly. I am now more likely to order from amazon 



CMDHM5 

 

instead as coming in to Witney is now more of a trip parking in one of the car parks and walking to do my 
business instead of pulling up quickly on the way to somewhere else. 
 

(226) 
As a business 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The Motorists Centre has traded on Witney High Street for many years offering a broad range of car parts and 
accessories, prior to the restrictions imposed on the high street we would fit wiper blades, bulbs, top up 
coolant or oil for those customers that needed help. It was also convienent for customers to pull up outside to 
collect heavier items like batteries and bulk orders. I understand we have double yellow lines outside our 
store, which means no parking at any time but for the minute or so that it takes didn't impact the traffic flow or 
safety. 
 

(227) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing of the High Street has had minimal positive effect. It prevents those with elderly or infirm who do not 
have blue badges from setting down or collecting i.e. with shopping, from anywhere down the High Street. 
Large items purchased from the market cannot be collected. It doesn't mitigate traffic issues because it 
actually blocks a thoroughfare and another passage for traffic to move freely within Witney.  At peak times it 
just adds to congestion on Witney Way and Welch Way. 
 

(228) 
As a business 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This will ruin the Witney town centre; we would lose out on important trade from people who can’t pass 
through  ! There is evidence of this in other towns where pedestrianisation had been put into force and it’s 
totally killed the high street ! I am also a wholesaler and have visited shops for the last 20 years! I have spoken 
with retailers who have shops in pedestrianised areas and they all say it wasn’t  a good move !  
It’s Ruined trade.  
More traffic will be diverted around the town leading to delays and more pollution due to cars queuing longer. 
Having no cars go through the high street will also make it very quiet more crime could take place ! It could 
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also encourage more youths to hang out and cause criminal damage to property.  
Shutting the high street would be awful for witney  
 
 

(229) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Causing more traffic at rush hour 
 

(230) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Current restrictions are affecting businesses in the high street 
 

(231) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high Street is slowly becoming empty and shops are suffering! 
 

(232) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street and 
Market Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This idea is likely to cause huge inconveniences to the people of Witney and will likely lead to congestion in 
other areas of Witney when drivers are forced to take alternative routes, Witney’s centre is busy enough at 
peak times already. If this is an effort to reduce pollution then it’s a terrible idea as it won’t reduce the number 
of vehicles but instead just force them to use alternative routes which will mean they’re travelling for longer in 
and around Witney. This seems like there is an ulterior motive of attempting to avoid the upkeep and 
maintenance of these busy roads. 
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(233) 
As a business 
(Witney, High Street, 
Witney) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
At present it's neither shut or open as buses, taxi's and car still use it. The businesses are being harmed as 
the top end of the High Street as it seems a lot quieter we need to get back to normality!  
 

(234) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Highworth Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Maintaining restrictions on vehicle access to the high street will NOT improve it in any meaningful way but 
WILL hurt businesses through lower footfall AND will stop me using it as much as I did pre-pandemic. If you 
want to save high streets then get them back to normal asap dont force people to continue to shop online or 
on out of town shopping centres….. 
 

(235) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Holford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
From my experience of the road "closure" people can be caught out thinking that it is a pedestrian area, when 
the reality is that it is not. The vehicles that are allowed in are moving more quickly than they would have been 
able to in the heavier traffic. This is an accident waiting to happen. As a pedestrian I feel less safe. 
The claim about bus times is not credible. Most delays occur in Oxford and on the A40 for the most popular 
routes. I have never been significantly delayed on the High Street when travelling by bus. 
There is already adequate provision for disabled drivers. The proposals will create an effectively private 
carpark for blue badge holders and their families. 
Aesthetically the town centre now looks and feel empty; like a ghost town. No real atmosphere at all. 
 

(236) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Holloway Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
There is no need to prohibit the use of vehicles to the higher street. It’s never been an issue previously. 
There’s plenty of pavement space to navigate the town. It directly affects the businesses operating on the high 
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street, some of whom have say it has halved. Surely it’s the councils wish to keep local businesses strong 
considering the damage COVID has had on them. 
 

(237) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Holloway Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It wasn't broken so don't fix it. 
 

(238) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY, Hoyle Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
My husband and I are objecting to the proposals. 
Firstly, Witney needs to have a normal working High Street which it has had for hundreds of years. The only 
reason it currently hasn't is because of a pandemic. If there had been no pandemic then it would not have 
been shut and any question of closing it to most traffic permanently would not have come up. 
Secondly, the businesses have been hit hard over the last year and they need normality back as soon as 
possible. High Streets across the Country need footfall. They are suffering from people using the internet 
rather than using local businesses and we will lose them permanently if they are not used. 
Thirdly, if the High Street is shut to most traffic it will have to be revamped at some considerable cost. Where, 
exactly, is the money going to come from!? The tax-payers of course, so, presumably, our taxes will increase.  
Do so at your peril as this kind of move is generally not a vote winner! 
 
 

(239) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hyde Meadow 
View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Believe this is unfair on business owners, elderly and disabled. The high street used to be bustling especially 
on market days and now it is no where near as busy 
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(240) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Idbury Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It will reduce town centre footfall as is already in evidence, impacting trading for already badly undermined 
retailers. It  will also ruin the attractive traditional look of our High Street, making it just a duplicate 
characterless pedestrianized town center like so many others. This will discourage passing trade and also 
tourist shoppers from visiting Witney, similarly negatively impacting retail trade. I do not experience existing 
Witney as a dangerous town center for pedestrians, cyclists and people with disabilities and so I believe that 
this is the wrong priority. By all means lower curb stones to make it more user friendly, but I do not want to see 
our town centre trade go out of business for no good reason. Since the barriers have been removed there are 
good parking options for blue badge holders around Witney town centre and car parks. Let's prioritize getting 
back to being a lively bustling town with thriving shops once again please! 
 

(241) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Idbury Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The detrimental effect on local business, and the survey that indicates a majority of local businesses object to 
the proposals. 
 

(242) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kingswalk 
Cottages) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
With limited vehicular access to Witney High Street, the town is at risk of a serious decline. Local businesses 
are affected, particularly where people may wish to park just for half an hour to visit local shops or drop things 
off, e.g. to charity shops. We already have so many empty shops, where is the incentive for new businesses to 
occupy the empty premises. There is plenty of room for both pedestrians and traffic, as per prior to the 
lockdown. 
 

(243) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lancut rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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If it ent broke don't mend it 
 

(244) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lancut Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Traffic concern and impact on small businesses in the high street. 
 

(245) 
As a business 
(Witney, Lancut road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney is already faced with high rent and in the 7 years I have lived here I've seen so.many wonderful 
businesses close and or struggle. So if people want to quickly nip into town the thought of parking away from 
the main street may put them off. Maybe introduce a short stay policy only for people just passing. A zebra 
crossing would be beneficial too 
 

(246) 
As a business 
(Witney, Langdale) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing the road to public vehicles, but not to buses taxis or disabled vehicles defeats the objective, i feel if it 
is to be closed it should be entirely for pedestrians or not at all. 
 

(247) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lew) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It makes the town look like a ghost town. I certainly go in less since it happened. There is no longer the buzz. 
It’s unnecessary. The tables in the middle of the road outside the Angel pub are the worst, causing chaos for 
cars trying to go into the little business park. 
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(248) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Madley park) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Causes traffic issues elsewhere and worsens trade 
 

(249) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mallard drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The businesses are suffering as non of us can nip in and park for ten minutes to fetch say a shake or chips or 
buy something at the market and go , also not being able to drive through is causing traffic chaos in other 
areas of town 
 

(250) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
1.  The restrictions were imposed due to COVID 19 and now need to be rescinded. 
2.  I object most strongly to the additional traffic levels which will be result from having to add another .5 mile 
when travelling from the Blanket Hall to Church Green. 
3.  NO traffic modelling figures comparing pre-COVID levels has been published. 
 

(251) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It creates ridiculous amounts of traffic on Witan Way and cars running engines for longer. 
 

(252) 
Rather not say 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Detrimental to trade for traders in Market Square and lower High Street. 
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(253) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The affect the closure is having on local businesses and discrimination against disabled and elderly people. 
 

(254) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Lack of trade due to high st being closed and angel pub using car park area as seating is so dangerous in 
market Square 
 

(255) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Object to the extension of the taxi parking area on the east side of Market Square facing 43 to 49 Market 
Square. 
 

(256) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Because it should be easy to access to the hight st, market Square , it’s not about how many cars can park 
that area, it’s about my 65 years old grands can drive up to market   
And do their shopping and get in their car (as a none blue badge holders)  and other local call and collect 
shopper, get out their car 2 min. Stop pick up and drive off,  
It’s gonna kill the many independent local shops,  
Gonna be a ghost town,  
Unsafe at night, as traffic act as patrol unless street police brought back, wrong timing after COVID hit 
business hard.  
Where the traffic go?  
36 out of 37 town centre business is against the closure.   
Regards 
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M DIBEK  
 
 

(257) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market Square, 
Witney) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
As a business located on Market Square we heavily rely on customers being able to gain quick and easy 
access to our business. Without having this access our customers habits have since changed are now longer 
frequenting our store as often as they did pre-covid, as greater effort and a longer walking distance is need to 
come to our store. Our business has been built upon the principle of convenience and with this now taken 
away it is now throwing into question the viability of our business and vastly reduces our future viability as a 
small independent business on Witney High Street. 
It is worth mentioning that a large number of our customers used to stop for 10 minutes in the parking bays 
and run in fro a take a way coffee and food. Since the measures have been inforced we have lost all of this 
business. Since the measures where introduced the top half of the Market Square footfall has simply halved 
and in financial terms our trade has suffered as we are 60% down in takings which barely allows us to cover 
our costs to operate the business. 
 

(258) 
As a business 
(witney, Markey Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
the timing is wrong, need to first address traffic problem in around town before considering pedestrainising 
High Street, already traffic jam problem in Witan Way, cars can't even come out of Waitrose car park !  it ll 
creat more pollution ! 
 

(259) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Marriotts Walk) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Local businesses suffering 
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(260) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mary box crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
We are unlikely to visit the town, and the traffic surrounding this area has gotten way worse since the 
restrictions. 
 

(261) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Meadow View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I am very concerned about the effect of the lack of business for the restaurants and shops. 
Many people park for a short period of time to collect food and goods if they have easy access to the High 
Street. 
At present many cars illegally drive up the High Street  as a cut through. I have seen them driving on the 
wrong side of the road and pedestrians caught off guard. 
 

(262) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Meadow View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The High Street with the Market Square is the centre of trade and life in Witney. The closure has decimated 
trade and 36 out of 37  businesses in the town centre have found trading and profitability badly affected asa 
result. The town centre has lost its vibrancy and looks and feels lifeless. Closing the road in some towns works 
well but not here. It has changed the whole atmosphere of the town for the worse. 
 

(263) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mill street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Wrong timing , where does the traffic go? Need to plan and sort out other road first.  
Unsafe at night as traffic acts as patrol unless street police are brought back 
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(264) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mill Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Absolutely not necessary and will cause even more congestion in rush hours especially. 
 

(265) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mill street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s not a great idea to close off the main part of the struggling town so passing through fare is stopped. Let’s 
hope the majority wins not the minority.  The trades people don’t need any more bad ideas. 
 

(266) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mirfield Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think closing Witney High street will have a detrimental affect on local businesses with minimal improvement 
for the environment. 
 

(267) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mirfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Access to businesses/shops is essential (I have not used any of the businesses in the closed area since it was 
imposed)..I go elsewhere. Also, it is the underhand way the temporary restrictions were imposed with the 
council seizing on Covid as an excuse which was quite unnecessary. The council seems determined to  have 
its way and it has already made its decision 
 

(268) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mirfield road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I feel that parking restrictions and road closures will be bad for businesses that trade there, especially in these 
difficult Covid times. 
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(269) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mirfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Silly 
 

(270) 
As an individual 
(witney, moorland close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Unless all vehicles are banned from the High Street, the space cannot be used for any other purpose e.g. 
seating or market stalls.  Seems pointless to stop some vehicles using it but allow others.  It is therefore  NOT 
pedestrianised 
 

(271) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Witney, Moorland road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
These measures are killing the centre of Witney. 
 

(272) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moorland Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
High Street should be open to everyone 
 

(273) 
As an individual 
(witney, moorland road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
i am objecting. keep witney open to traffic. stop making witney a ghost town and bring back life into it i was 
actually born in witney and its a disgrace what you are doing to it. bring the rates down too , stop suffocating 
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witney . you should be ashamed 
 

(274) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moorland road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I see no benefit to fully closing the high st. The pavements are huge it adds nothing for a pedestrian. I do like 
the idea of making both it and corn st one way. Allow for more parking on both roads. That would support 
popping into local business and help traffic flow 
 

(275) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moorland Roaf) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
High Street needs to open 
 

(276) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mott Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Detrimental to surrounding businesses, the town centre is very quiet. Like a ghost town. Can't just pull up and 
grab items you need. 
 

(277) 
As an individual 
(Witney, New Yatt Rd.) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Prior to the pandemic there was already sufficient disabled parking in Witney ie. 36 spaces (Zone C) by 
Waitrose, 5 Woolgate  zone A. Adding 12 in Market Square (Barclay bank side), 10 in front of Clarks and 
potentially 12 from Lloyds bank up to the  traffic lights opposite Clarks while blocking the entrance to the 
Market Square at the top end while retaining Taxi parking which  take up 9 to 10 spaces threatens to make the 
Market Square a "dead" zone. General parking for businesses at the Market end of Corn Street is also 
reduced a people have always parked in the Market Square or on the Green to access upper Corn Street 
businesses.  Blue badge spaces can be occupied for 3 hours as opposed to non blue badge spaces which can 
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be zoned for 30 minutes or an hour. Footfall, to an extent, predicts business success - no numbers, no sales.  
No sales, no profit; no money to hire staff or maintain the elegant buildings around the Market Square or 
attract tourists to restaurants or a twice weekly market. 
Let's look at a typical trading day of 9 hours from 8am to 5pm. Add up the present and proposed spaces 
(including the taxi rank) we get 85 spaces unavailable to the general public for up to 3 hours each ( and only 
75 of these spaces are available to the disabled with a taxi rank using up to 10). With 3 hour parking, only 3 
people use a space each day.  By retaining 5 disabled spaces on the Barclay side of Market Square and 5 
disabled spaces on the Clark's side we have disabled parking on each side of a busy road and still have 36 
spaces by Waitrose and 5 in Woolgate ie. 46 disabled spaces. Reinstate the  public spaces in front of Barclays 
(7) and Clarks (5) to hourly or half hourly zoned general parking and open up the area from Lloyds to Welch 
Way to provide 12 more general parking spaces and usage and footfall goes up to 216 with hourly parking or 
432 with 1/2 hourly parking. It might also be possible to provide taxi parking for up to 10 taxi's in the bit of 
Woolgate near the Cook Shop and reduce market Square taxi parking to 5 spaces. Taxi's are all radio 
controlled, and they could move up to the Market Square spaces  as they were vacated by taxi's at the head of 
the Market Square queue. 
With fewer taxi's "just waiting" in the Market Square we would also reduce pollution as they all seem to keep 
their engines running to keep warm in the winter and cool in the summer. 
 

(278) 
As an individual 
(Witney, New Yatt Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Witney has always been as free as possible from unnecessary parking restrictions. The proposals have little 
justification in the long term and appear to be simply a continuation of the restrictions imposed for Covid. It is 
difficult to believe that they would have come about spontaneously without this trigger. There has never been 
a problem crossing the road and the continued restriction (ie Corn Street and proposed Holloway Road) 
should soon prevent any escape for the traffic from holdups elsewhere. I can understand too the opposition 
from the vast majority of traders. I have lived in Witney for 41 years and far more obvious ways of alleviating 
the traffic have been avoided due to the costs. 
 

(279) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
High street needs to be open to relieve pressure on other traffic routes.   Also what are we doing with the high 
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street whilst it's shut? If there were street fairs/markets I'd understand, but the roads not being used for 
anything else! 
 

(280) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Closing the high street has caused more build up of traffic on the surrounding roads witney. 
 

(281) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney town centre is facing severe economic challenges and any ill-considered changes of an impractical 
nature will affect its viability.   Like it or not, the town relies on the motor vehicle and needs a fundamental road 
network to function.  For example a second river crossing:   other than the idea people will be driving in the 
opposite direction for an extra 2 to 3 miles / 15 -20 mns to use an updated "Shores" junction to get to the town 
centre.  How many car registrations in East and West Witney will be rescinded because people are cycling the 
new route to pick up their weekly shop in the wind and rain ?    A pedestrianised High Street will not become 
the "los Ramblas" of Witney with throbbing nightlife:  it'd become a windswept, dark, lonely, challenging 
"tunnel" after-hours, lined with more vacant commercial shells.   We need to be PRACTICAL please. 
 

(282) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This will kill local businesses and is causing further traffic issues within the town. 
 

(283) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
A genuine concern that Witney will suffer a number of further shop closures thus reducing the attractiveness of 
the town for people to visit, spend money and enrich the status and viability of both private businesses and 
other well known national chains.  Witney is a thriving community particularly with the level of housing 
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development within the town and also locally at North Leigh and Long Hanborough Any such reduction of 
attractiveness/viability will force town residents to shop further afield thus adding to more car journeys and 
resulting road congestion. 
 

(284) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
There are already enough restrictions without constantly adding more 
 

(285) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Northfield Farm 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney is a thriving Market Town with a good selection of small local/bespoke traders.  Sealing off traffic to 
these traders will impact on their business, many of whom are struggling to keep their heads above water as it 
is.  Free parking makes the town centre very attractive to shoppers from local towns, but we must retain some 
parking on the High Street for those who struggle with mobility.  Consideration should therefore be given to 
initiating a one way system through the High St, Corn Street, Holloway Road and Welch Way.  This would 
maintain access but cut down the risk to pedestrians who will only have to monitor traffic in one direction.  It 
would also alleviate some of the parking/traffic issues on Holloway Road. 
 

(286) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Northfield Farm 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney town centre is dying, we need to support our shops and businesses. Restricting access to the high 
street is killing our town centre. Traffic on Wittan Way has been horrendous since cars were blocked from 
driving down the High Street. I also see no benefit whatsoever from keeping car access and parking 
restrictions in place  in Witney High Street 
 

(287) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Northfield Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Believe it will have a negative impact on the local business. 
 

(288) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oakdale Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It has already been made clear by business owners that they are unhappy how the restrictions have affected 
footfall and therefore loss of income. 
 

(289) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oakdale Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Firstly and most importantly, I think that using Market street as a vehicle route to/from the Welch Way 
roundabout and the roundabout at market square /Corn Street /Langdale Gate is important and useful.  Since 
the motor vehicle prohibition, Witan Way has become much busier and long vehicle queues are a regular 
feature at the end of Witan Way at the High Street traffic lights junction. 
Secondly, although the free parking around town in such as the multi storey carpark is very welcome.  As the 
local population grows significantly, as the (too large) new house building comes on stream, parking spaces in 
Market Street will be more useful once again. 
 

(290) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oakdale Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Businesses on High Street rely on people being able to park and access these essential shops 
 

(291) 
As an individual 
(Witney, O'Connors Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I no longer visit the high street in Witney as it's not possible to just drop in, I still use the supermarkets but for 
everything else I wait and use the shops in Chipping Norton when I am visiting family there. 
I still travel through Witney and I think that the reversal of traffic flow by the Buttercross is not practical or safe. 
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A significant number of drivers are not observing the Highway Code at the mini round about, which makes the 
area dangerous to navigate for both pedestrians and other road users. It has also made access to the Eagle 
Industrial Estate more difficult for the lorries that need to deliver there. 
 

(292) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Orchard Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I strongly object to the closure and parking restrictions of High Street, Witney because it will damage 
businesses. For example, people who are from estates further away from the town centre such as Deer Park 
and Cogges will no longer want to visit any takeaways on High Street. Instead they will choose one with more 
accessible parking. Please also consider visiting High Streets that have been pedestrianised and take note of 
the higher percentage of empty shops.  
The closure of High Street also means the closure of a main route through the town, causing congestion, air 
pollution and noise pollution on other routes in the area. It also adds considerably to some journey times, with 
the current diversion taking at least five minutes longer depending on traffic. This will have a negative impact 
on both businesses who deliver locally and delivery drivers who are paid per delivery made rather than a fixed 
hourly rate. 
High Street in Witney will also not be a pedestrianised area with the new restrictions in place; I myself have 
walked down there and the number of taxis and busses means that the road still remains a road for vehicles 
and not a safe place to walk. 
 

(293) 
As an individual 
(witney, orchard way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I do not believe that it was necessary to institute the restrictions in the first place. I object to the council using 
covid as an excuse to bring in an arbitary road closure and then wanting to keep it in place. No believable 
case can be made for its continuance.  It is just an abuse of power by the council. You mention buses as 
somehow  requiring this measure.  The obstructions placed at each end of the restiction make manouevering 
buses far more difficult.  I suggest a councillor tries to drive a bus round the chicane.  It is plain this is an 
exercise in trying to foist something on the town that nobody wants.  Return our freedom to drive up and down 
the High street as we did heretofore. It is a typical example of government stealing our rights and not wishing 
to return them. 
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(294) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxford Hill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The pedestrianisation is unnecessary and I can see no benefit to the High Street. I do not understand why the 
temporary closure due to Covid should be made permanent . I feel businesses will suffer due to less shoppers.  
I am regularly dropped in the High Street to go to the bank and shops. I do not have a disabled badge but 
would find it difficult to walk from the car park. Please don’t close the High Street 
 

(295) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxlease) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Bad for businesses that rely on pick up e.g takeaway.  Prohibits drop off / pick up which discourages use of 
the town centre. Does not prohibit all traffic so none of the benefits of a fully pedestrianised street.  Lots of 
provision for disabled already, or could be increased in main car parks if needed. Vibrancy of town centre will 
be lost in my opinion. 
 

(296) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Painswick Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe the main high street should revert back to normal (pre Covid) this allows passers by to stop quickly 
and pop into a high street shop etc and maybe restrict parking to 30 minutes only during peak times? This will 
help increase visitors to struggling high street shops  and also if you have anyone who’s never visited Witney 
before it’s easier to drive through and see what it has to offer rather than the confusing partial road closure at 
present. 
 

(297) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Park Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I find the parking and motor vehicle prohibition to be restrictive and unnecessary. People are still unable to use 
the road as pedestrianised due to the buses and taxis so is entirely pointless. Even at the height of covid 
pedestrians still used the pavements rather than walking in the road. It is clear it is also having a negative 



CMDHM5 

 

impact on local businesses. 
 

(298) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Pensclose) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Need flow and short stay parking to keep town alive 
 

(299) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Pensclose) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Since the road has been closed the street has become very desolate. There is lack of footfall, atmosphere, It's 
like the life has been sucked out of it. 
 

(300) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Pensclose) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high street is visibly quieter with less pedestrians, despite the vehicle ban. Shops we frequent are 
reporting less custom due to less passing traffic. If everything reverted to the way it was before, the passing 
trade would return and the shops on the high street will survive. There is no point in having a pedestrianised 
high street with empty shops. Shoppers/tradespeople/consumers pull up and use the 30 minute parking time 
to do a quick shop as they are pressed for time. Take that away and they will go elsewhere - which they are 
already doing. Ask Bakers Butchers, ask Sandwich de Witney, ask the Shake Shop. All have reported less 
custom due to no vehicles being able to just stop and do a quick shop. 
Vehicle ban = no passing trade = death of the high street as we know it. 
And once it’s gone, it will never come back. It’s been seen in other towns 
 

(301) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Pine Rise) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The traffic problems it causes by having one less route through Witney 
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(302) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Witney, Pine rise) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The high street and market place is dead now. No atmosphere. What harm was the traffic doing?? We have 
got the infrastructure to lose another road. Just w safe of a road and bad for businesses in the high street. 
 

(303) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Point Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Increased traffic around rest of town, 
Need to be able to park on high street to use market (can’t carry giant bag of potatoes to other car park!) 
To use shops like sandwich de witney & the shake shop, it was nice to park up, run in and be off quickly. 
When you do t have much time for lunch breaks, this is essential. 
 

(304) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Priory Mill Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
To help protect High Street shops/local independent shops and the need for passing trade. 
 

(305) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen Emma’s 
Dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
To help shop & the traffic flow in Witney. The town was made of traveling trade. Working people not just sat in 
offices.  & don’t even live here making up the what’s good for us 
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(306) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen emmas 
dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
As I see it makes it no more safe for pedestrians and it hugely impacts me popping into the independent shops 
on the High Street that I used to use regularly.  
Shop life has already and will continue to be ruined for independent shops if you continue with your view of 
changes as you make it less likely for people like myself to see the point of going into town, so i make a the 
decision to go else where with more convenient parking when just popping to grab something on way home or 
for lunch 
 

(307) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen Emmas 
Dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
To keep Witney High Street alive. 
 

(308) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ralegh Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Easy access to shops 
 

(309) 
Rather not say 
(Witney, Raleigh Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney resident 
 

(310) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Rayson Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe it is affecting the trade in the big street and it isn’t needed anymore. Think that maybe in the summer 
you could bring it out so pubs and bars could have seating out the front but the winter it is not needed 
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(311) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Saxon Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I am objecting because in allowing  buses, taxis, cars carrying disabled people to use the High Street  it will 
make it no safer for pedestrians  and you may as well allow all traffic through.  Also why allow disabled people 
3 hours to park. 
 

(312) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Schofield Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object the closing of the high street for public access, as this causes major suffering to businesses directly on 
the high street who rely on quick passing trade. Also the restrictions cause issues with traffic flow around town, 
as less people are able to access quick and easy parking up the high street. 
 

(313) 
As an individual 
(witney, Sherbourne) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think the way it is now has lead to lack of atmosphere! I personally dont even go that end of town anymore as 
it has become too quiet for me to enjoy the shops and amenities there. I really dont see the benefits of cutting 
the traffic. There is plenty of footpath space. not to mention the massive area by the town hall. It also is a 
reminder of a pandemic that I think we all would like to forget when it is time to. Get it back to normal ASAP I 
say! 
 

(314) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Snowshill Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The town struggles to provide enough parking anyway so reducing it doesn’t make sense. 
Furthermore, the businesses on the high street suffer loss of income and I’m fed up of seeing more and more 
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businesses close in Witney. 
 

(315) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Snowshill Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Clogs up the other roads especially at rush hour. Takes away valuable short stay parking slots. 
 

(316) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Snowshill Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Of course we all feel safer with less traffic in Witney centre, but there will be no shoppers to feel safer if all of 
our local shops close because of the restrictions. 
 

(317) 
As an individual 
(Witney, South Lawn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Remove the restrictions they make no sense, I've spent a good amount of time travelling amongst other towns 
and even cities in the UK and not one place has imposed the same restrictions, they're irrelevant and no one 
actually walks on the roads since there's too many taxis and buses anyway. Close the road to everyone or no 
one 
 

(318) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Spitfire Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Because it is farcical in the way it has been handled and local businesses, the ones who matter object to it!  
 

(319) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Spitfire Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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First of all It is killing local business. All the little independent shops will die out and we will be stuck with yet 
more estate agents, hairdressers and bloody coffee shops.  
Secondly, it is causing absolute havoc on other roads with massive traffic jams as people can’t cut through 
town. I think the people who shut the town centre either don’t drive or don’t live in Witney.  
All of the potholes, broken pavements and the general untidyness of Witney should be priority, not closing the 
MAIN high street of Witney. Speaking of Witney town centre, why is the union flag not flying above the town 
hall as per Boris Johnson’s new law? 
 

(320) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Spitfire Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Businesses need passing trade 
 

(321) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Spring Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It is damaging business due to reduced footfall and also creating traffic issues in other parts of town. 
 

(322) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Squirrel Gardens) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
There was absolutely nothing wrong with how the Town Centre previously was with traffic and parking pre -
Coronavirus. I think there have been no positives from the restrictions put in place, and I’m sure it has had a 
negative impact on businesses in the town centre. Remove the restrictions A.S.A.P 
 

(323) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stenter Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I fully object to any restrictions on the high street. i think it is entirely unnecessary to keep traffic from being 
able to use this road, the initial reason for these measures was covid so people could effectively distance. for 
most of the high street the pavement is far wide enough to stay clear of people, you don't even see people 



CMDHM5 

 

walking on the part of the road that was barriered off for pedestrians so what's the point. i also think that 
people in the area must support the local businesses and as most of them have said their footfall has gone 
down significantly due to these measures for example tradesmen are unable to stop in the in the parking 
outside their shops to quickly get food. 
i support a reduction in speed limit to 20 through this stretch of road but closing it off to traffic seems like trying 
to fix an issue which doesn't exist. 
I do not support the parking amendments either. why should certain people be able to use the parking and 
some not. it should be for everyone or nobody. has any though been put into how small businesses are able to 
get deliveries when they rely on this road and parking? 
 

(324) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stenter lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It’s killing the high street having the parking restrictions 
 

(325) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stenter Mews) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object to this on the basis that you have restricted passing trade to the centre of and already fading Town 
centre that needs the passing trade to help survive 
 

(326) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stow avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Loses trade for customers and puts loads more traffic on other roads 
 

(327) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Taphouse Ave) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I don't want Witney ot become a dead hellhole like the pedestrian zone in scumpit Abingdon. Greentard 
spazzo cnuts at the council want pseudo-green shit that only cuases more traffic by everyone drioving round 
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the centre instead. Or driving to Oxford to buy goods. The local shops will die. Well done greentards. 
 

(328) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Taphouse Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
There is no real benefit to pedestrians since busses, taxis and other vehicles will still be using the road, but it 
will make it harder for less able people to shop in the High Street. Businesses look a lot quieter already, since 
the restrictions started. If this continues there won't be any shops apart from cafes and charity shops in 
Witney's town centre. 
 

(329) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Tarrant Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
1. Impact on traffic flow in Corn Street and Witan Way (already overloaded since closure of High St) 
2. Adverse impact on businesses in Corn St and Market Square, including the take away shops 
3. Danger to pedestrians crossing road at both ends of the closure due to buses and taxis approaching on 
'wrong' side of the road. I've nearly been run over. 
4. Has removed the attractive nature of the High Street and created a junky effect 
5. Church Green parking reduced by loss of the area outside the Angel pub. 
6. Creating a difficulty for elderly and less able people in collecting culky items. 
7. Many people shopping in Witney do not come from the centre - many come from the increasingly outlying 
developments and villages. 
8. This was ostensibly introduced to help people during the onset of Covid; this seems to be introduction by 
stealth. 
9. We do not want to create the kind of issue that we see in Abingdon. WE NEED TO KEEP WITNEY 
CENTRE ALIVE AND SUPPORT OUR SHOPS IN DIFFICULT TIMES. 
 

(330) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Tarrant Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
We need the High Street to thrive not kill it. We need to support local businesses. We need to keep it 
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accessible. We need it to be safe especially for women by having it kept busy. Surrounding road structure is 
not sufficient without it. Just a terrible idea 
 

(331) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Crofts) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Those prohibitions would kill a lot of small businesses. Also creates much more traffic around town and 
especially at night is creating more potentially empty spaces which- as a woman I don't find comfortable 
 

(332) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Crofts) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
First reason: Witney is a market town, and should have a thriving, bustling High Street.  Remember the 
desolation that fell when the restrictions were first imposed in 2020, and how much worse it was than before.  
People have forgotten that, and  become inured to the current situation, but we should get back to a normal, 
vital town. 
Second reason: this process of consultation is not representative of the Witney population.  Only the 
computer-literate can contribute, and many of those will be put off  by having to create an account. 
Third reason: the consultation is being treated as a vote, with each submission being treated as a plain "Yes" 
or "No". This is an abuse of process. If you are taking this approach, a proper vote should be held. 
 

(333) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Springs) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Living off corn street driving through the town is often the easiest and most direct route to many places. The 
high street has wide footpaths either side of the road plenty big enough for the current level of pedestrians.  A 
completely unnecessary restriction 
 

(334) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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I believe businesses will suffer if the changes are made ... and I believe they changes will lead to the further 
decimation of the already struggling town centre. 
 

(335) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
A lot of People don’t take any notice of the restrictions and use the road how they always have. The road 
needs opening up properly so not just rule breakers use it and bring back the footfall to this end of town to 
support the struggling businesses. 
 

(336) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Bad for small businesses. Unsafe at night to walk as less vehicles around. Causing traffic congestion either 
side of high street. 
 

(337) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It will kill off the town centre... You need to ask the businesses their opinions not me!! 
 

(338) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Businesses are struggling. The town is empty in comparison to how it used to be. Witney is half the town it 
used to be. It is no longer a thriving town. What is the need to close of the road through town? No need. 
 

(339) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Creates more traffic 
 

(340) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Current Regulations are not necessary and are leaving the town 'dead'. Current regulations do not encourage 
footfall within the town. Previous regulations were fine and should be returned to Pre-COVID status. 
 

(341) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing the road will be yet another kick in the teeth for local businesses, you would think local councils would 
support businesses rather than trying to leave move empty shops in what was once a busy town center, i've 
lived in Witney all my life & the traffic restrictions (2 speed humps, traffic lights plus 3 crossing points were 
already over the top for a road where traffic travels through well below 20mph) the diverted route taking all 
traffic past the entrance/exit of the main car park just causes grid lock at busy times. 
 

(342) 
As an individual 
(witney, thorney leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
massive inconvenience done nothing but dead the town of most it’s life 
 

(343) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Businesses have already expressed they are suffering due to less passing trade. This in itself should be 
heavily accounted for when making a decision that could potentially put these businesses at risk of closure, 
especially because of the difficulties during the Covid-19 pandemic. Simple fact is if there is no trade there will 
be no people and Witney will become a ghost town with nothing to offer for a town that continues to grow it’s 
residential capacity. I am very against the proposals due to these reasons and I do hope the council will listen 
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and act to help the local businesses that are in desperate need. 
 

(344) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The HIgh Street by definition is the Main artery of the town  and needs to remain accessible to all means of 
transport to allow for trade and social interaction 
 

(345) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Pedestrianising the area permanently is a mistake.  
Business will suffer as a consequence the closure has served out its purpose now. 
What I have seen is an increase of traffic circling the town equating to higher backlogs of vehicles, the easier 
access of taxis and busses etc only fall fowl of this too as they leave the centre as we don't have designated 
lanes for them to move more freely as they enter or leave the high street. 
The extended parking for disabled/blue badge is another issue as the spaces are limited which leaves those 
handy spaces clogged up for longer periods, they were great as they were as short stay and drop off pick up 
points.  
Perhaps a few long stay spaces could be made in addition somewhere else like outside Robert dyas on the 
paved area where its safe to enter and exit a vehicle with disability aids. 
 

(346) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Tower Hill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
As blue badge holders are already legally allowed to park on restricted areas why do they need more spaces. 
The abuse of the blue badge system is well known also.  
Corn street is diabolical when there are deliveries, Welch Way at the zebra crossing has queues at Christmas 
as there are never ending pedestrians crossing (should be a traffic light crossing). To put more pressure on 
these roads is ridiculous. The closure of the high street came about because of the pandemic and should now 
be open for all. 
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(347) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Tower Hill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I believe it is negatively impacting local businesses 
 

(348) 
As a business 
(Witney, Vale road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think experiments like this are a terrible idea when so many people and businesses are struggling ....its 
shown that its not exactly increased bussiness so why do it ....also I can see why no one fills these forms in 
....very difficult or made to be impossible for people with disabilities such as not so literate...but their views 
don't matter 
 

(349) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Vanner) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think we need to support our local business by opening up the traffic route. It was closed for Covid Reasons, 
it should be reinstated now we are coming out of lockdown measures 
 

(350) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Vanner Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The town was busy and prosperous before Covid, it needs to be free flowing to allow people to at least see our 
town centre. Not everyone is a regular visitor  I saw on tv that some business owners had lost passing trade, 
people who want fish and chips and the like do not want to park in a car park then walk to the centre, they 
want to get their fish and chips etc and take them home. When you drive up the High Street, you see the 
Buttercross and our beautiful Church and the green, which then may make visitors think, Oh! Let’s find a car 
park and have a look around. People should be responsible for themselves when walking in the streets, you 
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can’t cover for every eventuality. It is the shop keepers who pay high council tax so please take their 
businesses into consideration. 
 

(351) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Viner Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Happy for a 20 Mile speed limit, BUT the town is dead and we need to make it more user friendly, we need to 
be able to get deliveries to businesses and STOP the stupid amount of parking tickets for this, business needs 
support, DO NOT KILL OUR TOWN! 
 

(352) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Viner Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The criterion for judging the merits of the restrictions to the High Street must be what is best for Witney. As 
High Street has predominantly business premises that must mean what is best for the High Street businesses 
and therefore the economy of Witney. The present barriers are a disincentive to trading and they are reducing 
footfall into those business - they should be removed. 
 

(353) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wadards Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The town has gone really quite since the restrictions. Like a ghost town some days. The shops are really 
struggling, losing lots of customers. Many people just want to pop into a shop to collect things and although 
Waitrose car park isn't far it gets very full up at times and people do not want to spend ages looking for a 
parking space just to pop into the market or local shops. NO ONE has ever been run over as far as I know in 
the High Street. There are enough crossings, which now pedestrians ignore. Remind me, Is it twice that the 
closing of the traffic to the high St has been rejected before covid struck? The second my husband saw the 
barriers in the town he said "Here we go again,  that is the last we see of the High St open again" The council 
will quote covid and our bustling High St will be gone forever.  True to form as soon as the High St could be 
open again, the council kept it shut saying their was a majority of residents wanting it shut even though hardly 
anyone was asked and didn't know about it until it was in the Witney Gazette. I believe only 10% of Witney 
residents were asked and was passed on a small majority of the people who were asked. My husband has 
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lived in Witney all his life and after 70yrs has slowly watched the High Street fall away from what it was. I 
believed all my life the council worked for all the people of this town 
 

(354) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Water lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
To keep the traffic restrictions is killing the local business, and the heart of the town. We have lost to many 
businesses already. Stopping traffic and parking is just going to by the final nail in the rest of the shops. 
 

(355) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Waterford road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Because Witney high street will die and also the huge traffic problems these restrictions cause, elsewhere. 
Also not good for those with spasy legs, who can't walk far. 
 

(356) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Weavers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Have seen previously how pedestrianising a town centre results over a number of  years in a loss on business 
and closure of shops.  Have even witnessed a town where they reversed their decision after a number of 
years in an attempt to revitalise the dying town centre before it was too late. 
 

(357) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Weavers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The high street is empty, our town is really suffering and the traffic because of all these restrictions is worse 
than ever. 
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(358) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Weavers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe that the commercial premises are suffering as a result of the lack of passing traffic, and Witney does 
not seem as vibrant as it did. 
 

(359) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Weavers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
 
I currently use Holloway Road as a rat run, I am sure others do too. It is not fair on these residents. 
For me to drive  
Too many businesses going out of business in the town centre. I want variety and choice when I shop and 
don’t want to shop online. I want to support Witney businesses. 
I want to live in a town which is buzzing with life in town. Closing the road would be encourage me to move out 
of Witney. 
 

(360) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wenman road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Passing trade missed, increased traffic on surrounding roads by closing the high street, Holloway now being 
used as a rat run because high street is closed this causes increased risk to students leaving college. 
 

(361) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wenman Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Not everyone has a blue badge but it makes getting bulky items from the market difficult. This is having a bad 
effect on the town centre the current closure it was only supposed to temporarily closed and I feel it’s an 
excuse to force closure but not giving choice to local people that use this town. This road should be opened to 
allow traffic to flow better as it clogs up other roads shame on the council stop forcing wot you want on us who 
live here 
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(362) 
As a business 
(Witney, Wesley walk) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The market place needs its buzz back. Shops are suffering. Business is tough. Open up the high street to 
traffic as before to give the high street a chance. 
 

(363) 
As a business 
(Witney, Wesley Walk, High 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It didn't helo during/after lockdowns. Unfortunately there weren't/aren't that many pedestrians to justify the 
proposal. People were not social distancing during walks and almost always when queing. So overall only the 
businesses would suffer the consequences when trying to survive due to general footfall decrease. Yes, traffic 
could benefit businesses since they would benefit from more exposure by more people passing by and seeing 
them. 
 

(364) 
As a business 
(Witney, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Will destroy the town centre, which is already suffering from the pandemic. 
Very bad for both business and the community. 
 

(365) 
As a business 
(Witney, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I do not see any benefit in the road closure and restrictions. However, I do see that this will stop spontaneous 
trade to small businesses. Some of these shops have customer solely using them, and only for 5-10 minutes 
at a time. I run a small business in another part of the town and rely on passing trade, so understand what the 
closure would mean to these businesses. 
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(366) 
As an individual 
(Witney, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I think it will have a negative impact on the business on the high street. 
 

(367) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Westfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I firmly believe that the restrictions proposed will irrevocably damage the town, One only has to look at 
Bicester as an example of pedestrianisation of the high street as signing the death knell for the town centre 
 

(368) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Westfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object to the motor vehicle prohibition and parking restrictions for a number of reasons. It makes access very 
difficult for those who haven't got a disabled badge, and these are numerous people such as OAP's and 
others with illness and disabilities who for whatever reason haven't and can't obtain a blue badge.  
Access to the high street is incredibly dangerous as cars have to not only navigate a mini roundabout but also 
the fact that they have to cross into the other lane to access Witney High Street.  
It is a temporary measure I am told, but it has been in place for months, and it isn't only inconvenient but 
incredibly dangerous, also! 
It would be a lot more practical and safer to erect a sign that states only certain vehicles can pass through the 
high street, as opposed to belligerently and dangerously blocking one lane of the road!  
I have a disabled badge and am delighted that I can park easily on the high street and go about my business.  
However, I feel incredibly sorry for the business who rely on foot traffic, the aforementioned people, and that it 
is a ridiculous idea that severely impedes traffic. 
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(369) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wheatfield Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high street is dying and people need as much access as possible to these shops. You should be listening 
to the owners of these businesses to come up with a solution for everyone. 
 

(370) 
As an individual 
(witney, wilkinson place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe that the current restriction is killing off the high street as business are missing out on passing trade 
 

(371) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wilkinson place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
We need to keep the high street open to support businesses and bring Witney back to life 
 

(372) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Willowbank) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The restriction of motor vehicles in the high street and market square will reduce the amount of consumers 
that local businesses rely on. Residents and visitors and not going to want to increase there commute time 
parking further away, especially with the elderly community who may not have a blue badge. The high street is 
also an accessible route through Witney which I would argue reduces traffic, not increase. There is too much 
space to let to but pedestrianising the area. This is not a huge high street like most towns and the shops rely 
on all customers. Especially when we could park outside HSBC or along the high street roads. Covid is back 
to normal and we should get back to normal too. 
 

(373) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Windrush valley 
road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Without any extra infrastructure in place to aid traffic flow around this closure traffic in the surrounding streets 
has increased significantly especially around peak times. Also businesses on the high street are losing trade 
whilst it is closed to most traffic. People are now avoiding shopping in Witney because of these restrictions 
and the high street currently needs all the help it can get if it’s going to survive. 
 

(374) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Windrush Valley 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Traffic on surrounding roads have become busier and it is causing problems getting anywhere during peak 
times. The businesses on the high street are losing trade and people are avoiding shopping in Witney all 
together. The high street needs all the business it can get. 
 

(375) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Witney high street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I have stopped shopping in Witney or taking my children to get a quick milkshake at the shake shop because 
you cannot park outside anymore….. Also driving round is creating more traffic 
 

(376) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Witney high street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Having the road open lessens the traffic around the rest of the area 
 

(377) 
As a business 
(Witney, Witney Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Detrimental to businesses currently there. We are going to end up with a ghost town. 
 

(378) 
As a business 
(Witney, Witney, High 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Street)  
I think it will kill of the High Street. Already the shops in that section of the High Street have closed and i am 
very worried for the trade of the existing shops. I cannot see how they will pick up the same amount of trade 
without the cars bringing shoppers to the area, especially as the 30 minute parking allowance was perfect for 
popping to the bank, the market or for picking up a shake from the Shake Shop. 
Having walked in the area, i feel it is no benefit to a pedestrian because on multiple occasions i have 
witnessed taxis driving at considerable speed and buses travelling down the road. I have also witnessed a 
reduction in shoppers in the area when i have been walking.  
I also have felt the risk to my own safety whilst walking in the area to be worse, because when it was fully 
operational as an area of traffic, myself and my children we aware of the cars and took extra care, but now it is 
part-pedestrianised it is more dangerous because we don't expect to turn around and find a bus travelling 
down the road at 20-30mph. If you insist on keeping it pedestrianised i would vote for no taxis or buses as i 
think they are more of a risk to unsuspecting pedestrians, particularly children and the elderly.  
Please allow traffic as normal and don't kill the Witney High Street. I feel so sorry for the Market and the small 
shops down that end of the High Street as this lack of traffic stops people parking up and popping to a shop or 
the market. You will see more shops and banks leaving the High Street and market traders will find a new 
location that is more thriving than Witney currently is. This is very sad and shocking that WODC are 
encouraging this. I strongly object and my business is not at this end of the High Street so we are not directly 
affected. I object as a business owner as i can see the damage it is doing to my fellow traders. 
 

(379) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodford Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Traffic on alternative roads causing issuing and decreased foot traffic in the high street. 
 

(380) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodford Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
36 out of 37 businesses on the high street are objecting to this, surely that shows the closures are negatively 
effecting their trade and income. 
It isn’t a pedestrianised street, so it isn’t any safer.. I have 2 young children and I don’t feel any safer from the 
traffic (which isn’t fast or of a high volume) or feel that we have more space to walk around at a social 
distance. 
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The high street is also a through road for some people and not being able to drive up/down it is increasing 
traffic in other areas of town, which is time consuming for drivers, increasing pollution in those areas and 
increasing a safety risk for pedestrians in those areas. 
Please OPEN the high street!! 
 

(381) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodgreen) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The hight street will died if don't open back up Witney. Will died if this is kept closed. COVID is over open it up 
now! The pavements are big enough to come. 
 

(382) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodgreen) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Access to local business. Road should be open. We used to park and drop in to many local shops here and 
now dont! Also parking for sons school- the batt 
 

(383) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodley green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Town centre is quiet, and dead. I no longer visit witney town centre and instead travel to oxford. There is no 
buzz about witney with town centre shut off. 
Not only this but it is a pain having to drive around town centre to get to the other side, longer routes have to 
be taken, more fuel burnt, more emissons. Also not being able to pick up or drop friends or family off in town 
centre is annoying, and the short term parking bays was brilliant for popping in and out of a shop e.g to grab a 
shake from shake shop! 
 

(384) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodley Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing the road creates additional traffic on the surrounding roads (hardly environmentally friendly making 
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people take a longer route and add to the build up of traffic) . 
The pavement is wide enough and there is a pedestrian crossing  so it is easy enough to cross the road.  
Keeping it closed to everyone except buses/disabled people is more likely to cause incidents as people will 
cross the road expecting there to be no traffic and so are less likely to be paying attention/being vigilant when 
crossing. 
 

(385) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Restricted traffic affects the local businesses 
 

(386) 
As an individual 
(witney, woodstock rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
because with the temporary road closure Witney has lost it's heart and soul. It is affecting local businesses 
and I dread to think what will happen to the town if this is made permanent. 
 

(387) 
As a business 
(Witney, Woodstock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Local businesses are suffering financially from the lack of footfall & less parking in Market Square 
 

(388) 
As a business 
(Witney, Woodstock Road 
A4095) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I am objecting to the proposed reforms because of the negative effect it has on local business up and down 
the High Street and also because of the increased problems it causes with local traffic. These restrictions were 
brought into force due to Covid-19 social distancing and now that social distancing requirements are being 
relaxed across the country, the restrictions on the High Street in Witney should be removed and returned to 
how they were before the Covid-19 pandemic and how they had been for decades before. Regarding the 
traffic problems, blocking off the High Street only adds to congestion on all other roads in the area, 
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infrastructure which has been at capacity for years already before the High Street being closed off (the new 
slip road at Cogges A40 won't do anything to relieve this). Witney town has been ruined in the past years by 
businesses being driven out due to rate increases, nightlife venues being forced to close due to rate 
increases, now your proposing to close off the Hight Street indefinitely to motorised vehicles....all your doing is 
turning our beloved town into a concrete walkway with no unique individual businesses, filled with I don't know 
how many coffee shops and cheap drinking establishments. I think you should spend your time trying to 
improve our town, not ruin it. How many vacant shop premesis are there now in the center?  What are you 
doing about that? 
 

(389) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wychwood close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high Street looks like a ghost town. The road does not need to be closed. The businesses are being 
affected. 
I've been in witney for 30 years now... And it's changed and not for the better. 
 

(390) 
As an individual 
(Witbey, Southlawn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
These are just some of the reasons why I think you SHOULD KEEP THE HIGH STREET OPEN. Businesses 
will suffer ie markets and shops,  also I know some old people who do not qualify for a disabled badge but 
struggle with heavy bags, the market people would always carry their shopping to their car but this can no 
longer happen so these old people are being discriminated  against. there has never been any traffic 
congestion in the town centre before & now there is terrible congestion around all the other roads ib the town 
centre   Holloway Rd seems to have turned into a rat run.  The Angel pub using parking spaces & closing  part 
of a road is ludicrous. We should be supporting all businesses and not just a select few 
 

(391) 
As a business 
(The town centre has been 
spoilt by these restrictions. 
Shops have less footfall 
which in turn has reduced 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney used to be a thriving market town encouraging many visitors.  It now has no atmosphere, with less 
footfall it risks even more small businesses closure.  It used to be perfect to drive along the whole of the High 
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their business & risks more 
local individual shops 
livelihood., High Street) 

Street, see what shops there are & park in market square for a short time 
 

(392) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, Pond Hill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I feel restrictions should be reversed to pre pandemic. Witney town centre seemed a lot busier and vibrant 
then 
 

(393) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, Barretts Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I see no benefit to the road closure. The road hasn't been pedestrianised, so what is the point? I think it is 
having a negative effect on local businesses, and they have had a tough year or two already. 
 

(394) 
As an individual 
(stonesfield, iris lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
illogical to block off good wide road appropriate for traffic.  traffic never so heavy that it was impossible to 
cross the road but much more sensible to provide pedestrian crossing if that is deemed necessary, and clarify 
who has right of way on currently ambiguous layout in fromt of Lloyds Bank.  also current configuration with 
course wooden troughs as blockade is deeply unattractive. 
I would be much more grateful if someone could monitor the logjam of traffic around the traffic lights at High 
St/Witan Way during the daily commute when it seems to be the practice to ignore traffic light signals in order 
to selfishly keep moving.  it's an unwelcome phenomenon we have never encountered anywhere else in the 
country! 
 

(395) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, Slate 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Already there are several pedestrian areas in Witney and wide footpaths in most areas, these can be 
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developed for more extensive use. But are part of the unique character of Witney.  The High Street does have 
good pavements  for shoppers other than outside Boots to probably Poundland. Alternative roads are normally 
congested already at peak times. E.g. Welch Way, Witan Way, Station Road, Ducklington Lane. So closure of 
the High Street would make matters worse by simple shifting the issue and causing more congestion and 
pollution for residents of those roads, instead of dispersion. Cycle routes were put in with little consultation 
over lockdown, less than 6% of population responded and most were unaware of any consultation. Villages 
whose residents rely on cars and minimal public transport were not consulted. Schools had no input on cycle 
routes, which in current form neither meet needs of pupils and actually are a danger to traffic in Corn Street. 
No effective planning  or consultation with experts was made as it was rushed through to gain funding. Witney 
is a vibrant town, pedestrianising the centre will cause problems getting to schools and colleges in central 
Witney, businesses will lose footfall as the number of shoppers diminish.....see Banbury High St, Bicester High 
St,  impact on Oxford as shops are closing partly due to parking restrictions, higher business rates and  Covid. 
Which are the towns with vibrancy? Chipping Norton, Thame, Stow, Moreton in Marsh.  
The Shores Green scheme should be implemented first so that it’s impact can be first assessed in normal 
trading times. 
Any survey conducted currently will not be accurate when so many people are still working from home and 
many reticent to go physically shopping and are relying on delivery services. 
A small number of vocal residents, who are possibly active and within easy walking distance of the centre, are 
colouring the direction of the plans. More effort needs to be made to engage the elderly, disabled, businesses 
and commuters.  Witney is a hub for the local area and these should not be excluded or dismissed. The format 
for the surveys....online does make access difficult to find and for many difficult to use. 
Disabled parking  proposals need to take into consideration that the west side of the High Street means 
people will not be able to get easily into a vehicle as a large, horizontal area is required to open doors and use 
wheelchairs. 
The Active transport initiatives do not support the norms of everyday life...... transporting children to school, 
shopping, going to work, caring for elderly / Disabled, deliveries, late night transport, links to villages etc. 
Perhaps a survey should be made of cycle use, where are these journeys, who are they, what proportion of 
the population? The most successful cycle route is across Langel Common from Cogges, across open space 
from housing directly to Waitrose where there are cycle racks.......completely safe. Most people do not want to 
cycle a distance, many use the route with children. The other popular route used by many at Henry Box and 
the Burwell area. Is directly from the Leys to Ducklington Lane, again not near any road. (Also the route from 
Marriott to WestEnd. ) Both routes have a traffic light to cross the road at the other end. The information 
collected is too crude and, to my mind, the proposals are expensive for the limited benefits.  Existing well used 
routes should  be developed to link with others away from roads, rather than putting in cycle routes on roads 
which many cyclists do not even use 



CMDHM5 

 

Detailed plans in an accessible format need to be available in libraries, sent to all Parish Councils, displayed in 
Council offices, libraries etc. Having a maximum of a month leading up to Christmas to respond is ridiculous 
and reflects exactly what appears to have happened in January. 
Having just returned from the Lake District, I was impressed with part of Windermere town centre where  for 
part of a street, they had a wider pavement on one side , Block crossings, and on the other side standard 
width pavements with parking adjacent on the road side. People were using these spaces, which were easy to 
drive into, to drop into the  shops.  The current barrier planters do not work. Windermere had used a very 
limited one way system . But as mentioned previously the Shores Green junction needs to be implemented 
first to see the impact on Witney and I would add the removal of the HGV ban in Burford!  
 
 

(396) 
As an individual 
(Steventon, Causeway) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
There is no good reason to keep blocking streets to free movement. I do shop there but if you do this I will not 
anymore. I will go to reading or shop on line. 
 

(397) 
As an individual 
(Stanton Harcourt, 
Blackditch) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It will lead to a dead town. No hussle and bussle. No life. 
There is no need to put an extra problem on businesses that need fly in visits from customers. 
 

(398) 
As an individual 
(Stanford in the Vale, High 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Traffic restrictions will do just that - restrict, especially the elderly and disabled.  How will businesses get 
deliveries!  Seen all this is London and it kills high streets.  People stop visiting, businesses decline and close 
and eventually the place becomes a ghost town. 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(399) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Witney, The 
Downs, Standlake) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The temporary closure of the High Street during the Covid pandemic was in itself, I believe, an extreme 
reaction to the issue.  To make this permanent is killing the High Street - it is like a ghost town.  I rarely walk 
down it as I am used to driving to it parking -so I can take heavy and/or unwieldy items to the charity shops, 
buy large items, pop into the bank, browse in the shops etc.  This is neither a pedestrian precinct - vehicles 
still go up and down it - or a working road.  We already have pedestrian precincts at the Woolgate, Marriots 
Walk, Wesley Walk  etc we do not need another one.  I fully. support all of the traders in the High Street in 
backing the resumption of the high street to be able to park and drive down as before. 
 

(400) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, A415) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
My reasoning is varied. Firstly there is no evidence that the high st was ever congested. Secondly retail outlets 
in the high St will suffer continued loss of footfall that has been in evidence since the road was restricted. 
Thirdly the alternative routes along Welsch way and past Waitrose are busy enough as it is and the high st has 
historically relieved that congestion. Furthermore there has never been any sense from the majority of the 
local population that the high st should be closed to traffic, which leads me to question why the idea ever 
materialised.  
It would be a grave insult to the majority of the local population is it were closed. 
 

(401) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Abingdon 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I used to pre restrictions park regularly on Witney high street for its convenient location for banking and quick 
shopping requirements. It’s so handy. I’m sure the businesses on the high street in particular will really suffer 
without this. What’s the problem with reinstating?  This is madness! 
 

(402) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Manor 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Crescent)  
Wintney is a thriving market town with a great market and independent traders alongside large high street 
names. People were attracted to Witney as a consequence of this and the excellent parking arrangements. 
Now there is no through traffic and Witney traders are being starved of support as a result of a scheme that 
was supposed to help during the pandemic. As the government imposed COVID restrictions have been lifted 
and the impact of closing these areas has been assessed I think it is essential that the roads be reopened 
 

(403) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Church Mill 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Free flow of traffic adds to the atmosphere of busyness. Take it away and even on a busy day the town will 
look quiet. Witney isnt Oxford or Cheltenham. 
 

(404) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This is totally detrimental to the small businesses that are situated along the high street. Witney is already 
looking like a ghost town with shops shutting everywhere. It used to be such a lovely place but now is frankly 
depressing .  
Please do not close the road to cars it is totally unnecessary. 
 

(405) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Manor 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think the High Street was safer before the restrictions. Cars still use it even though there are "barriers" at both 
ends. On a couple of occasions I have had to quickly get out of the way of cars travelling the High Street 
illegally. Parking should be allowed in Market Square as it's beneficial to shops in the Square and in the High 
Street. 
 

(406) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Rack end) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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There is very little evidence that this is a dangerous area for pedestrians or cyclists (or if there is more please 
make it public to help educate the discussion). I would object on the grounds that the case for it seems 
completely at odds with the wishes and needs of local businesses who have struggled through the last 2 years 
of restrictions. Witney is a great town and somewhere I have enjoyed living for a great many years, this seems 
like a strange decision based entirely on a very weak case and some previously extremely limited canvasing 
of public opinion. 
 

(407) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, The Orchard) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It directly affects businesses in the center of Witney.  Prevents people from parking close to town. It increases 
traffic in other areas of the town. Its not clear what if any benefits this brings to the center of witney? 
 

(408) 
As an individual 
(Southmoor, Walker Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
We moved from Kent 3 years ago. It's wonderful to have a vibrant, busy, diverse market town on our doorstep. 
Town centres are struggling with high rates, the effects of covid, online shopping and we must all make sure 
that local businesses in local towns are given every opportunity to maintain abd increase footfall.  The Council 
should be supportive too, ensuring that Witney keeps its vibrancy and diversity for local shoppers and those 
beyond.  Listen to those who know Witney best. 
 

(409) 
As an individual 
(South Leigh, Chapel Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I don't see any need for it anymore. 
 

(410) 
As an individual 
(South Leigh, Lymbrook 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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I like to be able to drive through the town centre and park for a short while, like it used to be outside the banks, 
opposite Market Square. I now rarely go into town. Maybe weekly I park in the Waitrose car park to visit 
Waitrose, but I do not have the energy to walk through. I do not qualify for a BLue Badge 
 

(411) 
As an individual 
(South Leigh, Station Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It has meant that I don’t visit local shops that I used to much more easily. I fear that they will vanish from the 
high street. I don’t feel there was sufficient thought or consultation in putting the restrictions in place. 
 

(412) 
As an individual 
(South Leigh, Station Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
A partial closure solves nothing. Pedestrians still cannot safely walk on the road, but will have a false sense of 
security leading them to believe that they can, with the inevitable dangerous consequences as the occasional 
taxi and bus mows them down. Local shops, with a single exception, say that it will harm their business, 
potentially leading to to the closing of those shops and the destruction of a much-loved high street. Leave it 
fully open, so that everyone knows where they are. 
 

(413) 
As an individual 
(Signet, A361 Lechlade 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I am 76 and need to be able to park as near to the High Street shops, dentist and market as I can.  Both 
proposals make this impossible. 
 

(414) 
As an individual 
(Shipton under wychwood, 
St Michael's Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It's important to keep the area alive, not create a dead zone in the heart of the town, but also to improve the 
disabled shopping experience 
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(415) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Weldon Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I sometimes travel to Witney for either shopping & visiting friends. I believe the road closure & parking 
restrictions will be very damaging for the businesses there as they will miss out on lots of passing trade, as 
well as evening trade. When I have visited Witney, I have never ever seen any traffic issues with through 
traffic on the High Street, this road closure proposal is totally unnecessary. 
 

(416) 
As a business 
(Northampton, google) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Unable to deliver without getting a ticket 
 

(417) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, 5 Wilcote 
View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Witney is struggling at the moment and this road closure is making it worse , plus clogging up other roads 
nearby 
 

(418) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Park road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Pre Covid , we were allowed to park for 30 min to at least pick up and collect from the shops in that area , we 
have had our rights taken away because of covid no other reason . 
 

(419) 
As an individual 
(North leigh, Park road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I have witnessed, several times, people,  including myself and partner, having problems crossing the road 
towards Comos restaurant.  You automatically look right and before you know it vehicles come around the 
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blockade from the left.  If a bus is parked and another bus/vehicle passes it then another vehicle/bus comes 
around the blockade down the high street it is dangerous. We all know to look left and right but not normally on 
what would be one way.  We do not come into witney much now because it's not the same with the closure of 
the road.  It's not only reduced traffic but it's reduced pedestrians!   You could count them on one hand now. 
It's hirrible. There is also an element of "road racers" who like to dare to break rules. This has not and will not 
EVER improve witney. It's a very big mistake. 
 

(420) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Green Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Despite the restrictions my wife and I have noticed on a number of occasions that the restrictions are ignored 
by a minority  of drivers and there is no point in making this mainly a pedestrian area if the restrictions are not 
enforced. The lack of traffic encourages the offenders to drive or ride through at speeds almost certainly in 
excess of 30 mph (which takes some doing!). 
We have also noticed that the heart appears to  have gone out of the town centre, we rarely see friends or 
acquaintances as we did before the restrictions  we’re put in place. Without a doubt traders who are struggling 
to survive will almost certainly upsticks and move to another town and the town centre will become a ghost 
town. The fishmonger on the market does not have a stall on Saturdays as he told me it was not financially 
viable. 
 

(421) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Ladywell 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I feel the proposals are detrimental to shops in that area and inconvenient to their customers 
 

(422) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Witney Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
You are killing the businesses in the town. An utter disgrace. We cannot all go around on bicycles. Have any 
of you ever run a business? If nothing else put in a one way system. Otherwise Witney will go the way of 
Abingdon. And then you’ll move onto the next town to ruin.  
I hope one day all the planners of this ridiculous situation have to earn their own living rather than being 
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supported by the public taxation. Shameful. 
 

(423) 
As an individual 
(New Yatt, New Yatt Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Detrimental to the Businesses in that area, foot fall now very poor, no chance to just pop quickly to a shop or a 
bank, passing traffic will not see shops, so will have no idea of anything new, No atmosphere what so ever just 
deserted even on market day, just looks complete waste of space 
 

(424) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, Charterville 
close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe that Witney is already beginning to “too quiet” and with this main road closed, Witney will turn into a 
place for the elderly as no decent shops or hustle and bustle will remain to keep the town alive. I understand 
that these were put in place for good reasons but I do not see the benefit of it other than a pain to drive around 
Witney, be stuck in traffic and not have the usual busy market squares. Also some people use the road 
anyway, I wouldn’t usually have a problem with this except that there is no enforcement of drivers using the 
road still. It might as well become a usual road. 
 

(425) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, O'Connor's 
Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The proposal will not help the trade in the high street. 
The high street is safe with traffic passing through. 
 

(426) 
As an individual 
(Minster lovell, Wenrisc 
drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The current situation means you still get traffic so not much difference if you are a pedestrian.  But it’s killing 
the trade and Witney high street really needs the trade to be thriving town.  I miss the buzz and because it is 
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no longer possible to get from Welch way to the buttercross, it is necessary to go to Tower Hill roundabout and 
up corn street or use Holloway Road neither of which is a good solution.  I now go to witney less and Carterton 
more 
 

(427) 
As an individual 
(Milton under wychwood, 
Elm grove) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Unnecessary. Support for local businesses need is greater. 
 

(428) 
As an individual 
(Mickleton, Glass house 
road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I have worked in witney for 10 years and have spent a lot of hours walking up and down the high street and 
can honestly say I have seen and had more close calls with traffic/ buses/ cyclists since the restrictions where 
introduced than the whole of the last ten years! The problem is that pedestrians don’t look now like they would 
have before due to the noise of the traffic etc. Also when crossing the road at either end of the high street 
where the road is blocked off on one side as a natural instinct you tend to just look to your right and forget that 
traffic comes from both ways and I have seen quite a few near misses with cars and buses here. I also own 
and run a high street business the other end of the high street number 61 and although it doesn’t seem to 
have impacted our trade I feel like it will if it’s fully pedestrianised. We need to make shopping as easy as 
possible for people nowadays and unfortunately making it harder to drive through witney is pushing customers 
from further afield away. People who cycle into town aren’t going to place a £500 order with us they might buy 
a few little bits but we rely on bigger sales to keep us in business. I would say at least 75% of our sales over 
£50 come from people who don’t live in witney. We also heavily rely on people driving through town and 
seeing our shop. Creating a pedestrian zone on the high street will make it even harder for people to know 
what shops are actually In the town! Over the last 10 years I cannot tell you just how many sales we have had 
from people driving past and spotting something in our windows and coming back to purchase them. The 
passing trade is so important and as I said this currently doesn’t affect my business because I am based on 
the lower portion of the high street but I worry that it will have a knock on affect on the whole town if this 
pointless plan goes ahead. People are lazy they simply won’t come if they have to walk to far! Witney is by far 
one of the best shopping towns within 40 miles people love to come here we get told it all the time. Please 
please please don’t make this mistake for the sake of a quieter town etc etc because that is exactly how it will 
end up if this goes ahead a ghost town. Just like all of the other high streets across Britain. Witney has so 
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many small shops that have survived the last 10 years on the high street which is what sets us apart from 
other towns. Please don’t spoil it by changing things when there is no benefit to local businesses. 
 

(429) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanbourgh, 
Churchill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Makes it throughly unpleasant to get into witney centre so I go to kidlington instead. 
 

(430) 
As an individual 
(Long hanborough, Corn 
hide) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
As someone who has shopped in the high street all my life, I don’t feel that this is benefiting any of the 
businesses located In The high street. 
I don’t feel that this is needed for Witney. Witney high street is never significantly that busy that people walk in 
the road area/need the additional space etc .  larger places such as oxford this is ideal but not Witney. Over 
the past 15 years Witney has deteriorated especially in terms of shopping and nightlife, far far to many coffee 
shops. If  Witney shopping /nightlife  was significantly improved maybe there would be a need for this.  
After speaking with shop owners I am On the understanding that the rates for shops in the town is 
phenomenally high, meaning there will always be a large amount of turn over as we are seeing today.  
There for This at this time is no benifit to the town 
 

(431) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, Main 
road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney is beginning to feel like a ghost town. Accessibility needs to be made easy so people keep coming to 
our town also needs access and disabled parking in high street 
 

(432) 
As an individual 
(Long hanborough, Payne 
Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Unless truly pedestrianised ie no pubic transport, taxis, loading, disabled bays etc it seems pointless to 
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prohibit other vehicles when congestion through Witney could be eased by opening up the high street again. I 
am not sure what is gained for anyone by only restricting certain vehicles - it doesn’t make the area safer for 
pedestrians, pollution will still occur as cars will still travel around Witney, ease/speed of access to shops is 
lost and it doesn’t make the high street look physically more appealing as there will still be other modes of 
transport. Overall it seems a pointless idea. 
 

(433) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, 
Reliance way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
These restrictions are killing the soul of Witney , pedestrianisation will add nothing , there are other areas to sit 
and drink coffee, The High street is the heart of Witney as in a lot of towns and at the moment that has been 
ripped away . 
 
 

(434) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, 
Churchill Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It would completely kill the high street which has struggled so much in the past few years! Nearly all the 
businesses object to the plan and I feel it would completely ruin their ‘passing’ trade. 
 

(435) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, Corn 
Hide) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Market place has always been the same since it was created ,there is no need to change Witneys history in 
this way .Plu i feel it would be unhelpful to the business community  who serve the town and beyond . 
 

(436) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, 
Evenlode Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This will effect the local businesses. They have had a tough time and nothing extra should take business away 
from them. Listen to there concerns. 
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(437) 
As a business 
(Long Hanborough, Lodge 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The small amount of traffic is perfectly manageable plus the high street aren't getting the footfall created by the 
30 minute parking spaces.  As for the closing of the road for the Angel that absolutely absurd and there will be 
a car accident of worse there soon.  All other pubs that didn't have adequate outdoor space during COVID 
couldn't open, why are these different? 
 

(438) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, 
Millwood End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The road is certainly quieter, but I have found that has taken some of the positive atmosphere of activity and 
successful bustle out of it. It feels rather dead and it cannot be good for those businesses that rely on passing 
quick stops for their trade. The main car parks are at a distance from that area, which will also have an impact 
on them.  We should be protecting our high street businesses as they bring life and vibrancy into the town. 
Cars and buses still use the road so it is not a safe pedestrian only area. It is also a key through route to Corn 
Street, the Green so on, so it doesn't make sense to cut off that access, particularly if it is impacting 
significantly on the health of the businesses in those areas. 
 

(439) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, 
Roosevelt Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think it is negative for trade to restrict access to the High Street in this way. As a driver, it also means having 
to drive further to get around town - not good for congestion or the environment! 
 

(440) 
As an individual 
(Leafield, Fairspear) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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You could ban buses and lorries from high street, they already use Corn Street. Let people including those 
who already have to drive in from villages use the High Street to quickly access shops like the Chemist for 
example. And reopen Church Green. Why give one pub an advantage over every other pub in Witney? 
 

(441) 
As an individual 
(Leafield, Fairspear road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Because the reasons stated for the restriction are wrong. Due to the restriction I have to travel extra miles to 
get from one side to the other so coursing more environmental pollution. Safety aspect is wrong there are 
many buses taxi’s and disabled drivers that make it no more safer then before the restriction. 
 

(442) 
As an individual 
(Leafield, The Ridings) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
There are lots of small businesses that rely on passing trade and people popping in when they can stop , 
people who won’t be bothered to go and find parking elsewhere. It will also create traffic in other roads in and 
around town as you push traffic from one area to another . It is already noticeable in Witan Way at peak times 
and on Station Lane . 
 

(443) 
As an individual 
(Leafield, The ridings) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney is dying on its feet,the shop keepers can back this up.footfall is dropping and shops are closing.FACT!  
Road closure will NOT help. Chipping norton is similar market town,with the busy a361 through the middle of it 
and its thriving,like Witney used to. 
Road closure has ripped the heart n soul out of it,permanently close it and you will kill it. 
 
 

(444) 
As an individual 
(Kirtlington, Crowcastle 
lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Restricts and slows down transport especially for the elderly and disabled as well as Emmergency vehicles. A 
better solution is subsidised good public transport 
 

(445) 
As an individual 
(Kencot, Main street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I think the partial vehicle ban is a bad idea.I can understand the reason ,giving pedestrians more space during 
the worst time of the pandemic,but now it is much more important to get all things back to normal.There are a 
large number of cars ignoring the ban now,so remove the barriers and get vehicles back on the right side of 
the road. 
 

(446) 
As an individual 
(Hook norton, Austin's way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing the high street to traffic has already caused more congestion in the town.  It is killing trade in the town 
also, as can be seen from the number of closed up shops. 
 
 

(447) 
As an individual 
(High Cogges, High Cogges 
road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Objecting 
Need to get back to normal after Covid. Witney has no life in it. The road is not really pedestrianised as car 
and buses are still allowed. No one will walk in the road so will end up as empty and desolate. Businesses and 
market affected by access and deliveries especially sandwich and shake shop.   Traffic has been generally 
lower because of Covid but now is increasing. Any roadworks with this closure reduces options for traffic 
dispersal and using other routes. This means more standing polluting traffic. The last roadworks at the 
roundabout by the leisure centre caused chaos as there were reduced routes to avoid it. This was during covid 
and traffic was low. You are also forgetting there is a lot of elderly in Witney who do not qualify for a blue 
badge but have issues with mobility, there will be no options to park close. 
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(448) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Middletown) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I’m objecting in order to support local businesses. 
 

(449) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Poffley End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think we need the restrictions lifted to enable business to continue 
 

(450) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Hailey) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Closing off spaces mean that they become less friendly over the 24 hour period. It was never that busy and 
buses still need to use the road. It was fine the way it was 
 

(451) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Middletown) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It causes loads of traffic on the other routes, it causes a loss of trade for local businesses, and I never see any 
cyclists on high street anyway. High street is dead with the current restrictions. 
 

(452) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Middletown) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Objecting in order to help Witney’s town centre businesses. 
 

(453) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Middletown) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Local shops etc need better access 
 

(454) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Poffley End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Since the road has been blocked off, it has completely killed the town centre. It makes traffic around the town 
even worse than usual, and lots of people are not keen to go into the town centre, particularly those with 
limited mobility. In addition, having it as mostly pedestrianised but not fully is frankly dangerous. Buses, lorries, 
taxis and some cars race through the centre, and unsuspecting pedestrians don't stand a chance. It's only a 
matter of time until a nasty accident occurs. Just within my family the number of near misses is terrifying. I 
don't see the need to have it partially pedestrianised anymore. 
 

(455) 
As an individual 
(Fyfield Wick, Has no 
official name, usually 
referred to as either "road 
running through Fyfield 
Wick" or occasionally as 
"the Charney Road") 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Even though I live closer to Abingdon I much prefer doing my regular shopping in Witney which has a far 
better range of shops.  I usually park in the main car parks but on occasions it is more convenient to pull up 
adjacent to a specific shop to nip in and collect something or if needing to carry heavy items such as several 
bags of food. I am concerned that the loss of this facility may have a negative impact on the ability of local 
businesses to recover after what has been a very challenging couple of years.  I'd like to add that in the past, 
before the 'temporary' restrictions were put in place the High Street never felt an unsafe place to walk with 
regards to traffic. With less vehicles using the road now, my observations are that those that still do appear to 
travel faster than in the past. Perhaps a compromise that could be reached would be to widen the pavements 
and add additional raised crossing points to calm the traffic and make vehicle drivers feel they are intruding on 
pedestrian space. Such methods work extremely well on the continent. 
 

(456) 
As a business 
(Freeland, Witney, 
Eynsham Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney High street is quite simply the heart of this gorgeous old town. By closing the high street to traffic and 
restricting parking this town will slowly die . We have all seen how easily town centres can succumb to out of 
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town shopping outlets and become a rag bag of charity shops taking the space if once loved local businesses. 
This will happen to Witney . Already locals are avoiding the town centre -and the vital businesses there 
because of the disruption caused by the vehicle ban and when I spoke to a few of the shop owners and 
managers in the high street they all expressed concern as their daily takings have plummeted since the high 
street closure . They rely on this frequent passing trade . 
 

(457) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Church View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The negative effect the closure has on local businesses (shops and market).  
It is no good having a lovely pedestrian zone to walk through if there are no longer any shops to visit. 
 

(458) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Church View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney has always succeeded because it is car friendly, this project is not and trade is noticeably quieter since 
the restrictions came in. Freeland has no bus service so shopping has to be by car, anything that encourages 
shoppers to travel further to out of town supermarkets is bad for Witney & the environment. Car use might be 
frowned upon but it is still the most practical and convenient way to shop, and that is what people will do 
whatever is done to deter car use. Oxford is so hostile I have not visited since before the old Westgate centre 
was demolished and I know I am not alone. 
 

(459) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Eynsham Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe it will strangle small businesses in the highstreet. They've already taken a hit from the Coronavirus 
pandemic and subsequent growth of online services and purchasing. This is a kick in the teeth. They're going 
to turn Witney highstreet into a ghost town. 
 

(460) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Eynsham road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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I feel Witney is not a busy enough town to require the roads to be pedestrianised. Since the roads have been 
closed to vehicles the town seems quieter, the shops less busy. There is a false sense of security with the 
road being closed people are being less observant when they cross the road but there is still a danger from 
buses and taxis. Please scrap the vehicle restrictions in the town. 
 

(461) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Eynsham Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Affecting local businesses 
 

(462) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Woodlands) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Support local shops 
 

(463) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Wroslyn road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
We want to keep our high streets alive. By restricting cars to use high street slot of people who just need to 
‘pop’ to the bank or ‘pop’ into boots or ‘quickly’ grab a sandwich from sandwich de Witney are not able to do 
so. They will be put off by having to find a car parking space and then walk from car park. What was supposed 
to be a quick 5 minute trip turns into 15/20 minutes and some people will be put off from coming into Witney 
altogether.  
Also it will relieve some of the traffic around Witney. Since the closing of high street and the end of lockdown 
the traffic around the town has got increasingly worse at all times of the day not just rush hour. 
 

(464) 
As an individual 
(Finstock, Hill crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Businesses will suffer and we will end up with an empty high street also where you are pushing traffic goes 
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near to pensioners living in assisted living and homes for elderly and increasing pollution for them 
 

(465) 
As an individual 
(Finstock, Hill Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Through traffic is not a safety problem, don't want to see the high street killed anymore. 
 

(466) 
As an individual 
(Finstock, Walkers Height) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Without the viability of businesses on the High Street there will be no point in having pedestrians feeling "safe." 
They can feel safe in the nearby parks or cafes. Just reduce the speed limit on the High Street and introduce 
street bumps. 
 

(467) 
As an individual 
(Finstock, Witney Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Long established businesses and Witney’s charter market traders are struggling as customers who used to be 
able to park close by for a short time and purchase can no longer do so.  The road is wide, there are 
opportunities to formally create two more road crossing places where pedestrians have priority on the existing 
paved cross-walks; a 30 minute parking limit for any vehicles along both sides of the length of the widest 
sections, in combination with a low speed limit would give the best of both worlds.   Parking spaces have also 
been lost in front of the Angel public house.  These could also be reopened and limited to 30 minutes for those 
who have limited time.  Reinstating these spaces will once again emable people to shop the way they used to, 
keep the Market  Square vibrant and protect the character and prosperity of our market town. 
 

(468) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Bitterell) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The restrictions are causing a loss of trade. The street has become quieter and will become more so if 
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retailers and businesses are lost. I didn’t think there was a traffic problem before and with cars moving to 
electric power the air quality issues will become less of a concern. Overall the restrictions seem too heavy 
handed and are likely to cause more harm than good. I haven’t seen any proposals that suggest how to 
encourage activity, just the implementation of restrictions that reduce activity. 
 

(469) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Blakeman Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Stopping cars from going through the town centre is causing traffic elsewhere in the town. The road layout 
cannot support the closing of High Street to traffic. 
 

(470) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Dovehouse 
close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I'm objecting to the proposal because l think it will be the death of the high street. In other local towns where 
the high street is closed off it has badly affected the town (Bicester). 
 

(471) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Evans Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Not enough car parking spaces in car parks so provide more. Help businesses and the disabled to access all 
parts of THEIR town. Loading and unloading has got to be provided for too.  Too many restrictions will cause 
shopper and tourists to stop coming to the town, and we need them to enjoy their experience. 
 

(472) 
As an individual 
(EYNSHAM, Old Witney 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Traffic congestion in other parts of Witney due to restrictions on High St. A better traffic flow around Witney 
required if this is to be adopted. 
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(473) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington/ witney, 
Witney road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think it effects the business in town, as a town we now have a very empty town with hardly no shops it is very 
sad to see and this with make it even worst, plus the business rates being so high we will end up having no 
town what so ever. 
 

(474) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Witney, Moors 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I OPPOSE this proposal strongly. With regard to the area concerned, Witney has become a ghost town; the 
hustle and bustle of Witney life has ceased to exist; the market barely exists; shops are empty; furthermore the 
existing arrangements are dangerous - buses, cars, all sorts of vehicles appear from nowhere and travel up 
and down the supposedly restricted area.  There is no joy or pleasure in visiting the area concerned. I have 
read and heard about the concerns of the businesses affected - of 36 out of 37 businesses in Witney town 
oppose the High Street closure, they must be right; listen to them - livelihoods and services to residents and 
inhabitants are being affected. Independent shops will be jeopardised. Where will the traffic go? It will fill and is 
already filling many other streets and roads and is contributing to the existing major congestion in Witney. 
 

(475) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Aston Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Bad for those shops located in these areas, makes Witney look like a ghost town going out of business, less 
people about , not good for people,  businesses, or the image of Witney 
 

(476) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Church 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The traffic recently around Witney has been completely congested. The closure of the High Street to traffic 
was only supposed to be a temporary measure to ensure social distancing outside, which if the NHS adverts 
are correct  the Covid will get blown away anyway! Ease the traffic for residents and let visitors see our 
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beautiful town centre and all it has to offer. Our local businesses now need to thrive, it’s not as if there are the 
amount of people walking on the pavements like it’s Christmas on Oxford Street! 
 

(477) 
As a business 
(Ducklington, Manor) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Although I feel my business will benefit from the pedestrianisation of the town centre ( as I’m outside of that 
zone ) it’s tough for the businesses in this “no go “ area now if it’s to become permanent Witney will lose more 
businesses especially the little independents who rely on people driving past seeing a space and popping in to 
make a quick purchase. I personally think we’re currently aiming towards an out of town shopping area and 
Witney high street will just be for the coffee shops. Even though I feel my impulse trade will increase I feel 
Witney  as a busy market town will be no longer, it will become the same as Abingdon where you negotiate 
around the outside and don’t actually venture into the town center unless you have to.  I personally can’t see 
what the guaranteed benefits for the businesses within the “no go” zone would be and the businesses are the 
ones that are generally against it, and also pay business rates , council tax , wages etc. I do think they should 
be listened to before they leave the town for good. 
 

(478) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The changes have made the town dull and quiet. There’s no hustle and bustle which is part of a town centre. 
There was always excellent pedestrian access so using that as a reason for doing this seems ridiculous. The 
shop keepers have seen their footfall fall massively. At a time when they are all struggling with the after effects 
of the pandemic, why make it even harder for them? There are a vast number of empty shop premises and no 
incentive for new businesses to take them on. This is not making the town better, it’s making it feel dull and 
empty. 
 

(479) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Park Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
High Street needs to be re-opened. It has become too quiet with far less footfall. Frequently see cars nipping 
past the bollards anyway. Shops are losing passing trade. Pavements all along both sides of Market Square 
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and High Street are already plenty wide enough. If the Council wants to support local businesses then reduce 
the rates. Restricting High Street access results in increasing flow in Corn Street which is difficult to negotiate 
because vehicles park illegally and because of the narrowing areas. 
 

(480) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Tristram 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object to prohibiting motor vehicles ( except those requiring access) from using the highstreet as it has 
caused much slower journey times on surrounding routes. Also with a large amount of traffic being allowed 
access anyway it's hardly very pedestrian friendly. Also a number of shops thrived on people being able to 
park on the highstreet and pop in of which they won't be able to. So I similarly object to the parking restrictions 
too. Implementing these restrictions will slowly force a number of shops to close, further killing off the 
highstreet. 
 

(481) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Tristram road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The area would not be fully pedestrianise therefore you would still have to be concerned about road safety, 
creating a feeling of uncertainty whether it was safe to walk off the pavement or not. The traffic previously 
using the High Street has now been forced on the alternative routes which causes long queues trying to get 
around Witney. 
As I no longer drive down the High Street I am not tempted to visit the shops. 
Changing the parking restrictions seems unnecessary as there is disable parking within the car parks, and this 
prevents people easily accessing the retailers on the High Street. 
 

(482) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Bartholomew 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
It is making Witan Way gridlocked causing major congestion and causing long delays getting in and out of the 
car park by Waitrose. 
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(483) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Church 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Driving from ducklington to cogges/ the A40/ Madley Park/ North Leigh etc. is already a nuisance due to traffic 
and poor infrastructure, closing the road means that cars are now having to take alternate routes which is 
causing even longer queues and delays to get to the other side of Witney. It also puts me off going shopping in 
town, as I cannot quickly park up and pop to the market stalls, sandwich de Witney, the butchers or the shake 
shop if I need to collect things and as a result I often go to Lidl as it is easier and less traffic now. My dad is a 
tradesmen and whenever he is working in Witney, he and his colleagues (who are from didcot) would always 
go to sandwich de Witney because they offer good quality baguettes, however the closure has meant they’re 
unable to quickly park their lorry and pop in for their lunch, so instead go to Tesco express or McDonald’s now 
 

(484) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Feilden 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Objecting because having the road closed and parking restrictions is negatively affecting the businesses on 
the high street 
 

(485) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Manor rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
OPen the high st back up to passing traffic 
 

(486) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Witney) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Because it's a nightmare trying to get from one side of town to the other especially at busy times. Also a lot of 
the small businesses are losing their out on customers. 
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(487) 
As an individual 
(Detrimental to all 
businesses on the High 
Street, Abingdon road, 
dtandlake) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I am objecting as it is badly affecting trade on the High Street. I don’t suppose their rates or rents have been 
reduced? I have lived in the area for 45 years and not being able to drive through the centre of a wonderful 
little market town in insane 
 

(488) 
As an individual 
(Curbridge, Main Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I’m objecting, firstly because I visit a couple of these businesses one of them fairly regularly until these 
restrictions came along so now don’t bother. 
 

(489) 
As an individual 
(Curbridge, Well Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Being a carer to a person with physical disability (and have other members of the family have physical 
disabilities too), who do not qualify / cannot yet get a blue badge - means popping into town with them just to 
go into 1 or 2 shops is a huge task due to their walking impairments. It is killing the high street, as people are 
not driving past the shops seeing a parking space and thinking “ooh I’ve got just enough time to pop in there” 
 

(490) 
As an individual 
(Curbridge, Well lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Traffic will be a huge problem, high street businesses loosing trade, completely un nessasary 
 

(491) 
As an individual 
(Crawley, Witney, Dry Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Your proposal is killing the High Street and destroying businesses. Just use common sense for once and listen 
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to the business owners who are the life of our town. 
 

(492) 
As an individual 
(Combe, Knott Oaks) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I have lived in/near Witney all my life and at the moment it is a town without any character or value 
whatsoever.  Its like an empty shell. No life, no future. we need the characters of our public to bring it back to 
life. Otherwise its just a bus stop!! 
 
 

(493) 
As an individual 
(combe, knott oaks) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
several times I have wanted to pop in to the sandwich shop but haven't done o because I don't want to have to 
drive around to the parking and walk through. Often there is congestion around the parking areas which 
means it will be a pain to queue around to park and then to get back out. If I could shoot up the high street I 
wold park, shop and leave. I  also like to be able to se my car sometimes, as I have valuables in it. There is 
plenty of disabled parking outside Waitrose which is never fully utilised. On the contrary, the standard parking 
is almost always full. I pity the businesses up the high street at rely on passing traffic and footfall. Surely the 
easiest test for businesses would be to reopen the high street to traffic for 3 months from January and see if 
their business improves? Environmental measures could be recorded at the same time and therefore a 
property holistic study could be undertaken. 
 

(494) 
As an individual 
(Combe, Square Firs) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
These restrictions are having a detrimental effect on High Street and Market Square businesses. It  is so sad 
to see the number of empty shops in the town and some of them have been closed for ages. It's time to open 
up the High Street and get everything moving again. 
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(495) 
As an individual 
(Clanfield, Bampton Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I visit Witney very regularly in an individual capacity and a business capacity, the current closure of the high 
street is a massive blow to independent traders. The traffic situation around the outskirts of the town has been 
dramatically exacerbated 
 

(496) 
As an individual 
(Clanfield, Pound Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Totally unnecessary, for the future of all shops the high street should be open for all vehicles 
 

(497) 
As an individual 
(Clanfield, Queens 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Increased traffic around Witney. Failing businesses on the high street 
 

(498) 
As an individual 
(Clanfield, Furlong Row) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Too many shops already going under. Its a faf nipping into the town centre now. It puts me off going in, so 
others will feel the same. More shops will go under- it will ruin the high street long term. 
 

(499) 
As an individual 
(Chipping Norton, Chipping 
Norton) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It is causing witney town centre to be less busy and people are losing jobs left right and centre. It’s not the 
busy, lovely town I grew up in. It’s a shame it’s changed. 
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(500) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Crawborough) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This movement has taken the heart out of Witney,  I am a strong believer of if it ain't broke, don't fix it. 
 

(501) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Charlbury) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Loss of the free half hour spaces negatively impacts all the businesses in that area.  I used them to 'pop in' to 
the sandwich shops to pick up a coffee - a bit like a drive thru.  I most definitely have used them much less 
now that isn't possible.  In fact, yesterday I nipped in to the McDonald's drive thru in Witney instead as it was 
just more convenient.  Every single customer is important and the businesses are telling you that they are 
losing customers .  The council owes it to the business owners to walk round and visit each and every one of 
them to listen to their stories - not the staff but the actual owners of the businesses who are losing income.   
Michelle Mead should be doing that at the very least.  I shop in Witney regularly and have never thought that 
part of the High Street is tricky to cross.  There are really wide pavements and the town square - just masses 
of room.  Perhaps a compromise could be installing another crossing.  The risk of losing shops is too great - 
just as Witney is starting to be vibrant again.  You've got to think of what it's going to be like on a rainy Monday 
in winter - customers need to arrive by car and for things to be convenient.  It's an extra five or so minutes 
(each way) to park behind Waitrose and walk to these shops - not everyone has the extra time and it's not as 
convenient as drawing up outside and popping in.  My family come from Bicester.  I worked on Sheep Street in 
the mid 1980s - it was thriving.  Pedestrianisation has been terrible for Bicester,  Of course, Bicester Village 
hasn't helped but actually that isn't targeted at locals and not many use it.  Pedestrianising Sheep Street has 
been the main factor in its downfall.  Please don't let that happen to Witney. 
 

(502) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Jeffs Terrace) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It will kill this area of the town and make life for small businesses even harder than it already is regardless of 
COVID 
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(503) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Ticknell piece 
rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Does not help the businesses. 
 

(504) 
As an individual 
(Caterton, Shilton Park) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I oppose because closing off the High Street to people that would usually drive through to make a small stop in 
the 30m Parking to run errands like visit the market or go to the banks etc is stopping people visiting Witney. 
Since it’s been closed I’ve hardly been down that end of the High Street because it’s such a long walk from the 
parking in Marriotts or Waitrose. When I have walked I’ve been beeped at by a taxi and I’ve been shocked by 
a bus because if feels like it’s pedestrianised but it is NOT! I worry about the speed the taxis travel down there 
and don’t think they should be allowed down there if it’s becoming a bus lane. 
By allowing the High Street to be a bus lane and taxi rank, it is reducing visitors to that end of town so 
businesses will suffer. There’s already opposition from the small businesses down there, so I think it’s 
shocking that the council want to make this permanent. I would say I only go down there for the banks now 
and I used to shop down there at least twice a week when I could park for 30 mins and pop to the market and 
small shops. 
I’ve not heard of any tragic accidents down there so I don’t understand why cars are now prohibited.  
Closing the High Street is causing congestion in other areas and I find town much busier on Witan Way. 
Please don’t do this. It’s heart breaking for Witney. After all Witney is a market town but by closing the Market 
Place to cars is actually killing the market. 
 

(505) 
As an individual 
(Cassington, Witney, Lynton 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The proposed parking restrictions will increase traffic congestion around the town and drive down the amount 
of passing/through trade/visitors.  Both will have negative consequences for securing the ongoing survival of 
shops and businesses in the town centre. 
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(506) 
As a business 
(Cassington, Eynsham 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
My family, clients, friends and I don’t visit Witney High Street any longer since closure due to the fact that 
parking nearby (Waitrose and similar) is getting too difficult, carrying lots of shopping bags backwards and 
forward to car is to laboured and market days make parking anywhere else impossible. Witney height street is 
also not a magnet for visitors to linger for a long period of time to visit exciting shops or dining/eating al fresco 
and therefore parking prohibition is in my opinion damaging to the high street shops! 
 

(507) 
As a business 
(Carterton, Arkell gardens) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Witney town centre is suffering badly. Having more restrictions is a terrible idea. 
Build our town centre dont destroy it. 
 

(508) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Arlington Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Prior to the road closure I regularly park on the high street to pop to the Nationwide, Halifax or Boots.  
As a female I feel safer parking on the Hill at night when meeting friends in the Blue Boar etc. I am frightened 
of walking alone in Witney to Woolgate or Marriott car park. 
 

(509) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Bovingdon 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I have been unable to access parts of Witney due to the fact that have mobility issues but am not registered 
disabled. I relied on the ability to park on the high street and have done so for many years. My enjoyment of 
the town has been severely impacted by this closure 
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(510) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Bryony 
Gardens) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Impact on small businesses and lack of atmosphere 
 

(511) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Carterton) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It doesn’t need traffic calming and there are plenty of pedestrian zones.Anything that harms shops/ business in 
Witney should not be even thought  of as there is too many Empty shops about 
 

(512) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Cherry tree way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
There is already an abundance of disabled parking that is freely accessible to disabled visitors to Witney. 
Often these spaces are never full to capacity, adding more seems like a waste of time and money!  
I feel like the permanent road closure will continue to have a negative effect on the shops in Witney. It has 
added extra congestion to the other roads around Witney especially some of the smaller residential roads like 
Holloway Road, which is now used by people to get from one side to the other. 
 

(513) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Garner Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The current temporary restrictions are killing the town centre. The shops are struggling as there is little passing 
trade. Being able to drop off, or pick up friends and relatives who have stopped to shop has now gone. 
Everything is just ‘flat’. The amount of traffic that is now going up and down Holloway Road is ridiculous. It is 
being used as a short cut to get around the town. Other routes are suffering similar. 
 

(514) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Hayward) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Put in place a a temporary measure. The town needs to be accessible to thrive and survive. 
 

(515) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Hill view) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Due to effect on local buisness 
 

(516) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Oakfield) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s a inconvenience and is restricting the high street, paths are for people and roads are for cars simples 
 

(517) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Rose close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
As a carer I ofter have to take clients into town and have found it hard not being able to park close to the 
shops. Some of my clients can any walk short distances 
 

(518) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Sedge way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Will ruin small businesses and the market will take a loss! Also causes a lot more traffic around Witney. There 
was nothing wrong with the way it was before so put it back i say 
 

(519) 
As an individual 
(CARTERTON, Stanmore 
crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high Street is a dying street which had been hindered even further by stopping the use of vehicles and 
parking. Its extremely important for the businesses that this street remains motorised. 
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(520) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Blackthorn 
Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Congestion on other routes around town. Lack of traffic at night when people are walking alone, could be seen 
as less safe. 
 

(521) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Blackthorn 
mews) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
You have closed half the streets in witney at present making it difficult to go from one side of town to the other. 
I have children in two schools which takes an addition 10/15 mins to get from one side to the other due to the 
weight of traffic in the mornings and afternoons. It also has a huge impact on the shops and trade passing 
shops. The original reason was to make pavements wider. Not to stem traffic. There is no longer any queues 
outside. 
 

(522) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Bluebell Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Current road closure causes traffic to build up on other streets. Damages passing trade for local businesses 
on the high st. Even with the closures the street is not fully accessible as will still be used by buses so still 
have to use path. Can’t walk in road etc or use road for outside dining etc.. 
 

(523) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Bryony 
Gardens) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object to the restriction of access as this will deter visitors to Witney town centre. The Town has previously 
thrived with the traffic access and this will not help the recovery of favourable conditions for the traders, or 
visitors. 
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So many towns have become anti vehicle, and it forces visitors away from the centre. Witney is a traditional 
Market Town. Historically the town has encouraged visitors, traders and market stall holders into the centre. 
The traffic ban runs counter to this ethos. 
I would also favour the idea of legally enforced, marked parking bays to ensure considerate parking, around 
Church Green, Market Square and the High Street. This would also help to encourage vehicle owners to park 
considerately. 
 

(524) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Cranwell 
Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Stopping freedom of movement through the town. Perhaps decrease speed limit and use average speed 
cameras to enforce 15-20mph limit. So many shops have objected to this and it must impact them so much. 
This could stop there being a town centre all together. We are a family that needs to utilise blue badges so can 
therefore still travel down the high street however the way the street has been set up makes it dangerous 
having to drive on the wrong side of the road!! Perhaps one way??! The judgemental looks of some of the 
older generation give us as a young family driving rightfully in the street causes even more issues for our 
‘normal’ looking autistic son, we’d rather just have the street open to all again. It also causes traffic issues in 
other parts of the town causing dangerous situations and traffic in other parts of town. Have some sense and 
properly research and listen to public and business feedback for once. 
 

(525) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Faulder Ave) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The new restrictions are not appropriate and I don’t understand the reasoning behind them it make transiting 
around Witney more difficult. And it’s harder to get closer to shops if your just popping to grab your lunch. 
 

(526) 
As an individual 
(CARTERTON, hatwell row) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Things were fine before the roads are fine and big enough to accommodate old parking  rules 
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(527) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Hill court) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high street is dying. There are shops closing every few weeks and stopping the access has not helped. It 
causes chaos on the surrounding roads and stops you going into the town. It becomes too much hassle. 
 

(528) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Jasper Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney is harder to navigate and seems to have lost its “buzz” since the traffic restrictions 
 

(529) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Milestone Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It’s a terrible idea please re open the high street if you want to reduce traffic then make it a one way system 
with corn street and Welsh way 
 

(530) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Orchid Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
You cannot see this as a good idea surely. The shops and businesses that rely on the ability for its customers 
to pop in and grab a baguette From sandwich de Witney, or get some medication from boots or some meat 
from the butchers. I think this needs to be objected. 
 

(531) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Overbury) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This type of town has always prospered with through traffic and it would take the heart out of the town which is 
disappearing now. 
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(532) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Pampas Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I do not qualify for a blue badge but I am unable to walk from the car parks & to then have a 1/2 hour stroll 
along the high street. 
 

(533) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Saffron 
crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Open the town centre back up, it’s like a ghost town down there. 
 

(534) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Stanmore court) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Businesses are flailing anyway- you’re cutting off their life support 
 

(535) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Stanmore 
crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The traffic build up around station lane and Woodford way is ridiculous! You cannot close the major through 
road through the town, whilst continuing to build new houses, and see this as sustainable! Also, think of all the 
businesses that would suffer including the market that Witney is very lucky to have. 
 

(536) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, The crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I work in witney and it was easy to stop and  pop to bank etc now its a chore!  Bring back the access  and 30 
min bays 
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(537) 
As an individual 
(Burford, Barns Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It will be harder for people with mobility issues to get to the shops. 
 

(538) 
As an individual 
(Burford, Barnard Mews) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I want to be able to use the high street for shopping and the closure will put me off doing this. It doesn’t make 
sense to close the Hugh street and causes more issues having it closed 
 

(539) 
As an individual 
(Burford, Meadow end) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It's ruining local businesses 
 

(540) 
As a business 
(Burford, Priory Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
'- This feels like an attempt to consolidate a rushed-through COVID change.  
- There is little evidence for the closure increasing walking or cycling numbers (as far as I'm aware these 
haven't even been formally measured), but traffic is already worse along Corn Street, Witan Way and Welch 
Way.  
- The 'motor vehicle prohibition' isn't a prohibition - buses are still allowed, negating any real opportunity for 
pedestrians to use the road as public space.  
- It's more a 'busisation' than a 'pedestrianisation' - probably because getting bus companies on-side and 
rearranging routes and stops would be too difficult and time consuming, let alone the amount of resistance that 
would be encountered.  
- In other words, you're banning private cars, which suggests this is an ideological rather than a practical 
measure.   
- Diesel buses pollute significantly more than private cars and, in this area, have remarkably low occupancy 
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rates. 
- Many of the shops in the area rely on shoppers parking for a few minutes, nipping in and driving off - you're 
removing this option. 
- To summarise, the changes don't really reallocate any roadspace to pedestrians as they'll still need to watch 
out for buses and cyclists, so all that'll be achieved will be greater inconvenience to drivers, particularly those 
of us who live around but not in Witney and have few public transport alternatives. 
 

(541) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, Station 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high street seems quiet and has no atmosphere without the traditional bustle of traffic, I rarely bother 
going there sticking to the arcades. The traffic is always congested on the alternative routes making getting 
into witney more different so I prefer to go to Carterton now. A high street is a road and should stay that way 
 

(542) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, Bellenger 
Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The high street is more than big enough to allow cars and pedestrians to use. The short stay parking was also 
very helpful when only needing to nip in and grab something - I avoid the town centre now and will just pop the 
a supermarket now I cannot park on the high street. Absolutely ridiculous idea!! 
 

(543) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, Chestnut 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It never felt dangerous having cars coming through the centre. Shutting it to cars makes other roads topo busy 
at peak times. 
 

(544) 
As an individual 
(Brize norton, South mere) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Discriminatory to disabled and tragic for businesses. Absolutely unnecessary 
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(545) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, Station road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
This will kill business in the High Street and is most inconvenient for all , especially older shoppers. 
Tables and chairs on the pavements   now the biggest cause of concern for pedestrian especially those less 
mobile or having poor slight. 
 

(546) 
As an individual 
(Blackbourton, School lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney has always beeen a thriving town being a good place to run a small business, in recent months too 
many shops have closed down , the rates are very expensive and we as a community should support the local 
businesses on the high street or they will end up closing. Our town centre  will look like Abingdon town centre 
which is like a ghost town. All of the businesses on the hight street have reported a down turn in their footfall 
due to the road closure and Witney town council should  not  ignore the fact that these businesses help to 
make Witney an attractive area to visit. 
I note that some people have said they like to walk around the shops when there is no traffic but how long will 
they wonder around if there are no shops to visit. 
 

(547) 
As an individual 
(Black Bourton, School 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I was a shop owner in Corn St for 28 years. 
 It is clear that the restrictions are already having an impact on businesses located in the northern end of the 
High St and Corn St. A permanent pedestrianisation will inevitably result in traders failing and  more empty 
shops adding to the continuing difficulties that the town is suffering. 
For many years Witney benefitted from better retail footfall and general trading conditions than other market 
towns in the county. Abingdon, Wantage and Faringdon town centres have performed poorly following the 
introduction of pedestrianisation, reduction of available parking and increases in parking charges.  
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A quick glance at Witney town centre already sees that it is in its poorest state for a generation and any 
reduction in vehicular access and parking will add to the problems and add to the list of failing businesses and 
empty shops. 
In the long term environmental issues, cycle and pedestrianisation access are important but now is not the 
time to experiment by removing the benefits that have historically played a part in the town’s success during a 
pandemic. 
 
 

(548) 
As an individual 
(Bampton,Oxfordshire,UK, 
Church Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The parking restrictions don't help business nor pedestrians.   This was a temporary measure gor Covid to 
allow maximum space between shoppers.  This is no longer necessary.   We need a rejuvenated high street. 
 

(549) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Church View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
1) traffic on High Street/Market Square was practically non-existent 
2) it’s inconvenient being closed 
3) being closed makes Witney feel like a ghost town 
 
 

(550) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, New Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Witney High Street is now virtually deserted. Shops will close and continue to do that as more people will shop 
on line. There was NO issue in terms of safety prior to Covid for vehicles to use the roads and share the area. 
Pavements for pedestrians and roads for vehicles! Witney is the main service town for quite a number of 
villages. Not all older people have a disability badge or would apply for one. Not everyone from the villages 
could cycle in to shop and we don’t all have a good bus service. Just re-open the road, let the taxi rank 
operate and continue with the short time on street parking. Witney was a good shopping area to visit. It is now 
a ghost town. 
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(551) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Bampton) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Witney has always been an open and welcoming place berfore CV19.  The current restrictios do not allow 
people to fully utilise the marketplace in that parking and access is severely restricted.  For example - you 
cannot easily unload items at  charity shops.  Although limited, once upon a time you could get parking in the 
center which is no longer possible. Also, in order to get through Witney, you have to go long ways around 
Witney.  The council has given public property to private businesses for outside seating without considering 
the impact to drivers and users in central Witney.   It is no longer reasonable to visit center of Witney as it was 
before the CV 19 restrictions were put in place.   It seems like the Oxford mentality of hating drivers has 
migrated to Witney .  
 
 

(552) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Broad street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I pop into Witney weekly. Usually I would park on the high street and nip in and visit the butchers, usually 
stopping off at Sandwich de Witney on my way through. Now the parking is not available, I will now not bother 
going into the town and go to one of the supermarkets instead. 
 

(553) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Bushey Row) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The area has never been frantically busy as can happen in some small towns and the prohibition will affect the 
elderly, disabled and mothers with babies/young families. It is already a ghost town as a result of the 
pandemic and extension of this prohibition will kill off the established businesses. 
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(554) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Calais Dene) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I have previously submitted a survey on this subject.  Loss of trade  will affect the small independent shops, 
which give Witney it's individuality. Without traffic, which I do not consider to be excessive in the area 
concerned, the street will lack atmosphere and fewer people will wish to visit.  However, my main concern is 
for those on foot who are at great risk of being knocked over mainly by cyclists and motorised scooters etc.  
Further, how will the visually impaired be able to safely negotiate their way across the road when people and 
cyclists are all over the road.  Currently the visually impaired can use pedestrian crossings for this purpose.  
Are these going to still be in situ? 
 

(555) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Chetwynd Mead) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Businesses are suffering 
 

(556) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Cheyne Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Traffic is ridiculous and closing the road to vehicles will only make it worse, also the shops along the high 
street will be affected. 
 

(557) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Church Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I believe that  the ban on traffic reduces footfall in the shops of Witney.  This is bad for business, for the needs 
of citizens, and for the Council's income from shop remises.  It is bad for everyone, and benefits no one.  Of 
course I support disable parking bays, but my observation is that the present number of bays is more than 
sufficient for the needs of shoppers in Witney. 
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(558) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Lavender 
Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I have found stopping in the High St for just 30 minutes to be extremely useful on innumerable occasions - 
especially when going to the market where I buy my weekly vegetables which can be very heavy.  
On another subject - Witney could usefully provide a car park outside the town for the S1 bus service. Some 
people have been able to park on Church Green for the whole day - this might have changed now - but they 
were certainly blocking parking spaces shoppers could have used. 
 

(559) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, New Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Traffic in Witney is bad enough as it is without closing this road. I’m also worried that it could impact 
businesses with having fewer people going through the high street. There are too many businesses shutting in 
Witney, it could end up being a ghost town. 
 

(560) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Wheatsheaf 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Allowing access for motorists will help businesses / shops in this area. We can already see empty shops and 
we need to encourage businesses to start up here. 
 

(561) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Woodley Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Traffic is building up in the back streets of Witney, the high street is now dead, parking is hard in Witney 
anyway, so it would further restrict this. Strongly oppose the permanent closure of this road. Absolutely stupid 
idea, Witney is dying, small business are struggling, this will sink Witney high street. 
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(562) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Foxwood) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
It will eventually end our lovely town. We are losing shops every week. Soon we won’t. Have any 
 

(563) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Cote Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Shops and businesses are having a tough time of it both pre and post covid with high rents, decreased footfall 
due to online shopping etc. Witney is a vibrant town, or has been in the past, with free parking and a pleasant 
environment. I would rather shop locally in Witney than Oxford, not least for environmental reasons. We are 
lucky to have a market and individual shops as well as high street names and should give them all the help we 
can to have this remain the case. Most businesses in Witney do not support the road closure, and we need to 
listen to them to help them continue to function. If the road infrastructure in Witney was such that we could 
create a pleasant, environment with open air dining and market stalls on the high st, perhaps this might work. 
But it isn't like that in Witney. The high st was closed to accommodate necessary social distancing. As this is 
no longer necessary, the road closure has become dangerous, with some vehicles being allowed to the use 
the road, some not. You don't know where they are coming from . The large empty road gives Witney high st a 
soulless air, creating an unattractive environment filled with a lot of nothing. I feel for those, both infirm and 
not, who are unable to walk the distance from the car parks rather than parking for a short time to buy 
essentials on the high st. If we want a pedestrianised area, we should make more use of the market square 
and the green by attracting more market traders at multiple days during the week. Encouraging small food 
sellers and having more seating - more reason to visit. We need to be more creative in using our town spaces, 
without the need to close off Witney high street and making once thriving businesses suffer. We can do more 
to keep Witney alive and assist our local businesses. Closing the high St post covid is not the way forward and 
I strongly object to it. 
 

(564) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Farm close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Needs to be open to traffic for business to thrive 
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(565) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Ham Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I do not want to see any more businesses close down in my local town! 
 

(566) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Luckett Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I object as traffic will build up in surround roads, when it is already bad during rush hour. I have previously 
made use of the parking in that area to pop quickly into local shops to pick something up, as having young 
children it is much more convenient to park there than go to a main car park when you are only popping into a 
shop quickly. If this change happens I will no longer do this, so it will affect surrounding businesses. I'm also 
aware that 99% of surrounding local business object to these plans due to the impact it will have on them. 
Given the current economy, shouldn't we be doing everything we can to support local business, rather than do 
things that will reduce their footfall and trade? 
 

(567) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Saxel Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The High street is not big enough or busy enough to make it a pedestrian only area. I do not agree with 
pedestrianised zones which busses and lorries still have and require access to. Oxfordshire seems intent on 
destroying the high street shopping experiences through out the county. Witney has remained a thriving and 
by enlarge successful shopping and entertainment area without  traffic restrictions.  
The ill conceived and sticking plaster 'advisory' cycle lanes are a complete joke and make Corn Street a 
hazard strewn thoroughfare which would be further affected by increased traffic flows if you pedestrianize the 
High Street.  
Oh - and remember until you ensure frequent and 7 day a week public transport from all of the surrounding 
villages to our towns we have not choice but to use our cars! 
 

(568) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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(Asthall Leigh, NearWitney, 
Asthall Leigh) 

 
This is. a very short High Street. Traders are being negatively impacted by the closure.  With wide pavements, 
there is no need to turn the road into a pedestrian area. Cars should be allowed to use as previously 
 

(569) 
As an individual 
(Asthall Leigh, Asthall 
Leigh) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I have lived in/near Witney for 32 years and witnessed the slow decline of the high street in number and 
variety of retail outlets and am concerned that the concerns of current retailers re: closure are responded to. 
The High street with traffic flow is not a dangerous thoroughfare and enhances the vibrancy and character of a 
market town. Pedestrianising this area would be a backward step in my opinion and provide a negative 
reminder of covid restriction times. I had been looking forward to seeing the street opening again. As an 
alternative; has flexible closure of road been considered ie through use of raise/lower bollards as found in 
many European towns. Perhaps closing for all traffic at weekend / Witney feast/ market day / national 
celebration/memorial occasions and opening for traffic during week days. ELectronic signage entering town 
could indicate high street open/closed. 
 

(570) 
As an individual 
(Ascott under Wychwood, 
Heritage Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
No need for change. Ban everything through High Street or NOTHING 
 

(571) 
As an individual 
(Alvescot, Station Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Too many traffic restrictions and I see no reason to prohibit traffic along the High Street 
 

(572) 
As an individual 
(Woodstock, Boundary 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
The restrictions on cars and parking will be to the detriment of access to shops and businesses in the middle 
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of Witney. Parking there was very useful. 
 

(573) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
I've lived in witney  all of my 56 years and it's always been a very busy  town center,  until covid. There was 
never any need to  shut the high as witney seems to have nice wide footpaths either side of the street,  people 
who talk about  the high street having dinning tables for coffee and cake  in  an alfresco style  forget its 
England  not the med with our weather. There's 5 safe  crossings for pedestrians including a traffic light  
crossing in the middle with disabled taxi and bus parking also parking for  a dozen or so  cars, the rest is 
double yellows with a traffic warden or two in the town.  
There's a lot of people who want to pop in the center  as there's a lot of  businesses cater for this and have 
thrived for years on this trade, since we are allowed to get back to as much of normal as possible  it seems 
such a shame to see the town we love become a  dead derelict  ghost town with no life in the town. It's always  
looked and was busy not any more.Lets get town moving please 
 

(574) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Need to reopen the road at least one way and reopen the parking on that road for local people and businesses 
 

(575) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cotswold Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Witney has existed for hundreds of years with the High Street as its main thoroughfare. Closing it to traffic has 
deprived local businesses of customer footfall, and the town feels eerily empty and lacking atmosphere. 
Pedestrianisation was understandable during the height of the pandemic but should not default into a 
permanent reality. 
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(576) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Apley Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I have disabled relatives who struggle with walking far, access to the high street is needed to use banking 
facilities and to visit butchers etc. The parking in the multi storey and Waitrose is too far for them to walk 
 

(577) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Birdlip Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Would support speed limit to reduce the number of vehicles using it to go straight through during daytime, 
survey need to count how many people actually go straight through without stopping. Parking restrictions- 
having 30min bays useful eg if picking something large/heavy up from a shop that it would be difficulty to carry 
to main car parks. Maybe split the area- some more blue badge and some short stay. 
 

(578) 
As an individual 
(witney, bridge street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I don't agree with the continued closure of the high street to all traffic. I don't believe pedestrian accessibility to 
shops and traders is enhanced and pedestrian safety is not increased when there are still live lanes open to 
traffic. Bus timetable reliability should not be significantly improved by the closure as the same volume of 
traffic is just queued further down the high street. Please don't think that pollution might be improved as that 
too really is just being kicked down the road. I don't believe businesses will benefit from a permanent closure, 
many other small town high streets that became pedestrianised years ago are now empty as it changes the 
dynamic of the town accessibility. However I do applaud the extended use of wide area pavements and the 
town square for café, pub and market use. 
 

(579) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Aside from the weekend the restrictions massively reduce foot fall through the town centre. Businesses are 
dying off and they need all the help they can get. 
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(580) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Common road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Pedestrianised zone isn't used by anyone 
 

(581) 
As a business 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
OBJECTION 
The High Street in Witney is a very important street for retail in the Town, as it has been for centuries.  The 
pavements and road crossings are more than adequate to  allow people to safely shop in our busy Market 
Town.  And this is what Witney is, a Market Town, where trading and the bustle of the High Street attracts 
people from the nearby villages and other Towns including Oxford and Abingdon.  To restrict traffic to the 
Market Square and the High Street will have a detrimental effect on the trading of this street, not to mention 
the extra traffic that is now sent down the other roads, especially Holloway Road, Corn Street and Welch Way. 
The closure at the Market Square end has made this a dangerous crossing for pedestrians with a failure to put 
signs on the road warning people to look left and the problems the buses, especially the S1 and S2 have to 
make such an acute turn into the square. We are lucky in Witney to have paved pedestrian shopping centres, 
wide pavements that allow 'continental style' seating outside and a wide market place for activities and the 
twice weekly market. WHY change a thriving street and turn Witney into a ghost town. We have plenty of free 
parking and are the envy of many Towns throughout the area, as commented on by all our customers. 
 

(582) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crawley Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I have lived in Witney for nearly 50 years. 
There have been many changes over that period, particularly relating to the building of many new houses, and 
Witney now has an ever increasing population as a result, which puts a huge strain on its infrastructure. 
One of the major criticisms time after time each new housing development is approved relates to the transport 
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infrastructure being inadequate. 
It seems absolute madness to me to prevent vehicular access that connects one end of the town to the other, 
given the huge strain on traffic volume, particularly leading up to Christmas. By blocking off the Welch 
Way/High Street mini-roundabout leading up to the Buttercross, causes massive inconvenience and long-
winded alternative car journeys, creating even more traffic congestion elsewhere in Witney. 
Given that Marriots Walk and the Woolgate are probably the most attractive and popular shopping areas in 
Witney, with the most footfall, in the proposed area to be pedestrianised, I don't consider there to be any great 
aesthetical need for the area to be pedestrianised and cut-off to traffic.  
Many of the shops along this stretch are basic, functional shops that provide an essential service to the public 
and can easily be accessed by the parking facilities close-by. 
I accept that there is a need for adequate parking facilities to be provided for the disabled and would 
encourage the area proposed for pedestrianisation to be made freely available for all traffic, but with parking 
solely restricted to the disabled/taxis etc... 
PS 
I have never understood why the Cogges Link Road proposal going back many years with funding provided by 
the builders at the time never went ahead, to link up the centre of Witney from Oxford Hill. Without this link 
road, huge pressure is put on Bridge Street, being the only access in to Witney from this side of town. 
And whilst the B&Q/Tesco garage/Thorney Leys traffic lights junction does now work, the previous 
arrangement in place up to about 7 or 8 years ago (approximately?), relating to some bizarre traffic light 
arrangement in place was just laughable, with near accidents and collisions likely on a daily basis, because of 
the way the lights only allowed partial traffic flow, with any right or left turning across the flow of traffic risking 
life and limb. 
 
 

(583) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Davenport) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I think keeping the town traffic free offers no benefit and is actually detrimental to the businesses in the town 
that have already suffered due to the pandemic. Traffic being diverted has often led to me missing these 
shops. 
More seriously and speaking from a personal point of view, the buses and taxis entering on the wrong side of 
the road due to the restrictions is highly dangerous. I personally nearly got hit by a bus coming the wrong way 
outside hsbc as i wasn't expecting it to be approaching from the right of the middle of the road island which is 
for left approaching traffic. i am sure i am not the only one who has nearly made this mistake which could 
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result in a serious injury if getting hit by a bus. 
 
 

(584) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Davenport Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Not allowing cars through the high street kills off trade to retailers on the high street. The ability to drive 
through the high street raised awareness of retailers and allowed quick stop shopping with the 30 mins parking 
stops.  
If the proposal was to make the high street 100% pedestrian and fully develop the space for retail I could see 
this could have potential but retaining a vehicle road and allowing buses and taxis does not allow this. It 
instead creates the worst kind of compromise - choking off retail and still not allowing pedestrians open access 
to the space without needing to be ever vigilant to traffic. 
 

(585) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Davenport Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Town centre shops are almost entirely opposed to this and I totally agree with their concerns. We have already 
seen some of the bigger names moving out.   The High Street is "dead" without the buzz of the traffic.  The 
Witney Market Traders have identified a loss of business since the road was closed and the Market is a key 
attraction for locals and people from the many surrounding villages. What should and could be done is to put 
in a very firm 20 mile an hour speed restriction in place.   What is the point of making the town more 
pedestrian friendly if the town does not have shops for the pedestrians to visit?  Come on Witney - you used to 
be vibrant and fun;  let's get this town moving again please ... 
 

(586) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Loss of short stay parking to enable customers to pop into shops and market stalls for purchases. Also flow of 
traffic, this has increased on alternative routes during rush hours. Witney needs as many routes as possible to 
enable traffic to move around efficiently, taking out the high street just pushes traffic into queues elsewhere. 
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(587) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
i. So traffic is reduced in High Street & Market Square. So what? It just increases problems elsewhere e.g. Mill 
Street. It just cuts the town in half for no actual benefit. 
ii. How is pedestrian access aided? The pavements are still the same but now there is a barrier to prevent you 
crossing the road! Increased safety: how many accidents were there to pedestrians before? 
iii. How was it inaccessible to cyclists previously? I don’t see many cyclists there now. Or is it intended to make 
it one of those terrible "Shared Spaces" to intimidate pedestrians?  
iv. How was it inaccessible to buses previously? I certainly haven’t noticed any improvement in bus times. 
v. Disabled parking where you have climb up uneven steps to get to the pavement? Brilliant! Only a "Planner" 
could come up with an idea like that… 
 
 

(588) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Gloucester Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I support all the small shops and businesses that will be harmed by this proposal 
 

(589) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am concerned about the impact on the town centre by banning cars from the High Street. 
 

(590) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Although it's easier for pedestrians with a restricted High Street, it's far more important to keep the street's 
shops thriving in these difficult times. The social  interaction which shops encourage are vital to everyone and 
should not be sacrificed for the sake of a quieter road. 
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(591) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Shops can't survive without the traffic and the roads are always in a jam without that access across town. 
 

(592) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Objecting to the vehicle restriction as the temporary measures due to Covid have split the town centre in half,   
polarising the 2 developments at Marriots and Woolgate. Pedestrians are not using the High Street even with 
traffic restrictions and this is having a detrimental affect on the businesses on the High Street and the general 
feeling of this being a vibrant town centre as it was before the pandemic. 
Closing the High Street has increased congestion on surrounding roads and make them less safe for cyclists 
and pedestrians.  
Proposed parking restrictions need to allow for drop off and collection at certain points on the High St and 
cater for disabled members of the public. The pavements are in a very poor state and any funding would be 
better spent on improving them. 
 

(593) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Leslie-Harvey 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
It is badly affecting businesses and increasing traffic elsewhere in the town. 
 

(594) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Motor vehicle prohibition offers no peace of mind to parents walking through the town with children, we still 
need to be vigilant due to the buses and taxis that still use the road. 
The road being closed to me as a motorist is causing further traffic issues through the town. 
I used to park up and pop to the bank or drop off clothes at charity shops that I can no longer do. 
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(595) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mary Ellis Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I believe that restriction of motor vehicles through the town centre is actually having a negative impact on the 
businesses within the town but also, it’s actually causing more traffic build ups in other areas, namely welch 
way, witan way and mill street. This is actually worse for the environment as we have massive tail backs of 
cars causing even more unnecessary pollution. The high street needs to be re opened fully as it was before 
otherwise our town will be facing even more problems in the future 
 

(596) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mill Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
I live on Mill Street. When traffic is prevented from passing through the town centre it has to circumnavigate 
Witney. It goes up Corn Street, along Holloway Road (or Station Lane/Ducklington Lane/Welch Way) and 
queues down Mill Street to get out the other side. The volume of traffic and length and polluting stationary-
ness (!) of queues has increased dramatically as a result. The pollution ensuing is huge. I have a small child 
whose bedroom faces Mill Street and I regularly (weekly) have to remove thick black diesel/sediment from the 
INSIDE of his window. Imagine what this does to his lungs? And mine. I have asthma. There are times that we 
can’t be outside in our own garden due to vehicle fumes.  
The town centre is already pedestrianised - with wide pavements outside the Blue Boar and in Market Square. 
By all means control the volume and speed of the traffic or even limit traffic at certain times of the day - or 
(ideally) provide an alternative route through Witney for the traffic. I note strongly  that the Cogges and West 
End link roads have both been vetoed - but we need alternatives! You can’t keep building in witney without 
improving and expanding the road or rail infrastructure. To have no railway station is outrageous.  
Parking - or lack of - in the town may negatively impact businesses. I don’t know if this is related to the barriers 
or the pandemic - or both - but the council and frequent barrier defenders don’t know either! This requires 
further investigation - I believe in evidence-based decision making.  
Either way, the number of stores closing in Witney is distressingly unacceptable. 
Why would I want to continue living in a heavily polluted, traffic clogged town centre, with ill-planned 
infrastructure and no facilities (apart from coffee shops and opticians)? 
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(597) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moorland Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
The infrastructure does not support the closure of the high street (especially Corn Street with the now 
narrower road due to cycle lanes being implemented). Corn street is now busier and more dangerous due to 
the increase in traffic hindered by the now narrow road and traffic flow points. I also feel for the businesses on 
the high street which are suffering in the current tough business climate. Making Witney a difficult town to 
navigate will deter visitors and not assist the recovery from the last 18 months. I cannot see a valid reason to 
close the high street to traffic. 
 

(598) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Otters Court) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I don't think there is any need to go ahead with this plan older people will suffer and the shops are really 
struggling, to much pub seating with lots of swearing when you pass not a nice look for witney 
 

(599) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxford Hill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I've lived in Witney all my life and watched it grow from a pleasent small town into an unpleasant small city... 
The town center infrastructure has not been changed to accommodate the ridiculous flow of new housing.. 
The high street should never be closed. Especially under the bracket of "Covid". It seems this is used for many 
excuses. 
Have you seen how many retired folk flood the restaurants, coffee shops and garden centers...indoor 
environments where any virus transmits at a faster rate compared to outside yet you closed high street based 
on a safer experience...it makes little to no sense. Outside is less likely to transmit a virus. Take schools. Kids 
under 18 can attend school even if parents have a positive test...as long as kids show no major signs of 
illness.  
I also found it ridiculous that the Fleece and Angel could purchase public parking spots ...this was incredibly 
frustrating when our daughter attended nursery school and spaces were few and far between... especially 
when walking was out the question due to work or bad weather.. 
I also would like to note why people outside of Witney get a chance to fill this form in?. They will or may have 
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little care for small businesses...their interest is popping in for a coffee and cake...where as shops like The 
Shake Shop suffer ..as does the sandwich shop.  
Whoever comes up with these ideas at the council clearly has another motive but hides behind the Covid tag 
like most others in a position of power...squeeze the small people, the same people who pay council tax, who 
live here.   
I personally have seen no evidence that it makes any difference being closed. As I said. 40 people in a coffee 
shop or a few people passing by each other in a street...it's clear which one is more troublesome.   
Witney needs a major sort out. Police do little about small crime. Infrastructure can not cope with all the new 
development and clearly the authorities love it as every new house is council tax money... 
 
 

(600) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Station Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I object because small businesses through the high street will be ruined (more so then they are already). A lot 
of people stop on their way through to grab lunch and now this isn’t possible. 
The traffic through town was never even bad in the first place, and now the traffic everywhere else around the 
high street is ridiculous. 
Witney had more of a life and buzz to it before, now it’s like a ghost town 
When there’s traffic through town at night, women feel safer but now they could be followed and no one would 
even notice. 
It’s not a city like Oxford, if you keep these closures in force then you’re doing an injustice to all the small 
business owners, and all your residents. No point in having a road closed if there’s going to be nothing left 
there in the future. 
 

(601) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Springs) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
5: the stoppage of traffic is damaging businesses in the closed section of High Street. Cafes and restaurants 
were easy to access; now people think twice. I do not enjoy walking in what feels like a dead area. Let Witney 
thrive and bustle! (and NB I am Green in ethos, but this just isn't working). 
6. Make the parking stretch in Witney that is next to a highly elevated pavement stretch with narrow steps for 
access straight from the road DISABLED?  Seriously?  I hope I have misunderstood. 



CMDHM5 

 

 

(602) 
As a business 
(Witney, Vale Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
The High Street Witney changes were made without a vote as a part of and as a result of lockdown. No vote 
was taken at the time. It was an arbitrary change which negatively affected Witney Market Square and the 
High Street. Since the changes were not voted in, the changes can be reversed without a vote. ALSO an 
extension of the blockade to Witney High Street, outside the Angel pub, a public parking area, was, during 
lockdown only, sequestered as an outside drinking and eating area for the Angel pub. If this is not Angel pub 
property then this area, which always was usefully used as a public parking area, should also return to its 
original state. currently it is still cordoned off and used exclusively for the Angel pub business. 
 

(603) 
As a business 
(Witney, Wesley Walk) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am objecting to the closing of the High Street as I have witnessed prohibited cars "nipping" through 
regardless of restrictions, cars entering the roundabout at the junction of High Street and Corn Street on the 
wrong side of the road as the other side outside The Angel Inn is blocked off for seating. Queues into town for 
parking has become worse, Witan Way has been made even busier which creates an off-putting situation for 
those wanting to visit the town.  
High Street businesses such as the Shake Shop and Sandwich de Witney are detrimentally affected by the 
inability of people to park in close proximity for a short period to use these businesses.  
Not all disabled people have blue badges either so providing blue badge parking for those that need to access 
that section of the High Street is not a suitable solution. 
Many people have commented in favour of the closure on social media as "it's so much quieter now" - this is 
NOT a good thing for businesses! Rather than listening to armchair keyboard warriors who visit the town once 
a month and have no clue abut what makes a successful High Street, maybe engage some proper research 
and strategic planning in regards to a suitable compromise that works for everyone and will help Witney thrive. 
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(604) 
As an individual 
(Witney, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
We have concerns that this will adversely affect local trade and the long term impact is not well enough 
understood. We are not sure that the traffic on this part of the high has ever been consistently congested to 
justify this proposal. 
 

(605) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Westfield) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
We have a flourishing town and I don’t want the local businesses to suffer. We have lost so many sue to the 
pandemic so we need to support our local businesses. 
 

(606) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodford Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
If we supermarket shop with more than two bags it is important to have a choice of short vehicle routes, 
according to traffic conditions. Wet, miserable weather is also a factor when shopping. On a good day with a 
light load we can walk. I have concerns about cars with a Blue Badge who park on double yellow lines. They 
probably do not need to and there are alternatives. This needs to be carefully looked at and monitored. I hope 
they are identified and provided with the opportunity to participate in this consultation. I spoke with a lady on 
Market Day who parked in the High Street and quickly popped to the bread stall for her loaves. This sort of 
trade has already been discussed in Facebook pages. Heavier vegetable shops are another pickup example. 
You do not normally take a Waitrose trolley to collect your vegetables from the market. 
 

(607) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Please keep the high street open to traffic, it affects the Market traders business and other high street shops 
and this is the lifeblood of the town.  Please preserve the Heritage and History of this historic market town.  
Having buses charge up and down as usual does not make it safer for pedestrians, but in my view more 
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dangerous - you can't walk on the road without the risk of getting run over by a bus so what is the point?? 
 

(608) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
I think trade is being badly affected as it was easy to park and pick up goods from local shops, banks,  
chemists and particularly the market.    (For older people buying fruit and veg it is often too heavy to carry any 
distance).  Blue badges are very difficult to come by but time limited parking was the answer. 
It’s also creating more traffic on the other roads. Cars are using more fuel as a result of the high street being 
closed thus more pollution.  Quite a few ‘boy racers’ are still using the cordoned off high street as a short cut 
making it far more dangerous. 
 

(609) 
As an individual 
(Ramsden, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Although those with a Blue Badge are able to enter the area and park, those driving someone less able are 
not.  Secondly, during the time of the trial closure I have rarely used that part of town and have chosen to use 
shops in other sectors. 
 

(610) 
As an individual 
(North leigh, Masons grove) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Trade for shops will suffer, dangerous at night as traffic acts as a vigil. 
 

(611) 
As an individual 
(Milton un der Wychwood, 
Shipton Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am concerned because the traders/shop keepers and small cafes will lose trade and, I would to support the 
individual / traders / cafes shops, they are essential to  a small market town like Witney to survive and they 
make it a more interesting place to shop.  With regard to the parking  I am a disabled driver but think extra 
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time on The Square could be dangerous near the Zebra crossing and could also create traffic jams  in an 
already busy street / area. 
 

(612) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, Gessey 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Witney high street is in danger of becoming a ghost town due to the unnecessary road closure that has been 
in place since the start of the covid-19 pandemic. The road closure has caused many businesses to lose 
customers due to the lack of passing trade. Many people are parking directly in the multi storey and therefore 
not venturing through the centre of town either on foot or via car to see what shops are there. Open the road 
back up. It makes no sense keeping it closed. 
 

(613) 
As a business 
(Long hanborough, Main 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Gaining access for different sides of the town at different hours makes the traffic more worse than before 
 

(614) 
As an individual 
(Kidlington, Stratfield road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Make travel difficult and put people off from visiting as it has done in cowley.  High street shops will possibly 
suffer further 
 

(615) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Giernalls) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I want Witney to be a busy, thriving town. I am very concerned about the number of shops that have closed 
down. I am also concerned about how busy the other routes have become especially during rush hour. 
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(616) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Middletown) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I object to keeping the high street closed to traffic, as there are so many businesses along the road that will 
and have been suffering Since lockdown. Witney was a thriving town when Marriotts walk was built, and we 
have already lost numerous shops along that precinct, and  to lose anymore Witney would be a dead town, 
closing the road now has no purpose, as covid restrictions have now been lifted by the government, so it isn’t 
nesessary anymore, I sincerely hope the road will be reopened, and businesses can start to thrive again 
before it’s too late. 
 

(617) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Giernalls Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I feel the changes would be to the detriment of the town. 
 

(618) 
As an individual 
(Fyfield Wick, Road 
Running Through Fyfield 
Wick) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I wish to support the Witney market stall holders and shop owners. I want Witney to retain its very varied mix 
of profitable businesses along the High Street and also its wonderful market, the best in the area. Access to 
the short term parking next to the market place was ideal for picking up quantaties of produce from stall 
holders. 
 

(619) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Broadmarsh 
lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am concerned that resistrcting traffic long term will have a negative impact on local businesses which would 
have a real negative impact on the town 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(620) 
As an individual 
(Finstock, School road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Our already struggling town will struggle more and more until its all closed. It's hard to be able walk far for 
some and not everyone has a blue badge. Please consider everyone, both shoppers and shops. The impact it 
is having could destroy the lovely little town. 
 

(621) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Church 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Businesses are all ready seeing the impact of this! Especially small independent businesses.  I would hate to 
lose these on Witney High Street. 
 

(622) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Lovell close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Needs more consideration 
 

(623) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Ditchley Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
As somebody who lives outside the town, but comes in for shopping (by bus and also by car), I find that the 
traffic restrictions greatly increase the queues of cars trying to enter and most particularly exit the Waitrose 
and associated car parks. This often deters me from coming into Witney, and can't be good for the health of 
shops in the town. This does not only affect my patronage of Market Street and adjacent roads, by the way. 
The lack of frequency of the X9 bus makes me choose to drive in more frequently than I would ideally wish. 
During lockdown I shopped almost entirely online; but that is no longer the case and I think it a mistake to use 
patterns of traffic circulation during lockdown as a clue to what is needed in 2022 and going forward. 
In addition, the loss of general car parking is also a deterrent to coming in to shop. The main problem has 
been, for me at least, the loss of long-stay car parking in the town. I regularly need more than 3 hours parking 
to complete any necessary errands. Whilst I recognise that disabled parking is needed,  more general parking 
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is also very urgently needed if the town centre is to remain an appealing place to visit and to shop. 
 

(624) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, No) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
It's silly 
 

(625) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Parker Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Lived in Witney all my life and I’m concerned shops will close due to this and will destroy our town which the 
council is slowly doing! 
 

(626) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Shilton road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Local businesses will suffer 
 

(627) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Calais Dene) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I believe the current restrictions are adversely affecting High St businesses and they need all the help they can 
get. 
 

(628) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Pollard Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
It has made Witney like a ghost town. I’m an 100% sure businesses are suffering. We need to protect our high 
street shops. 
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(629) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Talbot Fields) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
I believe the closure of the High Street is adversely affecting businesses. The town has lost it's "buzz". When I 
am in the town I see very few pedestrians actually walking in the high street. 
I think parking could remain for a short stay say 1 hr and it could be turned into a one-way street, that would 
be a good compromise. 
I regularly visit Thame which has parking in the town centre and allows traffic through the town. There are NO 
empty shops that I could see on my last visit it's a thriving town with lots of small shops and a great place to 
visit! 
 

(630) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Marsh furlong) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
It will stop flow of traffic to local businesses shutting down even more!!  
 

(631) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Bampton Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Parking on the High St offers opportunities to pop into town for no longer than 30 minutes without getting 
caught up in the traffic in and out of the major car parks. For someone who lives in a surrounding village, 
cycling is not an option, also as a mother with a busy schedule I don’t always have the luxury of time. I valued 
the ability to use our High Street to park on and don’t believe there was congestion pre-pandemic which 
contributed to pollution any more than there is today on the outskirts. I feel a permanent, full-time closure of 
access to the High Street would be detrimental to the residents and businesses of Witney. 
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(632) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Heron Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Town is dying, restricting traffic will add to this issue and I see no benefit to doing so. No one has given a 
sensible reason 
 

(633) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ralegh Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I object to the street being closed.   With the main shopping area closed to nearly all traffic the town seems 
dead. 
There is no buzz to the town anymore.   If the road is closed people who may have driven through won’t notice 
what shops are there to visit as they are diverted away from shops. 
The wooden boxes at both ends of the road are an eyesore and it’s not clear what cars are allowed to drive 
through. 
 

(634) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Valence Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Closure of the high street makes my commute longer as I spent longer stuck in traffic 
 

(635) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Need to keep the town alive and the high Street had very little traffic before covid 
 

(636) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Abbey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
It’s unnecessary, causes traffic build up in other places, detrimental to the small businesses on High Street. 
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(637) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bathing Place 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
The high street needs to be reopened for business as they are suffering due to lack of passing trade and 
easing congestion on the surrounding roads that are being used. 
 

(638) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bramble Bank) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
It is causing very high congestion around other streets and long queues of traffic around town making it hard 
to get into car parks due to cars blocking the road or traffic waiting past the junction to the carparks.   Other 
roads are turning into dangerous cut throughs to avoid the centre of town 
 

(639) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Chedworth Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Trade has reduced due to no traffic on hugh street 
 

(640) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crofters Court) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Restriction of some vehicles on the high street does not make pedestrians any safer. In fact I have 
experienced more hazardous situations as vehicles have to use the 'wrong' side of the road, or even vehicles 
that shouldn't be using the road go through at great speed. I don't think it aids any sort of social distancing for 
pedestrians, and in fact is a hazard in itself as people do not always look in the direction that traffic may be 
oncoming when they cross. 
Also, from the trial over the past 18 months, it appears that such restrictions are not policed anyway.  
Personally I would prefer no restrictions on vehicle use rather than money be spent on policing a permanent 
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set of restrictions.  
The proposed restrictions are a halfway house that do not increase safety and provide no real benefit. 
 

(641) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
Concerns for the businesses operating on the High Street 
 

(642) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Gloucester Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I object to the proposal to close the High Street to traffic without a formal assessment, consultation and review 
of the impact it will have on the Witney AQMA. 
 

(643) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Highworth Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
The point of closing the high street is to make it a better place for people. I would support it if ALL vehicles 
were removed. If you allow buses, taxis and blue badge holders to continue to use the road there is just no 
point. It will look and feel the same and you will have to stick to walking on the pavements for safety. So I don't 
see the point you might as well allow all traffic to use it. It was never that busy anyhow. Also as a resident very 
close to the high street it means that I also have to drive further to get to my home, increasing pollution. 
 

(644) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kingsfield) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Keeping the High Street closed to the majority of traffic is having a detrimental effect on businesses in Witney 
and at the present time they need all the help that can be given to them.  We need to keep the High Street 
alive!  Also not allowing traffic down the High Street means all traffic goes down  Witan Way creating a 
bottleneck 
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(645) 
As an individual 
(Witney, New bridge Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I believe the high street needs to be reopened to stop traffic being diverted through the rest of the town 
 

(646) 
As an individual 
(Witney, New Yatt Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Witney businesses would benefit from opening High Street to traffic, as this will increase activity in this central 
area of town. 
 

(647) 
As an individual 
(witney, point place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
. 
 

(648) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Schofield Gdns) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
The plan to remove traffic from the High St is killing the shops and sense of community.  Since the temporary 
closure was put in place the High St is flat and dull. Instead of using the High St traffic is forced to use side 
streets and residentials road and this is not good for local residents. 
 

(649) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Sherbourne Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Detrimental to businesses located in the closed zone. Dangerous access for disabled road users, and 
particularly buses, in and out of the closed zone (wrong side of the road, directly into oncoming traffic). Does 
not make a huge difference to pollution. Simply diverts traffic into other roads such as Corn Street where 
access is appalling at the best of times due to the narrowed section and parked cars. 
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(650) 
As an individual 
(witney, station lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
i am very concerned about the life of the high street and the pushing of traffic onto other roads 
 

(651) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I believe in access to the area for businesses 
 

(652) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Waine rush view) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Has made horrendous traffic all over the town 
 

(653) 
As an individual 
(Leafield, Lower End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I think closing down the road is an awful idea and will drive people out of town. 
 

(654) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Witney Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Seen shop owners are struggling on the news and support them. 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(655) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, St. John’s drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
There is plenty of space for pedestrians on both sides of the road. Not being able to drive down the high street 
and use the short stay parking has stopped me using some shops on the street. 
 

(656) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Timms Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Supporting local businesses that want it open to traffic 
 

(657) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Woodrush 
gardens) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I think the high street feels dead no life. It’s nice to drive through & window shop, notice something & go in.  
I like it as it’s always been life in it.   
When you walk around Witney the high street sits empty, it needs life. 
 

(658) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Willows) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I can see no good reason to restrict traffic flow through the High St, it has never been a problem.  The 
temporary restrictions have changed the character and feel of the street in a negative way.  I can however 
support making all of the parking on the High Street, between Welch Way and Corn Street disabled parking. 
 

(659) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
You can easily see the currant restriction that is in place has caused great damage to the footfall of the town . 
No passing trade can see the options open to them so are not stopping . Witney is dead in both daytime and 
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evening . As a person that has grew up in Witney you would drive through and see who was about. Witney is 
fast becoming a dead market town with lack of footfall stopping traffic is adding to this . If you want to stop 
traffic to reduce air pollution Witney is in need of additional A40 access at shores green . 
 

(660) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Harvest Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney has a number of businesses in the high street that need trade… the ability to drive through and park in 
the high street supports that trade 
 

(661) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moorland Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Although Witney has plenty of car parking spaces near the proposed pedestrian area it is still to far for some 
people to walk .  I was often dropped off to visit the area i an mo longer able to with the closure. 
 

(662) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Priory Mill Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
You are forcing traffic to backlog in other areas of the town including Witan Way meaning it blocks resident 
access to New Bridge Street more frequently. It is also increasing air pollution due to more stationary traffic. 
Basing a decision on success during a period of nation lockdown and overall reduced traffic volumes is not an 
acceptable reason to proceed permanently. 
 

(663) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stanley Court) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I cannot see any benefit to restricting the high street. I can however see the local business being affected. The 
restrictions were put in place during the Covid pandemic. For me I would like to see it reverted back to pre-
pandemic so that it's not a lasting reminder of such an awful time for both public and small businesses 
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(664) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I don’t believe closing high street is good for the town - it was never that busy anyway 
 

(665) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, Wenrisc 
drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I don’t feel Witney is a busy enough town to warrant total pedestrianisation. Maybe one way system in order to 
still have the larger path ways that have been created, and also enable all local business people to still have 
the call in quickly type buyers. (ie the shame shop, or sandwich de Witney) 
 

(666) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Pitt’s Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I object to the banning of traffic as it causes dreadful Congestion on other roads. Also the lack of access to 
businesses is killing our town. Our vibrant town has become a ghost town. A one way system maybe worth 
consideration. I support disabled parking. I would like to see further all day parking for workers and 5-7 hours 
for shoppers who would like to shop and lunch/cinema. Let’s welcome visitors and provide a coach parking 
area which I know is needed as I have worked in the tourism dept. 
 

(667) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, ELMHURST 
WAY) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Keep businesses there we need to keep our high streets 
 

(668) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Bampton) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I see no necessity for motor vehicle prohibition on High Street Witney. There are adequate and wide 
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pavements for pedestrian access. The current restrictions exacerbate traffic volumes on the surrounding roads 
and serve no useful purpose. It does not reduce overall pollution as traffic volumes have not reduced as a 
result. It creates un-necessary inconvenience for motorists with no overall improvement for pedestrian access. 
 

(669) 
As an individual 
(Aston (Bampton), Waites 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Object 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There has never been that much traffic through Witney High Street and it has not obviously been a problem.  
But, in the evening and at night it helps to keep it lively and reduce crime, that is often seen in small pedestrian 
only precincts in other towns.  Also at night it helps for pick ups/drop downs, take aways, etc.  Maybe should 
consider day time only traffic restrictions. 
 

(670) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I generally support no cars on the High Street but think there must be a consultation with shop owners to 
discuss and address their concerns 
 

(671) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Closing the heart of the town by making it prohibited for motor vehicles 
 

(672) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cherry Tree Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am concerned due to traffic congestion. Limited access to shop fronts. Ascetics to the town 
 

(673) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Dark Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
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I agree that the restriction is good for pedestrians but not as good for the businesses and also if you want to 
buy something that if difficult to carry and you cannot park close by you go elsewhere 
 

(674) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Gordon Marshall 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
It’s inconvenient for motorists but for pedestrians it makes it a lot safer especially for children 
 

(675) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Builds up traffic around the rest of the town, was originally meant for social distance but no one used it for that, 
also get rid of the tables outside the angle as it blocks traffic around church green and no other pubs have 
been aloud to extend 
 

(676) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Pofley end, 
Hailey.) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
As I've had cancer can't walk far   so having my sister park and having to walk to any of the shops. If she could 
drop me off by the shops would be ok. I'm not a blue badge older. 
 

(677) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Quarry Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
I dont think the idea has been properly thought through or discussed with the public 
 

(678) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stow Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 



CMDHM5 

 

It feels like it’s half a road closure, miss being able to pop into town at lunch time to visit local businesses 
 

(679) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Taphouse Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
My concerns are what will the impact on businesses be? i.e footfall due to less passing trade. What impact will 
the closure of the high street have on other roads for example Witan way/Corn Street? Certain  times of the 
day these roads are already congested. Finally, what is the impact on tourism? As  we are a market town, 
driving through and seeing the town for the first time is what draws people in to want to stop and visit bringing 
with them revenue for the town. 
 

(680) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Apley way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I feel local business is affected by restrictions and I want to support independent traders 
 

(681) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
The proposals would mean the negative impact on traffic on other routes and businesses will continue without 
any real  benefit - the road is not pedestrianised as long as buses, taxis and disabled car access is still 
allowed. 
 

(682) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cherry Tree Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I think the current reduction in traffic has been a vast improvement to the shopping experience in town. There 
is a clear reduction is pollution levels and it is a much safer road to walk along and cross with three small 
children. 
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(683) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Chestnut Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am concerned that local businesses will lose footfall.  I am also concerned that too much emphasis is being 
given to the supposed needs of cyclists when I see very few in the town centre. 
 

(684) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cogges Hill Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
The restrictions are pointless unless you stop disabled, buses, cyclists and illegal entry into Street and Market 
Square. Logically, if there are no vehicles allowed access there will be no need for parking. 
 

(685) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Without some through traffic  many of the shops fail to attract customers.  Visitors who are tourists find it hard 
to realise the size or shape of the town. Especially if parking in the multi-storey car park. It has been nice as a 
local pedestrian to walk around without worrying about traffic but I have never found the traffic to be really bad 
or worrying. Perhaps one way traffic with a little short term parking again might improve it from before the 
pandemic but the way it is now is very restricted. 
 

(686) 
As a business 
(Witney, Corn street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
All I want is for the space out the front of Sue Ryder to be changed to loading and unloading so donators can 
pull up and drop things off 
 

(687) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
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Either close the high street and made it pedestrianised or return it to how it was pre covid 
 

(688) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
I feel that the shops in Market Square and High Street will be struggling. This had a similar effect in Bicester. 
 

(689) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Early Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I object strongly to the High Street remaining closed.  I work in the Woolgate Centre and the traffic on Witan 
Way (by Woolgate Centre car park) is gridlocked every evening (5pm time) because the High St is closed. 
Cars queue towards High St and get fed up waiting and perform U turns to find a quicker way, this is very 
dangerous and there will be a crash sooner or later.  Also the poor businesses along the High St are suffering 
due to a lack of customers.  People have stopped going into town because the traffic is so bad.  Don’t the 
council think we’ve suffered enough with COVID and now to lose our jobs because our businesses can’t trade.   
Do the decision makers come out of their ivory towers to actually visit Witney and speak to businesses, do 
they drive around the town, oh no they can’t because the High Street is closed!  Do the right thing, open the 
High Street, make it 20 mph but please, please OPEN IT!! 
 

(690) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Early Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am objecting because the High Street is part of the very character of Witney. It is its beating heart. Business's 
who have paid good money in rents and mortgages will lose valuable passing trade and the open space will 
become a magnet for pidgeons. 
 

(691) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eastfield road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
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A lot of local businesses have been impacted by the high Street road closure. It's harder to get parking in 
witney too. 
 

(692) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Witney, Edington Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
The high street has become a cleaner, safer environment which allows for social distancing. Whilst we see this 
proposal as the next evolution for the high street and we welcome these thoughts, we query whether a total 
vehicle prohibition is the answer, as is the limitations on parking proposed. 
Local businesses are concerned at the loss of footfall from decreased vehicle traffic, so we ask OCC to 
consider the following options that attempt to balance the needs of businesses against those of residents: 
1. Support WTCs climate emergency declaration by assisting them to turn the town centre into a greener zone 
(noting that in our opinion, the town is not ready to be entirely green), installing electric vehicle charging points 
in addition to the proposed disabled parking and including the current taxi rank 
2. Permit electric vehicles all day to balance the needs of local businesses, maintaining some footfall and 
passing trade as well as keeping the area carbon emissions low, as enjoyed during the pandemic and 
supporting a 21st century recovery and reinvigorated high street  
3. Outside normal business hours, reopen the high street to traffic. An all day and night closure is unnecessary 
for a small market town which does not see the traffic volumes of Oxford, Abingdon or Banbury, for example. 
Currently the diversion necessary owing to the closure increases journey times, increases vehicle emissions, 
encourages drivers with local knowledge to use roads constructed for light residential traffic only as primary 
routes, and negatively impacts restaurants and other hospitality businesses who may benefit from evening 
trade. 
4. Increase secure bicycle parking across the town centre. 
Thank you for your consideration of these points of concern raised by our youth group. 
 

(693) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
The current restrictions don't solve any problems, if buses/taxis and disabled drivers are allowed access then it 
isn't any safer/less polluting for pedestrians etc. It should either be totally pedestrianised, with vehicle access 
allowed at restricted times, or there should be a bus/taxi gate at the Buttercross end of the high street active 
between 8.30am and 6.30pm which limits the "rat run" during peak times. After 6.30pm any vehicle can 
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travel/park on High Street to enable access to restaurants, pubs etc. The traffic restriction at the Buttercross 
end of Corn Street should also be removed to aid traffic flow. 
 

(694) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
It seems that other than prohibiting through traffic the road will be just as busy as it was before the current 
restrictions and does little to help pedestrians using High Street 
 

(695) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Idbury Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
My main concern is the volume of traffic that has to go via station lane which causes tailbacks. Also most high 
street shops object and they should be listened too. 
 

(696) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Idbury Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Only partial closure doesn't appear to make the high street any safer, there is still plenty of traffic using it!  
 

(697) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lancut road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I feel that closing the high street is causing other roads around witney getting more congested and the affects 
it is having on all local businesses and the town feels so dead and quite . 
We already have 2 pedestrianised areas in witney to do shopping the woolgate and marriotts walk . 
 

(698) 
As an individual 
(witney, Langdale Gate) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
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Traffic flow throughout Witney would be severely impacted, plus local businesses have reported a severe 
negative impact from the current closure. I like it from the distancing point of view, and for how easy it is to 
cross the road where required (not that it was difficult before!), but I don't think that negates the 
issues/potential issues. 
 

(699) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Madley park) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
So many business's losing out on money due to the through traffic now not being a thing, outsiders not from 
witney won't even know what shops are in town as cant see so won't bother. Again business's losing out. Very 
dangerous as loads of people race to get through itfirst without being caught so just open it back up 
 

(700) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
There is a need for signage - either painted on the road or pole mounted, at crossing points to remind 
pedestrians of the need to look both ways as there are still a number of vehicles driving through the restricted 
area and that may not be immediately obvious to anyone trying to cross within the closures 
 

(701) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am concerned for all businesses in Market Square/High Street as the lack of through traffic has had an 
impact on their trade. As a Solicitors office, this is not such a problem, but it is something that concerns me. 
Also my partner and I often need to go to the office for a short period of time and it would be very helpful, if the 
parking prohibition remains in place, if business owners could have a permit which gives us access to the 
outside of our offices so that we do not incur parking penalties. 
 
 

(702) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
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The proposals appear to be a halfway house between pacifying a small lobby group who wish to see the high 
street pedestrianised and being able to say to the larger opposition that the high street is still open to vehicles. 
Given that private vehicles will be able to use Market Square to access disabled parking and loading and 
unloading enforcement of the closure to general traffic can only be enforced by consent with wardens still 
required to enforce the 3 hour disabled restrictions rather than the previous 30 minutes. This appears a far 
less efficient use of resources and therefore less value for money. 
Whilst the impact to our business is minimal the loss of a fast turnover of parking in Market Square will have a 
detrimental effect on the retail businesses who require support in recovery and maintaining a healthy high 
street. 
 

(703) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Objecting to proposals of closure 
 

(704) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Market Square - 
was fully in favour of 
keeping restrictions until I 
saw a notice saying that 36 
out of 37 retail/businesses 
oppose and want the Hjgh 
Street open again. 
Cinsequently I would be 
business led otherwise we 
will not need the High 
Street.) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
For reason already recorded that 3* out of 37 retail/businesses oppose it. 
 

(705) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Marriotts walk) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
No actual reason to block the street? What exactly is it achieving? Those parking spaces are there to be used 
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and many people are busy and use them day in and out to provide business to all those shops on the street. 
 

(706) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Witney, New Yatt Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council's Cabinet discussed the restrictions at its meeting on 13 October 21 where 
the results of our own consultation on the temporary measures were considered.  The consultation showed a 
majority in favour of retaining the restrictions from those that responded.  However, the council has been made 
aware of some issues in OCC's proposal which need to be addressed: 
• It is not clear from the proposal if the current disabled parking bays on the High Street in the vicinity of 
Boots down to Poundland will be retained.  WODC strongly advocates the retention of these spaces. 
• Concerns have been raised from blue badge holders at the suitability of the proposed new disabled 
parking bays on Market Square because of their proximity to the retaining wall.  The wall makes it difficult for 
people, especially those with mobility problems or in need of a wheel chair, to exit the passenger side of the 
vehicle.  While the designation of more disabled parking spaces in welcomed, the suitability of this particular 
site should be carefully reviewed. 
• Some businesses, particularly those on Market Square, do not have the benefit of a rear service yard.  
The exemption for vehicles loading and unloading is welcome but the marking of designated loading / 
unloading bays for those businesses in the middle of Market Square would be a helpful addition to the plans. 
• One of the issues regularly raised with WODC is that of enforcement.  If the restrictions are to become 
permanent, a traffic enforcement protocol needs to be established with Thames Valley Police who are 
responsible for moving traffic enforcement. 
Minutes of the WODC Cabinet item on this issue are online at 
https://meetings.westoxon.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=1804.    
There is a strong desire from WODC to have further dialogue with OCC, to work together on the future 
improvements to the public realm in the town centre and to ensure the long term success of Witney. 
 

(707) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Pre-lockdown I would always walk into town but never found it a problem coping with the limited traffic that 
was present in the High Street. I am aware many shops believe it to be a problem continuing with the traffic 
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ban and would like to support the struggling high street however I can. As you still have taxis and buses it 
wouldn’t be truly pedestrianised anyway. Therefore I would like to return to normal and restore traffic access 
as before. 
 

(708) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Pensclose) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am concerned about the effect on local businesses along the high street as well as the increase in traffic 
around the alternative routes which don’t go through the town centre. Until better public transport comes to 
Witney (train station, more buses connecting the local villages) there will continue to be a high volume of cars 
passing through the town centre and this closure will create more pressure on the other routes. Look at the 
problems bridge street has had over the years which still hasn’t been sorted! Keep the road open but perhaps 
add a cycle lane to encourage more green travel. 
 

(709) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Quarry) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Concerned for business in the High Street if people can't drive down and park 
 

(710) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Springfield Park) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
The impact it is having on local businesses 
 

(711) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stow Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I support  in principle, however, it is important to acknowledge that 36 businesses on the High Street suggest 
that the current measures are impeding their business.  Action including the way in which the high street looks 
needs to be taken within the next three years to ensure that the High Street remains appealing.  Witney needs 
a long term strategy to ensure that it thrives, cars not being in the high street will lead to losses. 
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(712) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
The High Street is dead.  There are fewer people walking around which indicates the HIgh Street is not getting 
the passing trade that cars bring 
 

(713) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Worried about the impact this will continue to have o no the businesses on the high street 
 

(714) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Waterford road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Traffic in other parts of witney is far worse now. It's not solved a problem, just moved it somewhere else. 
 

(715) 
Rather not say 
(Witney, West end) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Traffic infrastructure is not acceptable in its current form. Access from town to the West End is at it’s all time 
worst. This problem should be addressed before shutting or prohibiting any roads. 
 

(716) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Witney) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
open it back up, the high street is loosing the shops 
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(717) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Witney High 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Because the local economy is going to be damaged with the it being harder for people to pass through the 
town. Small businesses are likely to suffer, at a time when they need us the most. It's also really inconvenient 
not to be able as a person with older more elderly relatives, young kids and buggies, or people short on time. 
 

(718) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodgreen) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
The high street seems dead since the temporary traffic restrictions were brought in, because buses etc can 
still drive down, so it is of no benefit to pedestrians (like corn market in Oxford), but for car drivers it means 
that shops/restaurants are easy to forget about if you can no longer drive past. Either full pedestrianisation or 
full removal of restrictions would be preferable to this middle ground. 
 

(719) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodlands Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I agree to more disabled parking, but would like there to be at least six x 30 min general parking slots for those 
popping to the bank/collecting a prescription or other short shopping needs 
 

(720) 
As an individual 
(Witney, WOODSTOCK 
RD) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Extremely concerned to the damage of businesses 
 

(721) 
As an individual 
(witney, Woodstock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
because of the detrimental effect on high st and market square businesses if the closure is made permanent 
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(722) 
As an individual 
(Sutton, Sutton Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Generally support but concerned with the exceptions eg buses, taxis etc. Should be 100%  pedestrianised or 
not worth doing at all. Provision for bus stops and taxi pickup and drop off should be made by the buttercross 
and the welch way mini roundabout at the other end. 
 

(723) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, Farley Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Personally I am happy with the traffic restrictions on High Street and would probably support a total ban on 
vehicles including buses but realise that this is not practical. My concern is the attitude of traders who claim 
that business has dropped dramatically as a result of the restrictions and I feel that "High Street" survival is 
under enough threat already without imposing another possibly fatal pressure. There would be little point in 
making Witney safer for pedestrians if there were no shops for them to visit. 
 

(724) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Woodlands) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Crossing the road below the lights is very dangerous as buses, vans and cars come on the wrong side.  Saw a 
person nearly knocked down.  Pedestrians are no safer than when  all traffic was permitted. 
 

(725) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Abingdon 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I find that since the road was closed, I have not stopped to go into any shop in the High Street. I used to drive 
along High Street, see a shop ie Boots, Lakeland, Robert Dias and remember I needed something and then 
park in the 30minutes parking area and quickly do my shop. Now I  go from Marks & Spencer’s to Sainsbury’s 
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, a long way round and find I only shop at these two stores. I feel the shops in High Street are missing out of 
my trade and I’m sure I’m not the only one who do what I do. I feel sorry for all small shops in this area. 
 

(726) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Laburnum) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
I would like to know the footfall   What were they pre pandemic and introduction of this closure without proper 
consultation   It certainly doesn’t feel as busy 
 

(727) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Perrott Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
The businesses are being affected by this and the death of the High Street is certainly happening in Witney.  
Very limited parking once you can get through into the High Street for blue badges if of course people will use 
them, as it’s not really encouraged is it. 
 

(728) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, Ripley 
Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I think the loss of the short term parking is a mistake 
 

(729) 
As an individual 
(Milton-Under-Wychwood, 
The Heath) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I went into Witney the other day, and the current restrictions are killing the market town 
 

(730) 
As an individual 
(Marcham, Anson Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Appreciate the idea behind them, but feel that a more elegant solution than that proposed could be 
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implemented. Feels rather like a sledgehammer to crack a nut in it's current form. 
 

(731) 
As an individual 
(Long hanborough, 
Greenway Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Business missing out 
 

(732) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, 
Millwood Vale) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
This action will only serve to accelerate the death of the high street and contribute to a decline in Witney's 
business generally. It will force more traffic past the main car park which alread gets jammed at busy periods 
of the day. People will be discouraged from using the Witney shops. I cannot see a single benefit. It is counter-
intuitive to the "new normal" which should focus on overcoming the major flaw made so evident that cities are 
now a part of the problem and we need to encourage local activity, not destroy it. 
 

(733) 
As an individual 
(Leafield close to Witney, 
Fairspear Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I have concerns about these proposals.  I fully supported them when it started.  However we now need to 
move on for the future.  Rebuild better etc etc.  I would ask why the council has not considered making 
permanent arrangements to widen the footpaths on both sides of the road and then re-open the road in a 
narrower format, perhaps oneway.  This of course restricts parking but no one needs to park in that location 
other than for loading and unloading and of course for disabled drivers but not millions of spaces. 
 

(734) 
As an individual 
(Kingham, Station Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I am a business owner, as a business owner I am concerned for the business owners in Witney suffering 
losses due to the closure, if it were my business I think I  would be out of my mind with worry, particularly if I 
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were tied into a lease or worse owned a building that I may not be able to lease in the future for the same 
money, maybe not being able to afford my business loan, although I don’t know how much warning 
businesses were given to get out of leases or contracts before the decision was made. 
 

(735) 
As an individual 
(High Cogges, South Leigh 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
At first sight the idea of closing the High Street to almost all traffic seems attractive but as currently 
implemented the area around Market Square feels lifeless and rather sterile. Would it not be better to limit the 
traffic to access only thus enabling the parking spaces there to be used again. There are a lot of people who 
whilst not meeting the demanding criteria for a Blue Badge are suffer from either permanent or temporary 
movement restrictions. 
 

(736) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Wroslyn Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I feel that the current measures are putting people off travelling to and shopping in witney. It looks really 
unwelcoming and as if people are not wanted in the town 
 

(737) 
As an individual 
(Filkins, No road name) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
All High streets are under pressure due to online shopping. Any additional changes that make it more difficult 
for shoppers to come to any high street can only contribute to the demise of the high street and will cause car 
users to continue to desert the high street in favour of out of town stores. 
 

(738) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Spareacre Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
People would loose the option of "popping in" to a shop or the market, 
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(739) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Feilden close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Causes further traffic problems in and around Witney, and having adverse effect on local small businesses 
 

(740) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Mill Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I don’t think restricting access to vehicles done the high street has helped businesses or pedestrians. As a 
pedestrian you still need to watch out for buses, taxis and bikes. Closing the high street to cars causes 
congestion in Corn Street and Witan Way.  
If loosing capacity at Market Square for standard parking then need to increase it elsewhere. As someone who 
qualifies for parent and child parking I am frustrated by the number of blue badge parking spaces that are 
mostly empty in town and the lack of standard parking/parent and child parking. 
 

(741) 
As an individual 
(Didcot, Wandle Beck) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
The businesses in that area will suffer economically.  Witney has always been a bustling market town and 
closing off the area to traffic is of no benefit! 
 

(742) 
As an individual 
(Curbridge, Lew road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
It feels as through the heart of Witney has gone - and it seems pointless to close the road - there’s no real 
benefit in doing so and only creates more congestion and carbon footprint in doing so. 
 

(743) 
As an individual 
(Cote, Cote) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
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The traffic will be worst than normal 
 

(744) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Witney) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
Making it more difficult for people won’t encourage them into the town.  A one way system with additional short 
stay parking for less able people kerbside as well as some standard short stay spaces would be a compromise 
that would ensure through fare but reduce volume and congestion. 
 

(745) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Lawton Ave) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
By allowing buses, taxis and other motor vehicles through the centre of Witney the policy still doesn't make it 
safe for pedestrians, merely reduces the traffic a little and the pavements are still small and busy and you can't 
step in the road.  I would prefer either full pedestrianisation or going back to allowing private motor vehicles if 
this is not possible. 
 

(746) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Swinbrook 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Currently the allowance for public transport and taxis makes this closure confusing. Motorists often ignore the 
barriers and just follow a bus or taxi through. It has become more dangerous to cross the road especially with 
children, as you cannot assume the road is shut or open. Would be happier to see it reinstated and fully 
opened to all traffic, perhaps with some slower speed restrictions. Also consider moving the current market to 
outside Cineworld, more space and likely more footfall for the market and shops at that end of town. Current 
market square can then be used fir more community based events. 
 

(747) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, South Mere) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 



CMDHM5 

 

Added traffic up/down a congested narrow Corn Street. Where Double Yellow lines are ignored by deliveries 
between the two chicanes.   Often longish delays during working hours of  5 or so mins trying to navigate  past  
parked vehicles or behind stopped busses unable to move in either direction.   I’m for the predestinisation of 
High Rd  but not the effect on Corn street 
 

(748) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Bridge Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I have spoken to quite a lot of people about the proposals and whilst I personally have no objections most of 
the people I have spoken to do. Until there is a decent bus service from Bampton people will have to use their 
cars to get into Witney and many see this as the “thin edge of the wedge” making life for those who don’t have 
access to reasonable public transport even more difficult. 
 

(749) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Church View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
At the moment it is just a mess.  It is fine to have it pedestrianised but needs to be paved properly otherwise it 
is not attractive to use.  This will mean businesses retain their customers and hopefully everyone will.be 
happy. 
 

(750) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Saxel Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Concerns that the lack of traffic and parking available in the Market Square will have an impact on businesses 
in the town centre, not only in the Market Square area, but those businesses in other areas of the town centre. 
 

(751) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
We need to do everything we can to prevent more shop closures in witney. Although there is ample parking in 
town, the road closure seems to have impacted the amount of people coming into town. Plus, tourists like to 
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drive through before deciding whether to stop for a coffee or shopping. I don’t think it would do any harm to 
open back up but don’t mind further parking restrictions. 
 

(752) 
As an individual 
(Witney, bridge street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
I have a concern that the Town as a whole is not being considered. The opening or closing of a high street in 
isolation without consideration of the bigger picture is a concern 
 

(753) 
As an individual 
(witney, buttercross lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
The feeling of the town centre is not the same, it has lost it's vitality.  The availability of short stay parking at 
the side of the road allowed people to just 'nip in' to a shop, people have to park further away and are less  
likely to go to a shop to buy just one thing.  The local businesses are suffering and this is not good for the town 
as a whole.  Our high street was bustling and thriving before Covid, there is no reason it can't be the same in 
the future.  New businesses may be put off setting up in the town if there is no buzz about it. It's important to 
give the town time to recover and maybe reconsider the proposals at a future date.   I appreciate that the town 
centre could become  very busy with traffic, particularly around the corn street junction but closing the road 
just creates problems further up the town. 
 

(754) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Pensclose) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Opening the High St as one way traffic would ease the flow on the alternative routes and make navigation 
around Witney easier.  I don't agree that safety is an issue.  Keep up the good work.  Best regards  Eddie 
 

(755) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Springs) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
As a witney resident it is nice to go shopping now its been pedestrianised but local businesses are concerned 
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and we don't want to see them go under. Perhaps loading bays for the fruit and veg stall might help. I wonder 
if footfall is down due to the closed road or due to the pandemic and people having less money to spend. 
 
 

(756) 
As an individual 
(witney, Woodley Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Traffic passing through Witney is already heavily congested. By removing one route that enables vehicles to 
move from Welch Way & the Health Centres to the top end of the High St, vehicles are forced to use the 
already congested High St to Witan Way route, creating a bottle neck approaching the Witan Way traffic lights.  
Vehicles should be allowed to use the High St, but it should be limited to 15 or 20mph 
 

(757) 
As an individual 
(South Leigh, Lymbrook 
close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
There is a significant impact on the traffic congestion on surrounding roads - specifically Witan Way due to the 
fact that High street is off limits. It’s increasing travel time and delays and is very frustrating - and 
unnecessary. 
 

(758) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Rymers Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I fully support the pedestrianisation but I should be extended to cover all vehicles, including taxis and buses, to 
ensure the street can fully be used by pedestrians safely.  It is very confusing to users to have occassional 
traffic like this. 
 

(759) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Towns End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Safer for pedestrians, but business may suffer and parking on the High Street is no longer available for quick 
trips 
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(760) 
As an individual 
(Deddington, Flux Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
Restricting travel on High Street would impact accessibility to local business, and small business is the pillar of 
the community of Witney. I also have concerns regarding traffic and the lack of viable alternative routes that 
won’t be worse congested. 
 

(761) 
As an individual 
(Curbridge, Well Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Whatever is proposed is irrelevant without enforcement. 
 

(762) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Oakfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I work in Witney and regularly visit the high street. Having restricted access through the center is creating 
more congestion on the outskirts as I get stuck in this traffic. The majority of people who live in or around 
Witney drive their own cars, so restricting access is not the solution. 
 

(763) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, GARDENIA) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
Not worried one way or other. Only thing is collecting veg from the market. 
 

(764) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Abbey road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 
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Concerned about local businesses surviving 
 

(765) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church View 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
The closure of the high street has made Corn Street lethal, it has made access to an already difficult to access 
school nearly impossible, putting all the traffic into Corn Street. I walk whereever possible but being a working 
mum this simply isn’t possible all the time and I do have to collect my daughter on time but also be at work on 
time! Whether anyone likes it or not we still have to get our kids to school,  parking in the short stay High 
Street meant being safely able to drop children off and collect. With the loss of the High Street parking and the 
other short stay parking around that area it has become chaos and dangerous especially with out a crossing 
patrol. It can also take up to 15 minutes to park in Waitrose car park and then time to walk over, finishing work 
30 mins earlier is just not viable for most!  You can also see the significant drop in footfall where people would 
short stay visit the shops. Drop off, pick up, run in. The high street is like a ghost town now with no 
atmosphere, hustle and bustle is what keeps a town alive and I don’t believe it is helping the environment as 
all it’s done is clog up the surrounding streets. I also don’t believe that the reduced footfall is down to covid 
still, it is down to access. The decision needs proper planning you just can’t close a road without a plan. If you 
close it then you need to have a plan to attract people to the centre and more coffee bars and disabled parking 
is not  a plan. 
 

(766) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Preventing traffic doesn’t make it any safer for pedestrians 
 

(767) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Witney is wonderful because of the businesses and the high street. I like that I can get all I need in Witney and 
don’t have to travel elsewhere. As the pandemic has taken some shops away it’s important that we support 
those that are left. A town full of empty unis would be miserable and would force me to get in the car and drive 
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for things I need. This would not be good for the environment if I’m diving to Oxford more often. I also think it’s 
important to have cars acting as a patrol in town at night. It would be nice in the future to know I can drive 
through town to pick up my daughter when she is out using the pubs and restaurants. If people feel safer they 
will also use the pubs and restaurants more. Overall Witney is what it is because it’s a busy market town. Take 
away the shops and businesses and it will not be the same. We should open the road to support the 
businesses. 
 

(768) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Blakes Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think there should be some form of restriction, especially on the movement of heavy goods vehicles. I believe 
there should be a 7,5 tonne weight limit along the high street. 
 

(769) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Blanket way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think it's time for the town to return to normal now.  With  the current restrictions it is detrimental to 
businesses in the town and stops people popping to the shops or coming to our town and as a resident is 
extremely inconvenient not being able to drive from one end of town to the other without literally going all 
around the houses. It's ridiculous and adding to the traffic delays. 
 

(770) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cote road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Limited access to the high street 
 

(771) 
As a business 
(Witney, Madley Brook 
lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The high street is dying a death in tiny of our eyes. The businesses are telling you this. Please listen.  I have 
had to close my shop due to declining sales.  Other towns in the country with similar restrictions are suffering 



CMDHM5 

 

too. Open the roads back up whilst you can and before it’s too late 
 

(772) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mirfield road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Because it will have a negative impact on businesses and its having a negative effect on the bustling high 
street 
 

(773) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Northfield square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Make it one way, expand the pathways and add staggered 30 min parking for all. Blue badge holders can park 
anywhere including on double yellow lines 
 

(774) 
Rather not say 
(Witney, Spring Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Killing the trade in the town centre 
 

(775) 
As a business 
(Witney, Weavers close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The amount of traffic around the surrounding areas which used to go through witney to help the congestion! so 
shutting Witney High Street off you will be causing a lot more congestion and a lot more higher missions! 
Which I thought Oxfordshire county council would be trying to help with a carbon footprint not trying to up it 
causing more queues and upping the missions !! You are also affecting local businesses and shops and 
causing more parking problems ! 
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(776) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Winfield drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Business on market square rely on passing trade, since the closure the market square has been like a “ghost 
town” haven’t business suffered enough during the last two years without making it even more difficult for 
them. We need to keep shops on our high streets not close them!! 
 

(777) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodley Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
We need to do as much as we can to support our high street businesses. Removing the capacity for parking 
has impacted small businesses and at a time when businesses are suffering anyway this seems to be the 
wrong time to restrict customer access 
 

(778) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Church End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Easy parking means support for all the shops in Witney 
 

(779) 
As a business 
(standlake, high street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
This is not a good idea at all for the life of central witney, there will be a faster decline of business inn the high 
street and corn street etc as approachiong from bridge street traffic will choose to go left via waitrose or right 
at natwest bank. 
This stops the general public being attracted by driving past shops and places that may otherwise appeal to 
them.  
I would often choose to drive through town and take in then sights which then a percentage of attention leads 
to stoppingm and keeping the centre of appealing. 
I cannot see one advantage to the public as a whole i believe this is based upon helpiung the aged etc and 
this is to be frank not a long term view of witneys survival. 
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(780) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Crowberry) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
I have visited Witney on a regular basis I’ve the past 8 to 10 years with my wife since retiring. We have always 
enjoyed the shopping eating places easy parking etc. Due to the pandemic we did not visit for about 18 
months. When the restrictions were lifted and we had had our jabs we returned to Witney for a visit as we had 
before, what a change we found the place was deserted shops had closed the atmosphere had gone from the 
area completely. We were quite disappointed and realised it was all down to the road closure. 
This is why we think the High St should be re opened to traffic and give the businesses a chance to revive. 
We have not returned since ? 
 

(781) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Floreys Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Small businesses are struggling enough without having their footfall reduced even further 
 

(782) 
As an individual 
(Filkins, Cross tree lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
High street is dying 
 

(783) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, Chichester 
Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
The impact it will have on the shops and businesses in the High Street. The centre of Witney has loss its buzz 
and I feel restrictions have been the cause of this. 
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(784) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, Parker 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Whilst it is nice to have the town centre pedestrianised, I do feel it causes issues for some of the local 
businesses and people needing to use the parking spaces. Perhaps you could simply make it traffic free 
between set times, such as 10am - 4pm. This would enable deliveries to be made outside of these hours. In 
the last 2 days while walking to/ from work I have seen at least 10 cars disregard the closures that have 
continued to drive down the high street anyway! 
 

(785) 
As an individual 
(Ascott Under Wychwood, 
Shipton Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Object 
 
Businesses and vibrancy of high street lost 
 

(786) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer for pedestrians to freely walk around the town. As a mum i hated walking in the town when cars where 
once speeding through the town with no thought to shoppers. 
 

(787) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kingsfield 
crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Overall I support the proposal however have concerns over safety of pedestrians with drivers still driving 
through the town and ignoring the signs. Have nearly been knocked over with a driver speeding through town 
to go through as quickly as possible 
 

(788) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Busses, taxis & disabled are all still traffic, I'd also like a 20mph speed limit for those that do access and to 
prevent vehicles accessing the pedestrian area of the market square so as to collect chips from Smarts Fish & 
Chip shop - there needs to be other parking available. 
 

(789) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Chedworth Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support them but am concerned about the bottle necks in the centre of witbey already. It puts me off 
shopping in witney. 
 

(790) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Collier Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Worried that business owners in the area think that footfall will drop. 
 

(791) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think that if there is still access for buses and taxis then it seems pointless to restrict private vehicles. 
Perhaps if there was to be a time restriction on private vehicles or even a closed road with just a bus gate at 
one end then this would allow people to 'pop' into town and keep the local businesses with customers. The 
road should either be totally pedestrianised or have an adapted use 
 

(792) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Green Farm 
cottages) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I'm supporting the road staying closed. I work in Witney and shop there. Much improved with it being closed. I 
drive a bus and it makes my job so much easier driving through the high street without all the double parking 
of cars that have drivers who are too lazy to walk from one of the many free car parks. There should also be 
stricter restrictions along the top of Corn St and all parking should be suspended at the top. Especially at 
school drop off times and evenings when cars being parked on the double yellows cause a massive problem 
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trying to get through. 
 

(793) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
There is plenty of free parking in Central Witney, and the High Street seems safer as a whole with the closure. 
However, my concerns are the congestion in other parts of Witney due to the road being closed, and the effect 
it may have on businesses. Covid has already been a huge blow to the small businesses in Witney and I do 
worry that people will be less likely to support them. As much as the closure has benefitted me personally 
(less noise and safer as a pedestrian), I think that local business need to be considered more here. 
 

(794) 
As a business 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
If there is still going to be busses, taxi's and disabled car users using High Street, then any benefits to 
pedestrians from the proposals are lost.  
Either make the street completely pedestrianised, so the town can benefit from more people walking through 
the high street and taking time to look at the businesses there, or remove restrictions so traffic can flow more 
freely and ease congestion on other parts of town. 
Increasing disabled parking makes sense, but is a separate issue to traffic using High Street. 
 

(795) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
In general, the Woolgate Shopping Centre (that I represent) would welcome a reduction in vehicle traffic on 
the high street allowing for easier access via public transport as well as improved air quality. The extra  
parking provision for blue badge holders is also very welcome. 
Concerns exits around the management of traffic around the high street however. Witan Way has become 
more congested since the road closure, especially northbound where the lighting timings at the Witan 
Way/High Street junction appear not to have been changed to represent the greater amount of traffic now 
using Witan Way. This blocks access to both entrances of the Woolgate car parks at peak times. 
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Signage leading towards town is historically poor when it comes to guiding visitors to parking. Any 
advancement of the proposal should include improving directional signage to Witney's major car parks and 
also a review of traffic management to improve congestion on Witan Way. 
 

(796) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mill Walk) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Living in Mill Walk the traffic to get to my flat above shops is horrendous. Makes lgetting in and out to pick up 
my kids from school and taking to football training a real pain in the arse. The traffic is often past the Leisure 
centre. I like the idea of pedestrian high street but the traffic its creating is getting worse 
 

(797) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Waterford Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It will be a lifeless town.  
It has really effected local business on the high street for example the shake shop and sand which de witney.  
Buses still drive down the high street so what difference do cars make? You still have to effectively ‘look right 
and look left’ to cross the road. 
 

(798) 
As an individual 
(Stanton Harcourt, 
Blackditch) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Town needs through traffic to keep it alive. 
Plenty of free parking elsewhere 
 

(799) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Ladywell 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Supportive, however: 
Any prohibition referred to at 5 would be pointless without camera enforcement as the current requests for 
drivers to observe the temporary restriction in place is regularly ignored. 
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Plus: 
Traffic wishing to access Corn Street to avoid the Witan Way route through to the Corn Street width 
restrictions will probably use Holloway road as a cut through, rather than travel down to the roundabout at the 
bottom of Welch Way and then back up Corn St. 
To ease the Holloway cut through traffic somewhat and to go someway towards appeasing some of the 
objections to loss of passing trade and of not being able to quickly pop into a shop in High Street any more, I 
would suggest: 
Making Corn Street, from the High Street roundabout to the junction of Holloway Road, one way. 
This would alleviate the regular traffic snarl ups between the two width restrictions and also enable an 
extension of the current provision in Corn Street of the 2 hour parking for shoppers. Facilitating access to the 
High Street shops. 
 

(800) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Lovell Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I have a disabled mother and so the parking restrictions work in our favour, however I am concerned about the 
impact on businesses with the road remaining closed. 
 

(801) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Buckland Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I broadly welcome the restrictions on cars within Market Square and High Street because there are alternative 
routes, and the general environment has been improved for shoppers and those otherwise enjoying the extra 
space, cleaner air and largely traffic free environment.  However it would be much better if alternatives could 
be found for bus routes and taxis - at the moment the proposals fall short of a full solution. 
 

(802) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Common 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Concerns 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I feel the high street being closed has led to congestion elsewhere in Witney making traffic ridiculous at times. 
However I agree with the current parking becoming disabled spaces 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(803) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I think the market should be moved to cineworld and snaked down to subway. Leaving market square for a ice 
skating rink at Christmas and a Santa’s grotto. And have other events on throughout the year. 
 

(804) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Sherbourne Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Having the high street pedestrianised feels much safer, especially when out with my young family. No longer 
getting so many cars speeding close to the crowded paths and less fumes - such an improvement and hasn’t 
seemed to make much of a difference when driving through Witney in the car.  
I don’t see the benefit for the wider community in keeping the market square parking as it currently is. I think it 
would make sense to remove the seating area outside the Angel to free up the parking (especially as the rest 
of High Street parking is now out of bounds and unusable) the Church Green area has become more difficult 
to park and drive around and soot would be beneficial to free up this space again. 
 

(805) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crawley Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I would like to see a full restriction of vehicles in Market Square. No vehicles at all. I would like to see the 
whole area redeveloped into a Piazza. More outdoor seating and trees for people to take a reat and embrace 
our lovely town free from pollution and traffic. An area attracting people back onto the town and allowing 
businesses to grow and develop alongside with similar ideas. We need to put the heart back into Witney and 
encourage folk back to a new post Covid town with foresight and ambition. More footfall will support local 
shops and cafes. It will feed on its own success and lead the way for the whole of Oxfordshire. A banning of all 
vehicles is the first step in an adventure that everyone will benefit from. The only way forward looking ahead 
100 years is to ban all vehicles from that part of town. Let's be brave. 
 

(806) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
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Witney High Street is still very busy even with the impact of covid. Parking for the market remains accessible, 
especially for blue card holders. Moving bus routes and taxi parking would be even better, allowing the whole 
street to be used for retail. Through traffic brings no benefit and encourages antisocial parking for those 
unwilling to walk more than the width of a road. I am very much in favour of closing the main Street to traffic as 
has happened in every other Oxfordshire town. 
 

(807) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I would like to see it completely pedestrianised, with  access for delivery vehicles only, where absolutely 
necessary. 
 

(808) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
, 
 

(809) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Priory Mill Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
It's been much nicer along the High Street with the reduced levels of traffic. I wish you'd make it completely 
closed to traffic and pedestrianise the whole road. 
 

(810) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Rissington Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Safer, environmentally sound, promotes community.  
Parking should be permitted to all for drop off and pick up maybe a15min stay restriction 
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(811) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, Churchfields) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I support the no cars on the high street however there should be another way to help with mobility such as a 
tram up/down the high street. 
 

(812) 
As an individual 
(Shrivenham, Sywell) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I think it's a good idea to restrict traffic in town centres. 
 

(813) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, New 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
I fully support the removal of traffic from High Street although I think the most benefit would be gained by 
making the street fully pedestrianised and a removal of all traffic,  buses and taxis included.  I believe there is 
ample provision for buses at either end of High Street and a fully pedestrianised area would make the area 
safer attracting more footfall. 
 

(814) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Pigeon House 
lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Would prefer no buses were allowed through the centre and further restrictions on parking to enable a fully 
pedestrianised area to open it up to vendors.  Allow cafes to set up outdoor seating (like they do in Europe).  
Create a communal area for people to do performances.  have monthly market days to encourage and enable 
more independent stalls to sell their products like they do in cheltenham at xmas.  For those blue badge 
drivers - have a golf cart system available to bring them in to the centre although there is masses of blue 
badge parking near Waitrose.  Set up a taxi rank behind the coop if it is needed.  Make the centre of Witney a 
proper pedestrianised centre that draws people in - we are already losing some of the lovely independent 
shops that made Witney so special.  Encourage  alternative food vans to come in on a weekend like 
Gloucester green. 
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(815) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Merton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 
 
I support the plan as a disabled driver but i have concerns that as now you still can not park safely as abled 
body drivers still park in disabled places. My other concern is as a wheelchair user other vehicles park so 
close to you that you can not access your vehicle as you cannot deploy your hoist or ramp 
 

(816) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Hundley Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Concerns 

 
Support the pedestrianisation subject to disabled parking spaces being made available in Market Square 
 

(817) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eastfield road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
.. 
 

(818) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Witney High 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
The town is far more pleasant and feels much safer when cars can't come racing through the middle. I don't 
believe businesses are significantly affected as there is so much free parking already in the town. 
 

(819) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Abbey road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
I think it works how it is currently restricted 
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(820) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Barleyfield Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
I am a mother of four and we cycle into Witney at least once a week. The new pedestrianised high street has 
made it much easier and safer to cycle from Madely Park to the library or Windrush Medical centre, and it is 
much quieter to get to the Leys to play tennis. Please keep the cars out! !  
 

(821) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Centenary Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I do not share concern of what appears to be the louder group against pedestrianising of the high street. 
Therefore wanted to offer my vote of support for it. I see no issue with current covid restrictions to the high 
street either. 
 

(822) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eastfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
The quieter high street is much safer and creates a more enjoyable shopping experience 
 

(823) 
As an individual 
(witney, hailey road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
keeps public transport services more on time, allows safer road and pedestrian use 
 

(824) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Idbury Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
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Not seen details of the amendments 
 

(825) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kingsfield 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
As a cyclist who rarely drives into town I like the traffic free High Street. There is plenty of bike parking in 
Market Square and good free parking very close to the High Street so I can’t see that High street trade would 
be affected. Anything that encourages people to walk and cycle more  must be encouraged. 
 

(826) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I much prefer the town pedestrianised.  I do not believe that it has impacted on local businesses who want to 
bring back cars as there is plenty of free parking in the town.  It is so much nicer and healthier to be able to 
walk through Witney without dodging cars.  Maybe the council could consider more seating, cafes and areas 
that are clearly designed for shoppers.  Covered areas. More trees underplanted with flowers for example. 
 

(827) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Orchard Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
The high street is a much more pleasant place to visit now there is less traffic. It is safer for children and 
cyclists, and pollution is reduced. There is so much free parking within a couple of minutes walk of the high 
street I can see no reason why cars need to drive through and I don't believe it is negatively impacting 
businesses. It is clear (from the climate science) that moving forward we need to encourage much less 
reliance on cars, especially for short journeys. I would like to see the council take much more robust action on 
this (e.g. protected cycle ways and car parking charges). 
 

(828) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Park view lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
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Town feels safer, calmer without traffic going through it 
 

(829) 
As an individual 
(Witney, South Lawn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 
 
I think it makes a much nicer and safer environment for shopping. It’s no real hardship to have to drive around, 
and the centre is much more pleasant without all the car pollution 
 

(830) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I have no idea what vehicle prohibition nor parking restrictions are proposed. Please tell me, but I generally 
support a quiet High Street from traffic. 
 

(831) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Westfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
It feels much safer in the town without lots of traffic racing through. 
 

(832) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodlands Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
When I walk through town with my young children, I appreciate the safety of knowing cars are not whistling 
past. The reduction in particulates is also a plus. With COP26 in the news peoples reliance on cars needs to 
be reduced.  
However, this closure isn’t currently enforced, many people are ignoring it and driving through the town centre.  
I also would support a limited time closure of the road rather than full road closure - perhaps 9am-5pm - using 
bollards that move up and down. This would still allow access to buses, I’ve seen something similar used in 
Cheltenham. Or perhaps the creation of a one-way street system. Both would be a compromise. 
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(833) 
As an individual 
(Langford, Lechlade Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Pedestrianisation makes it safer and easier to cross the road 
 

(834) 
Rather not say 
(Hanborough, Main) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
n/a 
 

(835) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, York) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
It’s important for Pedestrians to feel safe when walking around Whitney, the road in the centre of town, can be 
extremely busy and the local restrictions have worked really well over the last year 
 

(836) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ashcombe 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I think the restrictions should stay in place as the Main Street is quieter abs pedestrians are able to walk freely 
without having to worry about crushing the road. The shops etc are still accessible with the restrictions in 
place. 
 

(837) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cogges Hill road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
Small businesses struggle they are losing the passing traffic which jump out for a sandwich, school mums for 
kids getting a milkshake, butchers for a quick roll etc. 
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(838) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I essentially live on the roundabout at the junction of Market Square, Corn Street and Church Green. Whilst 
the restrictions were in place the high street has been much quieter, journeys into town more pleasant and 
easier to access. There are fair concerns around the traffic management, especially considering the seating 
area outside The Angel pub, they have expressed a want to make this a regular feature which does restrict 
movement around Church Green, easily fixed by implementing a one way system around Church Green. 
There have also been concerns raised by some local businesses that may be missing trade, however that 
remains anecdotal. 
I believe making our town centre more accessible to walkers and cyclists outweighs the potential negatives 
and for that reason I support the changes. 
 

(839) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Marlborough 
place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Object 

 
I support the roads to stay closed to cars as safer. Object to more disabled parking considering half of 
waitrose car park is disabled parking and two large rows in sainsburys car park. I propose more parking for 
adults with babies and children as there are very few around only around 6 in waitrose and a small part in 
sainsburys. It's extremely difficult to get a baby out the car in witney let alone having a baby and toddler. I 
myself have had to extend a stay in town for the car next to me to leave just so I can get my son into his car 
seat because there's not enough spaces for cars with kids. 
 

(840) 
As an individual 
(Woodstock, Park Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Provides an opportunity to create an attractive public space. 
 

(841) 
As an individual 
(Woodstock, Bear Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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The centre of Witney is a much nicer place to be without through traffic. I would like to see local bars and 
restaurants make use of the extra space that has been created 
 

(842) 
As an individual 
(woodstock, Hensington) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
The centre feels much more attractive and safe with the present arrangement. 
 

(843) 
As an individual 
(Witneyl, Corn street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Makes shopping easier 
 

(844) 
As an individual 
(Witney resident since 
1980, Wychwood Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support the continued closure of the high Street. I feel much safer when walking through town, especially 
when crossing the road in front of Boots. Also, I like that there are less emissions from vehicles than before 
the restrictions were put in place. 
 

(845) 
As an individual 
(Witney, 122 Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Reduced traffic congestion. Reduced emissions. Being able to cross road easier. 
 

(846) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Barrington Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Why not 
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(847) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Beech Grove) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Makes the centre much more welcoming and encourages me to wander. 
 

(848) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Beech Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I am supporting the proposals because I think the business owners opposing the proposals are out of step 
with the health benefits that pedestrianisation brings to high streets . 
 
 

(849) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Birdlip close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Better transport links 
There is plenty of other free parking walking distance 
 

(850) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Blakes Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Car parks are only 5 minutes away. 
 

(851) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bourton close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Making the restrictions permanent makes the high street safer and reduces boy racers in their cars using the 
high street 
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(852) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The town is safer, environmentally cleaner and more peaceful without the emissions and noise pollution of 
cars on the high street. There is plenty of free parking behind wairtrose very close distance of all the high 
street shops. The reason some businesses are complaining of reduced footfall is not the restrictions,  but the 
pandemic. People will return and get used to the changes in due course. It's not like there is an awful lot of 
parking on the High streets anyway. It should only be for taxis, buses, elderly and disabled and deliveries. 
That's plenty enough. If all traffic is allowed to return that reduces access and availability for all of these priority 
and vulnerable groups. Finally, it is an opportunity for Witney Council to make the high street more inviting for 
pedestrians, improve the offering of the market, allow coffee and food business to put tables and chairs out. 
Have some buskers and theatre, keep it tidy. Many other cities are doing this now. It's offers improvement of 
mental health and a positive contribution to climate change efforts, and...believe it or not, beneficial for local 
businesses. 
 

(853) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It is so pleasant to walk in the town without the traffic and pollution.   I have been a Witney resident for over 
50years. 
 

(854) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It makes the town centre a much nicer place, it is shame the number of cars without blue badges who ignore 
the road closure 
 

(855) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think it's a good thing 
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(856) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Centenary way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I think it will be nicer for pedestrians & businesses if the road is closed to vehicles. 
 

(857) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Centenary Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer experience shopping along the high street. Ample other parking in nearby locations. Less pollutants and 
reckless drivers on the high street. Safer experience for cyclists. Makes me more likely to shop on the high 
street. 
 

(858) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Centenary way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The pedestrianisation is a good thing. The public can more freely move around the town and the shops will get 
more foot traffic and less actual traffic blowing fumes into the air. 
 

(859) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Easy access to shops, pleasant environment to shop in. Quieter and less pollution.  Better experience all 
rounnd 
 

(860) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cogges hill road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Witney high street was congested and difficult for pedestrians. People used to speed, the road could be 
difficult to cross and with covid the pavements to busy and narrow. 
 

(861) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn st) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
To support an initiative to enable the high street be safer for pedestrians and make it attractive from a 
commerce perspective. 
 

(862) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It’s much nicer in the town centre, less traffic fumes, and is less stressful without the traffic. 
 

(863) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crofts) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think cats in the town centre are unnecessary and it’s nice without them there 
 

(864) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Curbridge road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I like the road closed during the day. I think it should be opened at night though. 
 

(865) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Early Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Prohibition of motor vehicles on Witney High Street benefits air quality, the environment and improves the 
safety and quality of life for the citizens of Witney. 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(866) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmington Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It’s much nicer to shop in Witney now there’s less traffic. 
 

(867) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Fettiplace) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
As a disabled person with a blue badge I have found it far easier to park since the  closure of the  road to 
general traffic 
 

(868) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Guild close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The proposals will reduce traffic improving the quality of the overall experience for town centre users.  
There is absolutely no evidence to suggest that businesses perform ‘worse’ if cars cannot drive passed them.  
The proposals will help to encourage more sustainable forms of transport into the town in compliance with 
adopted local and National policy, Furthermore discouraging private car use.  
I cannot support this proposal enough and I sadly think that a loud minority of ill informed individuals will block 
this from being a permanent fixture in the town. 
 

(869) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hazel close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Better environment for all and make visiting and shopping in Witney pleasant and safe 
 

(870) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think a fully pedestrianised high street is a great idea. Witney has ample parking  nearby. It creates a 
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wonderful atmosphere and drastically improves road safety. 
 

(871) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
The High Street is much cleaner safer and enjoyable to walk around 
 

(872) 
As a business 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Should be pedestrian only 
 

(873) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kingsfield) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Pedestrianised areas are safer, allows for easier moving around in town. 
 

(874) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Langdale Gate) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think the closure will benefit the town less traffic less pollution while shopping/ covid isn’t going away people 
need space while shopping with the road open no can social display  
Also it will stop the boy racers driving’ fast up and down the high street late at night 
 

(875) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lowell Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer, less pollution, more attractive shopping environment, better for bikes 
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(876) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lyneham close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney needs to be redesigned to support a growing population. This is an opportunity to create a new more 
pleasant space for shopping and socialising. 
 

(877) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer environment. 
 

(878) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Town centre atmosphere, safety and activity have been much improved. Witney has many free parking areas 
that satisfy its commercial needs. Resuming pass through traffic would be of no added benefit, would be 
polluting and noise generating. The town centre is becoming a lovely space with more outdoor seating where 
people can congregate and spend more time. 
 

(879) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Meadow View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think it is safer for pedestrians and shoppers and there are a range of free parking options close to the town 
centre 
 

(880) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The Street is so much safer to shop in and there is less pollution. Please stop the taxis running their engines 
when stationary to further improve the air. 
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(881) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
More space for pedestrians. There are definitely more people on the High Street and it is a more pleasant 
experience. It's also easier for people with disabilities to park. 
 

(882) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Northfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
These restrictions have minimal impact on road users but a big positive impact on the environment and 
pedestrians. 
 

(883) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Olley Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
You have my full support 
 

(884) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxford hill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Supporting as it makes for a safer environment both from a Covid and a traffic perspective for pedestrians. 
There is amble free parking near by. 
 

(885) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxlease) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
It's so nice not having to worry much about traffic. 



CMDHM5 

 

 

(886) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen Emma’s 
Dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
They make the high street a safer environment for pedestrians - road access is not necessary for the shops in 
this area - people can park and walk. 
 

(887) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen Emma's 
Dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It improves Witney and is safer for pedestrians 
 

(888) 
Rather not say 
(Witney, Rayson lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It is a pleasure to walk through High Street without vehicles and feels like a market town should. Plenty of 
parking available 
 

(889) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Snowshill Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The town is a much better place without the traffic. I also think safer too as cars do speed through town. Also 
greener 
 

(890) 
As an individual 
(witney, standlake road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
i am supporting the restrictions as it feels a lot safer within witney and traffic is a lot less. it is safer for children 
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walking through from school, it also means buses have better right of way.it could  also reduce the amount of 
people driving to the town, maybe using public transport or walking. 
 

(891) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stanway) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Safety and air quality. Added to which there are plenty of nearby places to park. 
 

(892) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Springs) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Prefer a quieter and safer environment 
 

(893) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I believe the previous temporary changes have been positive - the pavement is less crowded, it is safer and 
generally more pleasant. There is plenty of nearby parking and it is relatively easy to choose an alternative 
route if you need to get from one side of town to the other. I know business owners feel it has impacted their 
business but as someone who very very rarely used any of the parking spots on the high street, I struggle to 
connect the two, especially if parking is still allowed for the disabled. Perhaps some other kind of support could 
be offered to small businesses still struggling with the impacts of COVID. 
 

(894) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Viner Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The closure of Market Square to the majority of traffic has made living and shopping in Witney a very much 
more enjoyable and positive experience. Seeing cafe tables outside and not having traffic fumes in the square 
has been a very significant improvement. The inconveniences for driving around the town centre are minimal, 
and there is no significant loss of parking from Market Square. I would wholeheartedly like to see the traffic 
and parking restrictions made permanent. 
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(895) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wadards Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I can see no need to reopen the High Street to vehicles as we have plenty of parking within easy walking 
distance of all shops. The small amount of parking along the actual street (if a space could be found without 
having to drive up and down the street umpteen times) can only benefit the lazy among us surely.  
The road is only used as a shortcut through town-not to benefit the shops, as a quick  ‘park- up ’ is usually 
used to go to the bank or get a sandwich. 
As a ‘born & bred’ Witney citizen in my 70’s I have never had any cars in my family even as a child and have 
always shopped in town using my bike , shopping trolley, or just shopping bags. The generations these days 
are too dependent on having their own transport to just ‘pop’ to wherever and expect to be able to park when 
& where they like.  
Our town is much nicer without the traffic going through the Main Street. 
 

(896) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wadards meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
In my opinion it makes the high street safer. 
 
 

(897) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Westcote close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It’s a safer place to shop 
 

(898) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Westfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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I am disabled. Access is now much easier for me and the environment is much better all round 
 

(899) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodford Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I am supporting the proposals for the environmental benefits of reduced traffic in the town centre. However a 
new speed limit for buses and all vehicles needs to be introduced as currently some vehicles, particularly 
buses,are using the reduced traffic to move more quickly though the town centre creating danger for unwary 
pedestrians. 
 

(900) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It makes the High Street and Market Square safe and pleasant to walk around, especially on market day. 
Buses and cabs can still use it, which is helpful. There's lots of free parking in Witney. 
 

(901) 
As an individual 
(witney, 8 Tower Hill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support the vehicle prohibition in Witney's high street 
 

(902) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Abbey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
To allow Witney to be more pedestrian friendly. The town population grows but the town has narrow 
pavements. 
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(903) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Aerodrome Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support 
 

(904) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Apley way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safety for pedestrians and cyclists, less car fumes overall a much nicer place to shop without the vehicles 
traveling through 
 

(905) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ashcombe 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Better for pedestrians and safer for children 
 

(906) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ashcombe 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It has become more of a pleasant place. Witney has an abundance of free parking. 
I understand the requirement of Blue Badge holders etc, deliveries, and Taxis...it's safer. 
It does require ANPR CCTV as it can still be a "Rat Run" for those who think laws and legislation doesn't 
apply. 
 

(907) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ashcombe 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Our busy town has plenty of free parking. The quieter High Street makes it much easier, and safer for people 
to cross and for those who really need it, such as those with genuine disabilities, to park close to the shops. 
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(908) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Barleyfield Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
On balance the reasons for prohibiting motor vehicles outweigh the reasons not to. Plenty of parking in Witney 
elsewhere. Safer in that part of town without cars going up and down 
 

(909) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Barrington Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The changes made in response to COVID have been really beneficial - the centre of town is quieter (from a 
traffic perspective) and safer. We have decent alternative roads and parking leaving the centre for people to 
enjoy, hopefully spending more time and money and thereby boosting our local economy. 
 

(910) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Barrington close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I support reducing traffic in our town centres, making them more pleasant for pedestrians & cyclists. 
 

(911) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bartholomew) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer for older people 
 

(912) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bathing Place 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It is safer, cleaner and much more friendly 
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(913) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bathing Place 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The quality of the town centre as a place to walk/shop/eat has been improved during the covid traffic 
restrictrictions. 
 

(914) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Blakes Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney town centre is well overdue to be pedestrianised. Although annoyed at the covid restrictions regarding 
the moving of the disabled parking. It has proved to be the best idea at the time. 
 

(915) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Bridge St) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Better quality of life for the town. 
 

(916) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I regularly shop in Witney and it is much more pleasant, safe and enjoyable with less traffic. Parking is free 
and close to the town, so there is no need to have to drive along the main street. 
 

(917) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Would prefer complete pedestrianisation. Increase footfall and use of space. Taxi’s, bus and blue badge 
should be moved to bottom of high street where there are already bus stops, parking spaces etc. Could really 
make a feature square for entertainment of an evening, eateries, pop up stalls etc etc. Think bigger, be bold 
and put climate and safety first. 
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(918) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Since COVID Witney has been without constant traffic up the high street, this has made Witney generally safer 
for shopping, plus Less cars just parking were they want to... 
 

(919) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney people drive into witney. People on Cogges, Madley, Deerpark, (even Smiths and Burwell) live in 
witney and drive into Witney. I walk my kids to school and pass houses of other parents getting in their cars to 
drive there. They would not do it if it was harder to do and not free. It fills the roads in witney with cars driven 
sometimes a mile at best. It's lazy, it's no good for the town and no good for the waistline of the people doing 
it.   
I'm all for making it harder to drive in and get people on their feet. But it needs double parking (eg the entire 
church green at school time) enforced or it's pointless. Likewise ignoring the fact that the lost 'passing trade' 
parked on yellow lines and bus stops to get their sandwiches or chips.  
And why not run the market through Marriots walk? The carpark behind the market where it is at the moment 
is full every day so the 'vanishing' people are all in town, they are simply not coming up to the square as that's 
not the town centre anymore, so put the Market in Marriots where all the people are going rather than where 
they used to be? 
 

(920) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think the proposals are best for a sustainable and vibrant future for Witney Town. However, better use of the 
road needs to be made so not just left as is and also provision need to be made for people travelling from 
further afield to better access Witney eg easier and safer active transport routes and options, better public 
transport links, better parking with easier access to the town - Waitrose car park will not suffice. 
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(921) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Better for the environment and also makes shopping less stressful. 
 

(922) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Burwell Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The current access and look of the area is much better. Not having so many vehicles going through the Market 
Place makes the area more accessible and pleasant. I have enjoyed walking and relaxing in the area more 
than in the past. 
 

(923) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Buttercross Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney is awash with free parking. The closure of the High Street has made it more pleasant for cycling and 
walking with children. I understand concerns that have been raised by businesses re trade but I don’t believe 
the closure has caused this downturn. Business rates, Covid and online shopping are likely the culprits. How 
people can complain about accessing the High Street when several free parking areas are less than a two 
minute walk away is baffling? If the restrictions can be accompanied by other beautification and greening of 
the high street it will make it a more pleasant place to stop and dwell. I fully support the permanent closure to 
through traffic. 
 

(924) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Buttercross Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
As a pedestrian I feel a lot safer walking on the high street, as before there were lots of cars speeding through 
the centre. Also it is nice to have space to walk as before it felt a bit like a cattle market with everyone 
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squeezing in the small paths 
 

(925) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Carriage Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
This would provide Witney with an opportunity to expand retail/cafe outlet, making this an attractive 
pedestrianised area. 
 

(926) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Chedworth Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The interim changes that were implemented have had no negative impacts on High Street and Market Square. 
Implementing those changes permanently will result in positives for, mainly, pedestrians in the heart of Witney. 
 

(927) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cherry Tree Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
We have children and I feel the High Street has been much safer and more pleasant to browse/walk through 
since it has been restricted to disabled users, taxis and public transport. There is good, free parking close to 
the centre and fewer cars should be encouraged. I believe much of the reduced footfall for businesses is not 
due to the vehicle restrictions, but is more due to less disposable income and more caution around crowds 
since Covid. The High Street has still been busy on the days I have been. 
 

(928) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cherry Tree Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Important to improve the shopping and leisure environment by minimising traffic thereby decreasing localised 
pollution and noise, and making the town a safer place. I can’t understand the business concerns on footfall, 
there is plenty of free parking available in town. 
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(929) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cherry Tree Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The vehicle prohibition has led to a more pleasant experience on the high street. Improved air quality. 
Reduced noise. Improved road safety. Less fear when children are crossing the road. The prohibition has not 
restricted access, just traffic. It is still easy to access the high street with the restrictions in place, the free 
parking in Witney (which is excellent) is close to the high street 
 

(930) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Chestnut Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The benefits of minimising vehicle movements in the town centre far outweigh any negatives - to be honest I 
can't think of any! Air quality improvements, safety, noise etc are worth it. Hopefully this is the start of a wider 
programme of regeneration for the town centre. Its a big step which I would support. 
 

(931) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I believe that traffic free town centers are much more desirable, for the health and safety of pedestrians. 
 

(932) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Reduced pollution - I have noticed a difference in my own health 
Reduced noise, I now enjoy walking through the streets and certainly buy more locally. 
Safer - not dodging traffic to cross roads. 
The outdoor extra tables for restaurants, pubs and cafes are fabulous ,  the Market  Square in the evenings is 
a very pleasant space and getting better 
I overheard people saying last night how much they were enjoying Witney.  I was proud.  You see it’s full 
beauty. 
I feel many businesses are embracing the new time and working harder  to attract people into their 
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establishment.   I am certainly enjoying more time using town facilities and proud! 
I do compliment the shops when I notice. 
Coffee 1 in witney has done a great job, so has Floralia who are working hard to make their business stand 
out and draw people in! 
Businesses have to continually enhance their own business not be dependent on unhealthy cars passing a 
foot away from their doors.  People do adapt and in the end it is healthier and better for all!   A walk from home 
or a car park, or a bus, is certainly what the doctors and scientists advise! 
Ps:  I wish cars were not allowed to keep engines running whilst stationary, particularly around the schools! 
 
 

(933) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
It becomes more attractive and saver, besides there is enough parking facilities in the surrounding 
neighbourhood. 
 

(934) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There are enough options for parking for those who can walk into the business area and more access for 
disabled/pedestrians is a great idea 
 

(935) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
1.Safety  2. No on street parking forces people to walk down High Street so more likely to visit more 
shops/cafes. 3. Facilitates social distancing - Covid is still  circulating and will be here for foreseeable future.  
4. It's so much more pleasant without noise and fumes so encourages more visitors 
 

(936) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Better for pedestrians and will encourage people into the town . Better for the environment to encourage 
people to walk but not too far from car parks. Will encourage shopping locally, also cafes etc 
 

(937) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Church View 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is plenty of free parking in Witney and I think closing the High Street makes it a much safer and cleaner 
environment 
 

(938) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cogges hill road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Less Pollution and safer high st 
 

(939) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I would like to reduce exhaust fumes on the high street 
 

(940) 
As an individual 
(witney, colwell drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
the town is safer with no cars racing through, its nicer air to breath, i don't believe it effects the shops,  the 
town seems busier and it makes people look at more stores, and parking is only half an hour, i can not shop in 
half an hour, and you could never park anyway if you wanted to just nip anywhere, KEEP IT CLOSED 
 

(941) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn st) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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A traffic free zone is very pleasant 
 

(942) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn St) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Much safer without the level of traffic that used to pass down the high st 
 

(943) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn St) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I totally support the closure of the High St and encourage 20mph elsewhere with robust endorsement to make 
our town centre an oasis of tranquillity and pleasure for a brighter future. 
 

(944) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is no need for private vehicles to drive along this section of High Street/Market Square. It is primarily 
used as a rat run, although a few parking spaces are used but being replaced with disabled only parking is a 
good idea.  
The town centre needs wider pavements for pedestrians and cleaner air. The main town car parks are not 
accessed or even routed along the High Street, giving more reason to support restricting access to private 
vehicles. 
 

(945) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I believe it will revitalise the High Street; it will encourage people to keep travelling to Witney to shop and play 
(because the High Street will become a nice, person-friendly place to be); and it might encourage more bus 
use. I also haven't noticed any worse traffic elsewhere as a result of the temporary closure. 
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(946) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The high street is a much more pleasant place to shop. More importantly perhaps, it improves air quality and 
reduces car use which is much better for the environment. 
 

(947) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is enough parking close to the High Street. There are so few side of road parking spaces I do not 
believe that them no longer being available has had an effect on the business of the shops on High Street as 
has been suggested. The area feels safer and cleaner. There should also be an opportunity for the businesses 
to have spaces available outside to help increase the spend at these places that are complaining their 
business has been affected. Quite frankly, anyone who says they need to park on the high street, unless they 
are disabled, are simply lazy. 
 

(948) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It will make the town centre safer for pedestrians, which will make it more attractive as a destination for 
shopping and other visitors, therefore making the town more prosperous. 
 

(949) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It's safer to walk and the air is cleaner. 
 

(950) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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City centres must be a pedestrian area 
 

(951) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Witney, Corn Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Because the proposals priotise active travel in the High Street 
 

(952) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Cranberry road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Save cycling 
 

(953) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crawley) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I fully support the proposals. 
This is a major opportunity to enhance the centre of Witney for the benefit of residents, visitors and business. 
 

(954) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crawley Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I would like the whole section pedestrianised as it is so much cleaner and pleasanter to walk around 
 

(955) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crawley Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The town center is safer, cleaner and quieter without motor vehicles driving and parking in it. The cafes and 
pubs should be encouraged to put tables and chairs out to encourage people to come into the town, shop and 
enjoy the experience. 
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(956) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Crawley Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
. 
 

(957) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Dark Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The difference in terms of safety and the environment are indisputable 
 

(958) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Dark Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is a better atmosphere to the area without general traffic. 
 

(959) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Davenport Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
To support the proposals to make it safer for cyclists and pedestrians 
 

(960) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Deer park) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Calmer, cleaner and safer environment with new potential space to explore exciting ideas to bring people to 
shop in Witney eg. Christmas market. Bring shops outside such as more seating outside for milkshake shop. 
Creates a vision/culture change for healthier living moving towards cycling and walking into town. 
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(961) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Donnington Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Traffic free is environmentally friendly and safer for pedestrians.  The amount of parking on High Street was 
always limited and indeed the parking itself was a hazard both to pedestrians and thro-traffic.  Therefore, 
making High Street traffic free (other than buses) does not contribute on a large scale to a loss of passing 
business/trade.  During the pandemic, many people used other methods of shopping etc and will continue to 
do so.  There is a lot of free parking in Witney and once people return to do their shopping etc, I am sure the 
"passing trade" will pick up.   
The better weather and lighter nights will also play a part, as will people's confidence to return to shopping etc  
once there is a more certainty around the pandemic which may not have run its course. 
 

(962) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Downs Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think it is safer for pedestrians and shoppers especially with young children to have a less busy high street in 
terms of traffic 
 

(963) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ducklington Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support the measures because the centre of Witney has been much improved by the absence of traffic. 
There is plenty of free parking nearby to make access to the shops easy, providing there are blue badge 
parking places for disabled drivers available on the High Street, there shouldn't be an access problem. I'd hate 
to see Witney turn into a town like Chipping Norton, where the traffic thunders through the centre of town, 
making it noisy, dirty, and dangerous. 
 

(964) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ducklington Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I believe that it is far better for the high street to be traffic free. There is plenty of free parking very close by and 
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in my view this will not affect local businesses. The parking spaces on the high street were very few in any 
case 
 

(965) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Early Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Excellent move. There is no reason to park in the high street or drive through the when we have +1000 free 
car park places within 100m and there is a perfect route around the town via Witan Way. Also with Shores 
Green ramps coming, there will be no need at all to drive through town. Pollution is a big problem in Mill Street 
and  the High Street, this will help to improve a lot of lives. 
 

(966) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY, EASTFIELD 
ROAD) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Making the area more pedestrian friendly can only be to the benefit of all the shops. The few that really cannot 
manage to walk will still be able to park . A better option would be more long stay parking for people who work 
in the town, then they would not be forced to waste their lunch breaks swapping from one car park to the 
other, this would encourage them to shop instead. 
 

(967) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Parking and road access to high street and market square is not essential. Creating traffic free and/or parking 
free zones would make the the town centre environment much safer and enjoyable. 
 

(968) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Plenty of free car parking very close to the high street and shops. More likely to stroll up the high street and 
cross the road if don’t have to battle with the traffic. Make it a more user friendly environment. I never tried to 
park in the high street as always full cars trying to park there waiting for space blocked the road, they only had 



CMDHM5 

 

to walk for an extra minute or so from the Waitrose car park where lots of space and longer parking time. I 
can’t see how being able to drive up the high street will make more people stop for food or go into other shops 
for the reasons above. 
 

(969) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I like the town better with little or no through traffic. Also as a regular cyclist I found it safer. 
 

(970) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It's much more pleasant without the cars, and I am not deterred by the restrictions as I cold never park on the 
high st anyway and plenty of parking behind the high st.  I am concerned at the lack of enforcement and 
disregard shown to the existing scheme 
 

(971) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Eton Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It would be far nicer totally pedestrianised. Safer and pollution free 
 

(972) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Fairfield Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is no need for cars to use High St other than loading/ disabled parking. The town will benefit from car-
free areas. The car dependency of towns like Witney must be balanced for the health and well-being of 
residents and to encourage walking/  cycling. There is plenty of free parking nearby so impact of restricting car 
access is minimal. 
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(973) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farm Mill Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The past months prohibition has created a pleasant space for the town centre.  Much improved air and noise 
quality  and much safer for cycling. 
 

(974) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The town needs an area that is traffic free for all to enjoy without fumes and noise of traffic.  Active travel has 
to be encouraged and this is  good first step for the town. 
 

(975) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
N/A 
 

(976) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Witney is much nicer without traffic going through the centre, peaceful and cleaner with more space. A better 
shopping environment. More potential for eating and drinking outside. 
 

(977) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Much more enjoyable and safer shopping experience 
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(978) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Less traffic makes the town centre far more welcoming and safe for pedestrians. 
 

(979) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmington Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer for shoppers and makes high Street more pleasant for tourists. 
 

(980) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmington Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I have personally found shopping in Witney much more pleasant without all the traffic and fumes. We have got 
to support our local shops and businesses, they have had such a difficult time throughout the pandemic. By 
prioritising pedestrians, cyclists, bus users etc Witney will be much more open, attractive and inviting, 
therefore benefiting local businesses. Adding additional blue badge parking is good also. 
 

(981) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Fettiplace Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is absolutely no requirement for the High St to be congested with cars again. It is a much more resident 
friendly environment now . All the shops and businesses have to do us adapt rather than object to change as 
they always do. There is ample free parking within a short walking distance and disabled parking has been 
allocated .  
Please address the situation outside the Angel pub though this does not work for car drivers or pedestrians. 
 

(982) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Fettiplace Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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I feel that the High Street benefits from less cars and congestion making it a nicer and safer place to shop. As 
a blue badge holder I have found it more accessible and easier to find a parking space myself as non badge 
holders are parking in the near by car parks (which is free)  and not all over the place in the street!  
 

(983) 
As an individual 
(Witney, French Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think the High Street works extremely well being part pedestrianised. I feel much safer wandering through 
that part of town with my young daughters. I have lived in Witney almost all my life and I have never been able 
to park on the high street so find it hard to believe this is having a significant impact of shopping trade. Far 
more likely that Covid, Brexit supply issues and recession is impacting shopping habits. 
 

(984) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Gloucester Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The existing restrictions have made the centre of town very pleasant for shopping and meeting friends. A 
recent survey by WODC had a clear majority of residents supporting retaining restrictions to traffic in this part 
of the high street. 
 

(985) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Gloucester Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It has been really lovely not having traffic other than buses, taxis, etc in the High Street. In my opinion the town 
seems to have a good footfall and with free parking in the town and in close proximity I can’t see the need for 
traffic in the centre. 
 

(986) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Gordon Marshall 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Makes high street a safer place to shop 
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(987) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It will be safer for people to walk ,reduce pollution in the town center. 
 

(988) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hailey Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Town has been far more pleasant since high street has been closed to vehicles. So long as businesses are 
still able to access High Street by car when required I fully support these proposals 
 

(989) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Harvest Grove) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I feel like the centre of Witney is a more pleasant place to shop without having to worry about being knocked 
over by cars that used to drive at excessive speeds. 
In my opinion I feel like there is no more of a sense of community round the centre 
 

(990) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Harvest Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I appreciate the pedestrianised town centre. As someone who has previously lived in bigger towns and cities I 
think it’s great that we have free parking and I’ve never had an issue getting a space. As the mother of a 
toddler it feels much safer in the town centre. 
 

(991) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Harvest Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The town centre should be a better place for people, not for cars. 
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(992) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Harvest Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
As an older citizen I am much more confident with the High St with not so much traffic, I do not feel that this 
impacts on the local businesses.  
 
 

(993) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hedgehog lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Major safety improvement, reduce car traffic & emissions in town centre, encourage use of public transport 
 

(994) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Heron Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There are several car parks nearby and having this area pedestrianised will improve the quality of life and 
safety. 
 

(995) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hewitts Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It will make the high street more pedestrian friendly. I don’t believe it will have a negative impact on 
businesses. 
 

(996) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High St) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The high st has been much safer and greener since the restrictions. Free parking is only about 2/3 minutes 
walk and disabled parking still available so this is something that is very important to support. 
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(997) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
To meet the aim of net zero by 2050 it is necessary to encourage walking and cycling.  Must also reduce 
pollution and the harmful particles that affect pedestrians. There is ample free parking a few steps from High 
St.  Witney has an inner bypass (Witan Way) plus an outer bypass (the A40) so there is little need for vehicles 
to use High St.  Once the Shores Green slip roads are built there will be even less need for vehicles to use 
High St.  The alleged lack of trade by shop keepers is probably caused by both the Covid pandemic and the 
current squeeze on incomes by higher taxes and higher household costs plus the increasing trend to shop on 
line.  Currently it is much safer to cross High St - it is a now a pleasant place to shop and linger. 
 

(998) 
As a business 
(Witney, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I am the Store Manager for Poundland at 18 High Street. We only lost trade due to the lockdowns and not 
because of the road closure. I fully support a complete closure of the road to all vehicles including disabled, 
buses and taxis. I think that full pedestrianisation on the scale of Sheep Street in Bicester is what is called for. 
The market could be extended the length of the High Street every Thursday and Saturday. Buses could be 
rerouted via Welch Way and Witan Way, a new taxi rank could be created on the north side of the Town Hall 
and a greater number of disabled parking bays created in the various car parks and roads off of the High 
Street. It would be a bold step and would eliminate the illegal cars and motorbikes that must be driving the 
wrong side of the bollards - illegally - at present. You could also replace the traffic lights at Witan Way and 
High Street/Bridge Street with a roundabout which would flow better. Also create mini roundabouts at the two 
exits from the Woolgate car park. Thank you. 
 

(999) 
As an individual 
(Witney, High street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Less traffic, eating outside culture, there’s not much parking there anyway so don’t understand the argument 
about it affecting trade with footfall. 
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(1000) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hill close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think the town is a much safer place with the road restrictions 
 

(1001) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Holford Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Good to have a safe area to shop 
 

(1002) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Holloway Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The high street needs to be accessible for all, Not just a Rat run for through traffic. Less able should be access 
the shops, local businesses should be able to prosper. 
 

(1003) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Holloway Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I feel the closure of the High Street based around Covid has made the High Street a much more pleasant 
experience for shoppers. There is plenty of access via other routes for shoppers wishing to use the car parks. 
If this is to be tured into a permanent situation much more signage and enforcement will need to be done. Just 
recently it has been obvious that people are beginning to ignore the no through route. I feel it is important that 
buses are allowed through and access for businesses to receive goods deliveries needs to be controlled. 
Individual courier deliveries may have to be considered allowable. 
 

(1004) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hoyle Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Makes shopping in the centre of Witney easier and safer 
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(1005) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Hyde Meadow 
View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
The reduction in the number of vehicles using the the High Street and Market Square during the temporary 
closure has made the town centre and quite, safer and more pleasant place to be. I wish for it to remain this 
way. I live close to the town centre so am able to walk or cycle and very rarely drive so the parking and access 
restrictions don't hinder my access, but there is far less conflict on the roads now with far less road users. 
 

(1006) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Idbury Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I feel this make sense keeping people safe there is plenty of access to the town 
 

(1007) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Idbury Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I feel the town centre is much better place pedestrianised. There is little need for any traffic to go through the 
centre with the exception of public transport, delivery and taxis. 
 

(1008) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kestrel Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
With so many points of access in and around the town centre combined with very welcome parking durations 
available close by, there is no need for car traffic to pass through the high street.  
I walk to town and to Sainsburys most days to minimise car use and often walk down there in the evenings 
too. It is a welcome freedom to be able to reclaim the beautiful streets to socially distance as well as enjoy the 
architecture on both sides from vantage points in the road. 
One major concern however are taxi drivers, who abuse the traffic speed limits and think it's fine to go around 
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the plant boxes at speed like a chicane! 
I would welcome all traffic in that area to be restricted to 20 mph as at the end of Corn Street. I would also like 
to see the High Street and Market Square made into smoke-free zones so that all areas can be walked without 
fear of secondary smoke from e-cigarettes as well as other tobacco products being inhaled near the taxi rank 
right next to the iconic market square. Banning smoking outside cafes in the summer months would also allow 
non-smokers to enjoy the outside al fresco environment rather than be limited to inside the premises, where 
covid-19 susceptibility is greater. 
 

(1009) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kestrel Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Since the traffic restrictions have been in place: 
Air quality is better. 
Town is safer for pedestrians.  
Town is a more pleasant place to be - particularly with the increase of places to sit outside pubs/cafes etc... 
much nicer to do that without diesel fumes everywhere.  
I note the businesses are complaining about a downturn in trade since the restrictions were put in place... 
strangely completely ignoring the fact that this was caused by the worldwide pandemic that has hit high street 
trade across the country/world. I've not seen any evidence that it's the lack of traffic in the high street that has 
caused the problems. 
It is still extremely easy to access Witney town centre by car - you don't need to drive down the high street for 
that. 
My only concern is enforcement of the restrictions... with the High St accessible by blue badge holders for 
disabled parking (which I support) it means it'll be more difficult to identify and prevent people without a blue 
badge from driving down there and without enforcement, it risks the restrictions being ignored. 
 

(1010) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kestrel Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer and a nicer feel to the town 
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(1011) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kingfisher Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I thinks there’s no reason for cars to be driving through the centre as there is ample parking close by. I support  
taxis, buses, disabled and loading access. 
 

(1012) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Kingsfield 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Shopping centres are much safer and user friendly when traffic free. Vehicles should not have so much priority 
 

(1013) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lancut) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I am supporting this because it’s much nicer to walk in  town with my children without so much traffic  on  the 
high street 
 

(1014) 
As an individual 
(Witney, lancut road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I love going into town now I find it easier and less stressful  more personnel space, cleaner air and a much 
calmer atmosphere. I no longer feel the need to get in out of the town as fast as possible. 
 

(1015) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Langdale Gate) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is no need for traffic through the high street causing unnecessary air pollution 
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(1016) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Leys Villas) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I know that the Witney traders blame their reduced trade on parking restrictions but I suspect that the 
interaction between Covid and the internet have had a far great  effect.  People used to come into Witney 
because there was such a variety of shops which is, sadly,  no longer the case. 
 

(1017) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Leys Villas) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It sounds a reasonable plan.  There is other parking available close by.  We need to encourage more people 
to walk/cycle in town rather than drive. 
 

(1018) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lowell Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Better for pedestrians and bicycles 
 

(1019) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Lyneham Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer town centre, there are plenty of very close car parking facilities available at no cost. 
 

(1020) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Madley brook lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Nicer shopping experience, safer and cleaner air. Encourages people to walk or cycle and still plenty of 
parking if needed 
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(1021) 
As an individual 
(WITNEy, madley park) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I would like it to be mostly pedestrianised as its safer for all and a nicer environment. 
 

(1022) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor RD) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The area is so much better and cleaner by not having all traffic go through the Main Street. There is plenty of 
free parking very close to the high street 
 

(1023) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The town centre has become a much safer and more pleasant place to shop since the restrictions have been 
in place, and I am more likely to visit town centre shops now. I think it's important to allow access for those that 
need to access the High Street and Market Square, for example for unloading, or those who are disabled, but 
with so much free parking available within a very short distance of the High Street, it is unnecessary to allow 
most cars access to this area. However, I think it's also important to ensure that other routes around the town 
are not excessively clogged up with traffic as a result of closing the High Street, and the relevant bodies need 
to work together to improve traffic in and around Witney (preferably on a countywide scale and with heavy 
investment in public transport, as the horrendous traffic between Witney and Oxford is only going to get worse 
with the vast numbers of new homes being built) 
 

(1024) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
The town is less noisy, more pleasant, safer to cycle through with children. People stopping or parking on the 
main road are a nuisance already, and better barriers and signage would improve this. Very few users of the 
shops need to use High Street, as there are good public transport, good walking links, and good free parking 
elsewhere. 
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(1025) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
To back the pedestrianisation of the town centre and make it safer 
 

(1026) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Market Square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney needs to modernise to create a safer, cleaner environment for shoppers, pedestrians and others.  
Since the restrictions the town has been cleaner, safer and less noise from traffic.  None of the shops lose out 
as there’s so much free parking and the spaces on the high street wouldn’t be used for shoppers anyway. 
 

(1027) 
As a business 
(Witney, Market square) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer, better air quality and makes for a more vibrant high street 
 

(1028) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Marriotts Walk) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support the restrictions of motor vehicles being taken away from the Witney high street. However access 
needs to be maintained for emergency services vehicles and delivery vehicles only. I personally believe even 
blue badge should be restricted from the high street as there is plenty of parking close by to the shops in the 
car park. The space this frees up then needs to be looked at and utilised the best for the business. Extended 
outside seating, more market stalls, pop up shops, events etc otherwise the town centre will literally become a 
ghost town. 
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(1029) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Marriotts Walk) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Town is much quieter and I highely believe reduced traffic improves pedestrians safety 
 

(1030) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mead Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
pedestrained high street is both safer and better for the environment. I do have concerns about infrastructure 
though especially living on Mead Lane and the traffic on Witan Way 
 

(1031) 
As a business 
(Witney, Meadow Court) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The level of noise and pollution has really reduced in town making it a much nicer place to hang out and shop, 
which I hope will bring more people to the town. I hope the restrictions become permanent and the road and 
signage are adapted in a more permanent way. 
 

(1032) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Meadow View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is no justifiable reason for regular car users to need to use the high street, there is plenty of parking 
close by in Witney now to allow them to access the high street shops easily on foot. Clearly, exceptions need 
to be granted to people with disabilities and others for whom walking is not an option. In my opinion the high 
street has been a much more pleasant, safer space since the temporary closure was introduced and it is an 
excellent idea to make this permanent. 
 

(1033) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Meadow View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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I think it's safer for pedestrians and easier to access the shops in that area. Witney has extensive free parking 
close to the centre and the proposals provide for disabled parking in the High Street. I do think it is important 
to continue to keep Welch Way open. 
 

(1034) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Meadow View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Removing cars from the high street does not restrict business in fact it enables pedestrians safer access to all 
parts of town and opens up the possibility for cafes and bars to have outdoow 
 

(1035) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mill Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Makes the High Street feel a safe and pleasant place to shop 
 

(1036) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mill Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The High Street being closed to traffic makes it a far safer and more pleasant environment and helps to retain 
the historic character of the town. Apart from deliveries and disabled drivers there is no reason for vehicles to 
be able to access the High Street, with plenty of parking around the town within a very short walking distance. 
 

(1037) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Mill Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
It makes the high street more safe and much more pleasant to walk around 
 

(1038) 
As an individual 
(Witney, mill street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Cleaner air, safer shopping 
 

(1039) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Millers Mews) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Cleaner air, safer walking, not a significant vehicle detour 
 

(1040) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moor Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I have been saying for years that the high street should be pedestrianised. The temporary measure was good 
and proves that it can work so let's make it permanent! Also this would mean it can be made more appealing 
visually than the temporary wooden boxes and hopefully mean more support from the public. Parking for blue 
badge holders is obviously needed so can be incorporated wherever there is space to do so. If the 
entrance/exits are made to be single carriageway then perhaps some form of physical device, such as rising 
bollards, could be used to stop misuse. 
 

(1041) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moorland Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It will improve the function and commerce of the town centre. It will improve accessibility for blue badge 
holders, particularly visitors with reduced mobility. 
 

(1042) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moorland Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think this has worked well over lockdowns and would like to see the continue. On a wider  one I would hope 
that this improvement will see more people in the town centre and there hopefully some of the empty shop will 
be full again with businesses. I would really like to see Withey thrive again! 
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(1043) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Moorland Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney High Street at the moment with the current restrictions in place is a nicer, safer and environmentally 
more acceptable part of Witney. 
 

(1044) 
As an individual 
(Witney, N/A) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Less traffic in the town makes it safer for everyone. We do need to ensure local shops are supported building 
back their businesses from covid and that this doenst have a negative impact on them. 
 

(1045) 
As an individual 
(Witney, New Bridge Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Much safer. Witney has a signficantly ageing population and a closed High Street is much safer.  
There is ample free parking in Witney. I cannot believe people want to stop and 'run in' to the majority of shops 
that are objecting to the closure. No shop is more than a few yards from a car park. The 'Waitrose' car park is 
huge and covers the length of the high street. 
 

(1046) 
As an individual 
(Witney, New Bridge Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think the centre of town is very well-served with free parking within an easy walk of all High Street shops. 
There is no reason to park right outside the shop/sandwich bar or market stall one is wishing to visit if able-
bodied. The demographic of Witney tends to be older and dodging traffic isn’t safe for them. I also believe we 
should be working to ensure a clean-air environment.  
Finally, I don’t accept that the closure of the road to traffic is responsible for a loss of business to businesses 
in the Market Square area. The effects of Covid has not been factored into their reduction in revenue. Covid 
restrictions and the road closure were coincidental to each other. 
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(1047) 
As an individual 
(Witney, New yatt rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Fresh air, the current arrangement has been hassle free and opened up the environment. 
 

(1048) 
As an individual 
(Witney, New Yatt Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The High Street is a much safer, quieter space without traffic and with less pollution and will encourage more 
of a cafe culture 
 

(1049) 
As an individual 
(Witney, New Yatt Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
My experience is that the absence of traffic and the larger, wider pedestrian space has significantly increased 
the sense of safety, both from being impeded or jostled and from accidental Covid exposure.  In addition, 
reducing everyone's exposure to emissions, and promoting walking and cycling, are vital both for the health of 
individuals and for the ongoing health of the planet. 
 

(1050) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Pleased to see more space for people by reducing the number of vehicles. It also offers some exciting 
opportunities for further improvements such as eliminating pinch points on the pavements, offering space to 
shops to expand out into the street, possible future street markets. 
 

(1051) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Better atmosphere, less pollution 
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(1052) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I believe the high street businesses will gain from restrictions as will increase more passing trade. There is 
also plenty of free parking spaces nearby 
 

(1053) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Stopping vehicles cutting through the High Street helps make it a safer and more pleasant shopping and 
leisure environment. 
 

(1054) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Don’t like noise and pollution from cars passing through 
 

(1055) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer without cars 
 

(1056) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Makes the centre of Witney a less polluted more relaxed environment. There is plenty of free parking close by. 
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(1057) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Many businesses have said the closure means they are suffering, but when I go into town it seems quiet but 
the car park behind Waitrose is full.  The road closure means it is more pleasant for pedestrians - cars going 
up and down gives the illusion that the town is busy, but they cannot stop to shop.  Previously when the roads 
were open, I might drive down them but there was little parking and invariably I would end up in the car park. 
So now I just go straight to the car park. People who want to shop are not going to avoid Witney shops 
because High Street and Market Square are closed, they will just go straight to a (free) car park instead of 
polluting the town centre with traffic fumes. 
 

(1058) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Newland Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
We should keep cars out of our town centres. 
 

(1059) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Northfield Farm 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I come from a pedestrianised town called Deal in Kent, and its a nicer experience. Its always been that way 
and it's safer for children, disabled and elderly. Witney is much bigger than Deal, and has a great deal of 
possibilities. Though it does seem like the rents must be too high If big companies are leaving the high street. 
Smaller ones Will inevitably leave too 
 

(1060) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY, Northfield Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
The High Street just feels a lot safer and welcoming with the current restrictions. Easier to cross from one side 
to another to visit a shop and, other than blue badge holders, I don't see why anyone needs to park on High 
Street anyway given the ample free parking close by. 
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(1061) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Orkney Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Less pollution and safer - town is so much nicer.  As a parent to two children, I feel happy that they are safer 
on the High St.  There should be a penalty in place for those who use it and shouldn't (lots are doing that).  I 
don't think taxis should have priority. 
 

(1062) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxford Hill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
This is a very good idea.  There is no need for through traffic on this bit of the road. 
 

(1063) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxlease) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I was born and raised in witney but after living in Germany for 2 years 5 years ago in a town roughly the size of 
witney where the town centre was blocked off to cars creating a much better feeling to the centre. A calmer 
nicer place to be. 
 

(1064) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxlease) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The high street is a safer environment for me and my family. Less traffic means cleaner air. Given the climate 
emergency we find ourselves in any little change goes towards a bigger one to encourage people out of their 
cars. Witney has free parking throughout and being able to drive down/park high street is not a necessity for 
most just convenience. 
 

(1065) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxlease) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Improved air quality 
 

(1066) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxlease) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
There is plenty of Free parking nearby if people that cannot walk into the town. The high street is much more 
pleasant since cars have stopped driving through it. 
 

(1067) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Oxlease) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I quite like the fact myself and my kids can walk in town safely.  Although I do object to people with Blue 
badges being able to go through as this seems to detract from the fact that it should be pedestrianised as 
much as possible.  I don't think it will inhibit a disabled preson in any way if they have to drive around like 
everyone else. 
 

(1068) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Park Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I like the town without traffic and pollution through the centre. 
 

(1069) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Park Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I’m am supporting this because I believe it to be better for the health and well-being of all that shop in the high 
street and there is ample free parking near to the shops. Less pollution to breath in 
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(1070) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Park View Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
We need a clean and clear place to shop. With more pedestrian spaces the town centre can become friendlier 
and livelier 
 

(1071) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Pensclose) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It's safer particularly when the town is busy - much more pleasant not to have cars in the middle of town.  I like 
the pavement cafes that are appearing.  There is no need for able bodied people to park in the High Street as 
Witney has plentiful free parking very close by 
 

(1072) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Popes Piece) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I support the proposals for the following reasons: 
Reduce through traffic 
Stop speeding traffic 
Reduce vehicle exhaust fumes and traffic noise for nearby pedestrians 
Offer potential to widen footpaths for pedestrians and for shops / cafes to provide exterior seating 
To increase and provide more Blue Badge parking at locations that are more accessible to High Street shops 
To inspire a new vision for the High Street to create a pedestrian focussed retail and social space 
 

(1073) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Primrose Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Safer environment 
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(1074) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Prinrose) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It has created a more pleasant environment but I do have concerns that individuals do break the restriction 
and drive at excess speed down the road. Someone will get killed. 
 

(1075) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Private) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
High street needs to be fully pedestrianised, safe to school children, better, safer, healthier shopping 
experience. 
 

(1076) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Quarry road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Creates a safer, and more enjoyable street to walk down, they should move buses and taxis, and have stalls 
down road 
 

(1077) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen Emma’s 
Dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Improved feel to the high street with less cars 
 

(1078) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen Emma's 
Dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Catch up to current times should have been done a long time ago 
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(1079) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen Emma's 
Dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It will make Witney a better place to live. 
 

(1080) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ralegh Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support the restrictions because the vehicle traffic increases the pollution in our town center and I beleive 
more pedestarianised center will allow the trade to improve. 
 

(1081) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Ralegh Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Pedestrian access is very important. It could help create a cafe culture. I would like to see work done to create 
a better space such as lowering the path by the shake shop but could create more of a cafe culture. I’d like to 
see it like outside the west gate where buses come through but pedestrians have priority 
 

(1082) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Rissington Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think it would be nice to have the freedom to walk around there and not worry about traffic. But I believe it 
should be closed to all traffic. Even taxi services and buses. 
 

(1083) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Saxon Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It is so much more pleasant to not have cars rushing up and down the High Street. Less noise, less pollution, 
more space. 
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(1084) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Saxon Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Walking and running along the High Street is significantly improved since it has been closed to most through 
traffic. Air quality is improved and it is much safer crossing the road without a steady flow of traffic. The 
additional pavement space created by the barriers (now planters) is also welcome. 
Minimising car use should be encouraged. Making active travel - and journeys made on foot or by bike - easier 
and safer is surely a key move to enable this. 
In the past 20 months, we have been conditioned to change our shopping habits. I believe a reduction in 
footfall stems from these measures to encourage shopping only when necessary. While I am sympathetic to 
High Street and Market Square businesses who have noticed a reduction in sales, I believe this is attributable 
to this behaviour change, rather than the road closure.  
I would love to see more outdoor food and drink space being used, and I know the District Council has 
facilitated permits for this. 
Other than the permitted traffic (disabled drivers, buses and taxis), nobody *needs* to drive on this restricted 
section. As a Witney resident and worker, I am not aware of increased traffic elsewhere as a consequence. 
There is ample free parking close to the High Street and Market Square. 
 

(1085) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Saxon Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think the changes make going into the town centre a pleasanter experience and should benefit businesses in 
the High Street and Market Place. 
 

(1086) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Schofield Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It works. Much safer for pedestrians. 
 

(1087) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Sherbourne Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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As a market town, Witney is well blessed with convenient parking within easy reach of the High Street.  An 
open, traffic free environment would encourage more people to visit the town and spend more time in the High 
Street browsing the shops, rather than having to dodge cars, buses and taxis. 
 

(1088) 
As an individual 
(Witney, South Lawn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I feel much safer walking through town and enjoying the shops with my children now there aren't so many 
cars. It also feels much safer for all the children leaving school from Marlborough Lane. 
 

(1089) 
As an individual 
(Witney, South Lawn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It's nicer going into town now with the children now it's safer, and leaving school is much better when going 
that way. 
 

(1090) 
As an individual 
(Witney, South lawn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is only a small amount if parking on the market place you have to park and walk currently, closing it with 
not change this 
 

(1091) 
As an individual 
(Witney, South Leigh) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It was so much easier to walk around town with the road closed. Having it pedestrianised would enhance the 
town. There is ample parking in Witney 
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(1092) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Spring Meadow) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney is a lovely town with lots of character but it is getting too congested with traffic as more and more 
houses are being built in the town. The town cannot cope with the extra traffic. We need more space for non 
motorised forms of transport. 
The pollution levels are very high and we cannot be subjected to additional levels. Environmental planting with 
additional seating will also be necessary to make the market place and High street an attractive, safe area for 
shopper and other users.  
The need for this traffic management improvement must also be accompanied by the implementation of the 
additional outer ring road and a commitment from the highways authority including enforcement if necessary to 
redirect non Witney based traffic back onto the A40. 
 

(1093) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Springfieeld Oval) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I am happy with the restrictions that are inplace at this time 
 

(1094) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Springfield Oval) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I like the way the town centre has changed since the introduction of restrictions 
 

(1095) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Springfield Oval) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney has too much traffic. There is free parking surrounding the high street anyway, it's been so much nicer 
to walk there without the cars. 
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(1096) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stanton Harcourt 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Improving provision for cyclists and pedestrians in Witney while retaining access for blue badge holders who 
will benefit the most from being allowed to park along the high street. 
 

(1097) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stanway) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Pedestrianising and cleaner air a positive step for the town 
 

(1098) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Station Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It's a real 'selling point' for Witney, with cleaner air, safer environment and a better place to meet friends. 
There's ample parking within 2 minutes walk. 
 

(1099) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Station Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Witney High Street is now safer, cleaner and a better environment since the traffic restrictions. There is ample 
parking in Witney car parks just minutes from the high street. Ideally I'd like to see it fully pedestrianised with 
no traffic, allowing the town to thrive as a place to go. On the edge of the Cotswolds, Witney could be so much 
more than it is, with alfresco dining, markets and arts. 
 

(1100) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Stenter Mews) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The implementation of the current restrictions during the pandemic has made visiting town centre a much 
more pleasant experience without the previous volume of traffic passing through, unnecessarily. Ample free 
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parking is provided within walking distance of the centre. 
 

(1101) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Swan court) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
The town centre is safer and quieter 
 

(1102) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Sycamore Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I am pleased with the changes brought about. 
 

(1103) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Taphouse Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer; more pleasant walking and shopping. 
 

(1104) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The crofts) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I like the high St closed. Would need to be enforced as still being used at a cut through 
 

(1105) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Crofts) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Supporting as less pollution and safer generally to walk about. However there are still cars driving through that 
shouldn't so this needs to be worked on 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(1106) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Makes the High Street so much safer, and will reduce pollution. 
 

(1107) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Better for the town and we need reduced car use for climate change. However public transport to replace 
individual car use needs serious consideration 
 

(1108) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Makes shopping in the high street more pleasurable, less pollution, traffic worries 
 

(1109) 
As an individual 
(Witney, The Willows) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
As a pedestrian in the town centre it feels much safer without so much traffic. I would, however, like to see 
enforcement if the proposal is accepted as quite a number of cars and vans that don't qualify ignore the 
notices. 
 

(1110) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Nicer environment in the centre of Witney without traffic 
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(1111) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Better cusstomers access 
 

(1112) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
In my opinion the town centre is a nicer place without cars. I don't see how cars driving through benefit the 
high street. 
 

(1113) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I don't see the negative impact so many people refer to on access to businesses. There is ample parking 
elsewhere, and closures allow for better cycle and pedestrian access. It also ensures cleaner air and less 
noise pollution in the centre. Wholeheartedly support further restrictions where suitable. 
 

(1114) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Walking around the centre of town would be so much nicer without so many vehicles and I like to cycle in from 
Thorney Leys 
 

(1115) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Proposals make for a safer and more attractive environment. 
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(1116) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY, thorney leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
As a long term resident of Witney I have never parked my car on the high street the only way to find a space 
was to go up and down until spotting someone leaving.  This just adds to the congestion and pollution.    I 
prefer to cycle into town to avoid parking issues but do drive the the main car parks if buying heavy shopping  
The high street is much better for shopping without all the cars and crowded pavements previously found 
 

(1117) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney Leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It will make the town centre more pleasant and safer for pedestrians and cyclists, as well as reduce pollution. 
Reserving parking for blue badge holders only will make the amenities and shops on Market Square much 
more accessible. 
 

(1118) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Thorney leys) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support keeping this road for active travel such as cycling, I believe this has improved the town and made it 
safer. While still keeping disabled parking and bus routes available and as before. 
 

(1119) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Townsend road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Car free spaces give more space for safer pedestrians areas and market stalls 
 

(1120) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Valence Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Pedestrianisation feasible because of free parking nearby. Lived here for 30 years and managed to park in the 
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High Street a handful of times at best! 
Cycling is safer, please provide good secure bike parking. 
 

(1121) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Walnut Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I think it creates a better environment for shoppers. It’s safer, cleaner air and doesn’t seem to adversely affect 
business. Infact I think it enhances it as it’s a much nicer environment to go shopping in. 
 

(1122) 
As an individual 
(witney, weavers close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think they will benefit the town as a whole, helping to reduce the number of vehicles going through the town 
centre and making a more healthy environment. 
 

(1123) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Weavers Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Good use of the pedestrian area could be made by local businesses. Unlike many opponents of this scheme, I 
have seen the centre of town bustling with people since the scheme was introduced. It would require some 
form of enforcement, I have seen many people drive straight through the restricted area. Some drivers have 
done this at quite a speed which is dangerous when pedestrians think they are relatively safe in walking. I 
have not noticed buses or taxis driving inconsiderately but they are professionals. 
With the coming of electric buses and taxis, it could become a nice, safe clean area but the fact that some 
vehicles are allowed through must be catered for. 
 

(1124) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Welch Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Massive potential to enhance high street with pedestrianisation and so much safer 
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(1125) 
As an individual 
(Witney, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer, quieter, less pollution, moving with the times. 
 

(1126) 
As an individual 
(Witney, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The restrictions of traffic make High St a safer place. Prefer it with limited traffic, and in favour of the fully 
pedestrianised centre, with retained disabled parking spaces and taxis. 
 

(1127) 
As an individual 
(Witney, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The upper High Street is environmentally improved since the traffic ban.  
It is also cleaner and safer. The increase in Cafe culture is enhanced with increased outdoor sitting and dining. 
Those of us who are elderly and with mobility issues find the town much improved.  
The air quality is noticeably better and could be further improved by banning ALL traffic from upper High 
Street, there are ready alternatives in terms of road access for buses and taxis. The town is well provided for 
in ample free parking just behind High Street. This could easily accommodate an appropriate re-designation of 
disabled parking spaces 
 

(1128) 
As an individual 
(Witney, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I’m in favour of making Witney High Street a more pleasant place to shop (safer, cleaner air quality, etc.) and 
believe that making it largely traffic free will do that.  
I don’t believe that the difficulties that businesses are saying they are experiencing are solely due to traffic 
restrictions. Do people believe that shopping habits are back to pre-pandemic ones? I know mine aren’t. I 
would be interested in any research into causes of the lower customer numbers reported by traders.  
Witney is well served by plenty of free parking which is close to the High Street.  



CMDHM5 

 

If the restrictions are to be made permanent, I would like to see the street furniture/road markings amended to 
make it more obvious and to discourage cars from ignoring the rules.  
I would also support making that part of the High Street completely pedestrianised. Unfortunately, I imagine 
that would be going too far! 
 

(1129) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wheatfield Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I believe that the reduced traffic and increased safety for pedestrians will enhance the centre of town. This 
could be followed by increasing the social use of these areas by restaurants, markets etc. 
 

(1130) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Windrush Quay) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Makes it easier to walk around Witney town centre 
 

(1131) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Windrush Valley 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer town centre; pedestrian friendly 
 

(1132) 
As an individual 
(WITNEY, Woodford Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is so much free parking in Witney it is not necessary for traffic to access the High Street and Market 
Square.  The proposals would benefit shopkeepers and market traders and be far more environmentally 
friendly. 
 

(1133) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodford Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Make shopping a safer and more enjoyable experience 
 

(1134) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodford Mill) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I feel, as long as there are disabled parking spaces on High Street, pedestrianisation would not put people off 
shopping in that area 
 

(1135) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodford Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
good for disabled and elderly shoppers 
 

(1136) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodford way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Toxic pollution and dangers to pedestrians are not necessary. Businesses say it will hurt them, but cars don’t 
park along the night street anyway. There is double yellow lines. People will continue to park in the free car 
park, or Waitrose and shop if they wish to. 
 

(1137) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodgreen) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I wish to shop in a greener and safer atmosphere with my child. Cars are not the future and we have to look 
forward, we are in a climate crisis. 
 

(1138) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodgreen) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Since the temporary restrictions have been in place, the High Street has been a much nicer environment for 
people.  It's high time that the environmental damage caused by each and every car journey be recognized at 
the local level, and the days of the automatic acceptance of that brought to an end.  As has been seen in 
many other town centres in England, significant reductions in traffic within town centres has produced 
healthier, more vibrant, social, and imaginative spaces for people. 
 

(1139) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodlands Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Much nicer without traffic in town, can't see why people driving through is affecting any businesses, more likely 
Covid related disruption. 
 

(1140) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodlands Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The high street needs something bold and different in this new shopping environment. High streets can no 
longer rest in their laurels and just attract footfall by making the environment more pleasant, less polluted and 
more pedestrian friendly. Witney is now in competition with Chipping Norton, Carterton, Burford for shoppers 
and must offer something different. 
 

(1141) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodley Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It is much safer. There is plenty of free parking very closeby. There is only parking for disabled in the high 
Street anyway so why would it change people's shopping habits. It adds total the beauty of our town not 
having streams of vehicles in the high street all the time. 
 

(1142) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodley green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer for pedestrians and children and there is plenty of free parking eslewhere 
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(1143) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodley green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I am a pedestrian and feel it is much safer and therefore I am more likely to come to town rather than using 
online options.  It is good for climate change to avoid unnecessary motor transport.  Businesses in Witney 
should respect those who want to use local shops instead of driving them to use online.  Hypocrisy from street 
and shop  traders. 
 

(1144) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I believe that the more pedestrianised space in the centre of the town, the better. Far too much priority is given 
to vehicles (which should be discouraged) and not  enough to pedestrians and cyclists who should be 
encouraged. 
 

(1145) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I do not believe traffic restrictions have affected shopping habits, but Covid itself. The atmosphere in High St is 
busy and safe. Car parking is free and so close 
 

(1146) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is free parking so close to the town centre. I do not see why you have to drive into the centre itself. It will 
make the area feel safer. 
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(1147) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Woodstock Road, 
Witney) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think that the objections I  have seen are not based on reality. There could not have been much passing 
traffic that stopped to enable people to access the shops as there was never enough space for many cars at 
any one time. The stopping of through traffic makes the road crossing much safer for pedestrians. There is 
more than adequate off-street parking with easy access to all the businesses on High Street and Market 
Place. I hope that the prohibitions are well policed/monitored as I have seen several vehicles passing through 
High Street that, on the face of it, are not permitted under the temporary restrictions. Also speed of some 
vehicles is excessive for what is becoming a largely pedestrianised area. 
 
 

(1148) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Wroslyn road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safety, since the restrictions driven by covid were introduced it is much easier to walk around the town centre.  
I would like to see this continue 
 

(1149) 
As an individual 
(Watford, Raglan Gardens) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It's nice to have more space to move around without breathing in pollution. The pavements are very narrow in 
some parts of Witney and it has felt in the past that cars are more important than people in that particular area. 
People need to be encouraged to use their cars less, however, so you need to make public transport more 
affordable and regular too. 
 

(1150) 
As an individual 
(Thame, Kings close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Reduces pollution 
Cars in towns makes them look ugly 
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Reduces noise 
Let's the public freely enjoy the road and pavement to enjoy the beautiful town 
There is no need to park right in the town, when there is good parking near by 
Will be more enjoyable in my opinion with no vehicles constantly driving past 
 

(1151) 
As an individual 
(Thame, Chinnor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I feel that it is important to promote active travel. For too long out towns have allowed cars to dominate public 
space. This proposal encourages walking and cycling. 
 

(1152) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, Church St) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
As i work and shop in Witney,  it has been far more pleasant with the traffic restrictions.  More importantly it's 
better for people's health not breathing in pollution from vehicles. 
 

(1153) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, Greenfield 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I’m generally in favour of designated pedestrian areas and have got used to having these in Witney. There is 
ample parking in the vicinity and the proposal supports environmental issues. 
 

(1154) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, *) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I believe with the removal of vehicles other than buses and taxis that it is more conducive to a pleasant 
experience in Witney town centre. There are plenty of car parks within walking distance for those able bodied 
and would recommend that the current parking spaces are turned in disabled parking to help those less abled 
to access shops and amenities in the town centre more easily.  
The green effect on the immediate area will be better, the noise pollution will be lowered leading to a calmer 
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feel and public transport can still be easily accessed. 
I do not see why this would have a detrimental effect on businesses on removing the small amount of parking 
spaces on the High Street or access for dropping off people able to walk a short distance. 
 

(1155) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, Greenfield 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It will be safer as there will be less traffic to negotiate when visiting and shopping in Witney. And less harmful 
as there will be less exhaustion fumes to be inhaled.   I see a "traffic free" High Street being re-claimed by 
people, and perhaps being used for street markets ie craft fairs, Christmas  Markets,  food market's, Street 
cafe. I would love to see Witney with its fantastic parking to become a '"go to'' place to visit. Bring things back 
into the centre of Witney so other business benefit. 
 

(1156) 
As an individual 
(stonesfield, ridings close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
to allow disabled access and safety of pedestrians 
 

(1157) 
As an individual 
(Stonesfield, Wootton End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I'm a resident and user of the high street in Witney 
 

(1158) 
As a business 
(Stanton harcourt, The row) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
As a taxi driver it’s a lot safer with less traffic when people are accessing the taxi 
 

(1159) 
As an individual 
(Stanton Harcourt, 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Willowbrook)  
It’s healthier and safer. 
 

(1160) 
As an individual 
(Stanton Harcourt, The 
Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I felt that the trial was a success and should be made permanent as I feel it will improve pedestrian safety. 
 

(1161) 
As a business 
(Standlake, Abingdon road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It would make shopping in witney a more pleasant space with the ability to have community events or even a 
cafe on the pavement 
 

(1162) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Manor 
Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is plenty of free parking very close to the High Street and those you can’t walk as far will still be able to 
park there. I prefer having less traffic on the High Street 
 

(1163) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Rack End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There’s no need for private motor vehicles to drive in the High Street. There’s plenty of other routes for 
traversing the town centre. No need to park there for shopping as there’s large car parks only 100m away and 
on Church Green.  It’s much more pleasant shopping without the traffic. Let’s keep it pedestrianised, perhaps 
with flower beds, covered seating, street stalls, restaurants with outside seating. The market can be expanded 
and improved, maybe more of a farmers’ market. 
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(1164) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Windrush way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney was becoming dangerous with the volume of car going through high street. There were many near 
misses where pedestrians thought they had right of way over the speed bumps. An accident waiting to 
happen. 
Its safer, cleaner, less choked up in high street. As the pandemic lifts more, people will return to a safer town 
centre. I back fully pedestrianised, stop the busses too!! 
More bigger markets. Include craft markets. With farmers market. And general market. That area could be 
used more 
 

(1165) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Abingdon 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The high street & market square lend themselves to an open pedestrian area creating a safe space and 
allowing a more continental  style with outside seating etc 
 

(1166) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Abingdon 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
High Street & Market Square should be completely traffic free, including banning buses. Make it a pleasant 
place for pedestrians. Ban bikes also. 
 

(1167) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, Rack End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The current temporary arrangements have made Witney High Street much more pleasant for pedestrians. 
There are many factors making trade difficult at present and the macro scale problems are likely to be much 
more significant than the proposed parking and through traffic changes. 
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(1168) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, The Downs) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Improved shopping experience 
 

(1169) 
As an individual 
(Standlake, The Downs) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Much nicer to shop in Witney with less traffic on the High Street and there is plenty of free parking close to the 
shops. 
 

(1170) 
As an individual 
(South leigh, Lymbrook 
close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I feel that it makes it a much more pleasurable environment to relax and shop in 
 

(1171) 
As an individual 
(South Leigh, Station Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Fewer cars on the High Street has made for a much nicer and safer shopping experience in Witney.  
I would add that cafes and shops should be encouraged to spill out and use the road space more. 
 

(1172) 
As an individual 
(Shipton-under-Wychwood, 
Coombes Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I'm supporting the proposals as I think the High Street is much more pleasant for pedestrians without constant 
traffic.  Town centres should be focussed on people rather than vehicles wherever possible.  With the move 
towards a zero carbon future we should be doing as much as possible to help people to minimise vehicle 
usage and I believe that these proposals will help with that. 
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(1173) 
As an individual 
(Shipton under Wychwood, 
Magpie Alley) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
A much better pedestrian environment 
 

(1174) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Quarry High 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Enjoy visiting Witney and the pedestrianised areas have the best atmosphere and are most pleasant to shop 
in. Would spend more time in the centre  if motor vehicles were restricted 
 

(1175) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Rymers Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Give the space to people, remove cars 
 

(1176) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Abingdon Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
My visits to Witney for leisure and shopping will be made much more pleasant and safer if the proposed 
restrictions go ahead. 
 

(1177) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Bickingham Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Will improve the built environment and facilitate a modal shift towards walking, cycling and public transport. 
 

(1178) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Howard) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Will make visiting Witney much more pleasant. 
 

(1179) 
As an individual 
(Oxford, Sunderland 
Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I support all measures to remove cars and parking from streets to reclaim these high streets for people. 
 

(1180) 
As an individual 
(OX298PU, High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The prohibition of vehicles on the High Street has made for a much more pleasant environment and as a result 
my family have spent much more time in Witney since the restrictions 
 

(1181) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Witney., 
Perrott Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
A prohibition of traffic pedestrianised area in the centre of Witney would very much enhance Witney's Town 
centre for the following reasons. 
 1) A pedestrian area would only be a short piece of the road through town which has very little parking on it 
anyway. 
2) It would make the town centre less dangerous for all pedestrians, especially the young and the disabled. 
Not only in terms of traffic dangers; Witney has one of the most polluted town centres in the country in terms of 
exhaust emissions. It would also stop this stretch being used as a 'rat run' especially in the evening where 
there has been problems with speeding cars (as happens often in the day as well) 
3) There is very little need for noisy traffic (cars) to travel this short stretch of road as there is more than ample 
free parent and disabled parking within very short, level and easy reach for all businesses; this area is 
surrounded by car parks! The current parking on this stretch only has room for approximately18 cars at 
present anyway,  this could be converted to wholly disabled parking! 
4) Making the centre into a pedestrian area would have very little to no effect on the congestion of the 
surrounding roads by diverted traffic as there are good routes to be able to circumnavigate the high street to 
and from any direction.  
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5) In the twenty five years I have been regularly going into this area of Witney I have rarely to never have seen 
people needing to use there cars  on the high street for heavy loading/unloading of shopping, For large 
quantities of goods it is much easier to use the car park. Also very rarely have I seen disabled users on this 
stretch of road as there are, for them, easier places to get in and out of their vehicles.   
6) Lastly Witney has a very pleasant town centre leading up to Church Green; one of the nicest areas on any 
Town in the UK. Pedestrianising the High Street would enhance the Town which would lead to a more 
pleasant experience for all users and; as has happened in many other Towns with pedestrianised areas 
surrounded by ample parking; greater business opportunities. 
7) To sum up; less dangers, less noise, less pollution, more pleasant environment and greater business 
opportunities. 
 

(1182) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Witney, 
Gough Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Pedestrianised centre is not only safer but creates a a nicer atmosphere and environment. 
 

(1183) 
As an individual 
(North leigh nr Witney, 
Common road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Reduction of environmental impact of traffic. More pleasant environment for pedestrians. 
 

(1184) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Park Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Pedestrianisation is a model that supports a more community based, healthy High Street (and person). A lot of 
businesses will object without appreciating the benefit to all businesses of creating a focus on the town centre 
which- as long as other 
measures are in place too- encourages slow, meandering shopping and leisure rather than an unhealthy ‘stop 
and pop into one shop or coffee pick up’ only. Wholeheartedly support creating a pleasant  community based 
town centre. 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(1185) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Park Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The High Street is more pleasant without traffic. There is more disabled parking for people who need it. 
 

(1186) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Perrott Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
For a safer more atmospheric town centre. 
 

(1187) 
As an individual 
(North leigh, Perrott Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I have enjoyed shopping on Witney without having to dodge traffic and inhal fumes 
 

(1188) 
As an individual 
(north leigh, windmill 
heights) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
pedestrianising urban centres is objectively vital to reducing air pollution and encouraging low carbon travel to 
and around witney. 
 

(1189) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Bluebell 
Gardens) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
A car free Market square would make for a pleasant & safer shopping experience 
 

(1190) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Common 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Because of climate change (etc) we need to reduce our reliance on the car especially for short journeys and to 
seek alternatives. For example: walking, cycling and buses. This scheme promotes this and also makes 
visiting the centre of Witney a more pleasant experience with less noise and pollution from traffic. It also 
enables people to meander in a safer environment. There is plenty of parking available elsewhere in the town. 
 

(1191) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, East End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Excluding cars makes a much better pedestrian experience of the town and there are perfectly adequate 
alternatives for traffic 
 

(1192) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Gough Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The lack of traffic in the town centre feels safer as well as being more quiet and peaceful. 
 

(1193) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Green Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The pedestrianisation of Witney high street will provide a much more available and usable town centre both for 
shopping and evenings. 
 

(1194) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, New Yatt 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I would be prepared to support the full pedestrisation of the High Street to enhance the customer experience. 
 

(1195) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, New Yatt 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Makes the centre of Witney a far more enjoyable pedestrian experience, it is quieter and  cleaner. Just wish 
the police would do the occasional spot check to catch those abusing the change. 
 

(1196) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Park road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I like it being pedestrianised 
 

(1197) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Park Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Removing traffic from the centre of Witney makes sense. Safer for pedestrians, and better for the 
environment. With the limited parking currently available on the High Street and Market Square it does not 
make sense that this is the cause of a “dying” High Street. It would be great to see a more European street 
cafe style in the Market Square and along the High Street. Removing traffic goes hand in hand with this. 
 

(1198) 
As an individual 
(North Leigh, Perrott Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is very limited parking on the High Street anyway so it didn't offer anyway.  Taxi's and buses can still go 
down that road so it is not fully pedestrianized.  Whilst we do not need it closed to facilitate social distancing 
for Covid reasons I think it would be good to remain vehicle free. However, I do not think it should remain 
vehicle free unless the area is fully utilised.  It should become available for the cafes / restaurants / bars to 
utilise as a seating area and create an outside cafe culture.  It should be used as a entertainment space.  We 
should encourage more outdoor markets to take place on the Market Square and along the High Street itself.  
This in turn would create footfall and benefit the existing businesses. 
 

(1199) 
As an individual 
(Monster Lovell, Brize 
Norton Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Having a pedestrian area will make a huge improvement to the shopping experience for everyone 
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(1200) 
As an individual 
(Minster lovell, Burford 
road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
i think witney is a fabulous town and unfortunately the way most towns are now post covid they need to up 
their game to re generate and offer a new town experience.  I really hope Witney can re generate itself into a 
bespoke shopping experience , i really hope the council can support financially the local businesses that will 
make witney stand apart from other struggling towns. 
 

(1201) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, Bushey 
Ground) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It is great to be able to wander across the High Street anywhere with less chance of being run over.  We never 
park in the spaces anyway. 
 

(1202) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, Brize) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
No need for most cars to go up and down street. Should be more pedestrian focused. Makes for a much nicer 
environment to walk around. Safer and cleaner. 
 

(1203) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, Cotswold 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I fully support the closure of the High Street to traffic for the following reasons: 
1./ I believe business will prosper by the general public walking past their shops as opposed to driving past. 
2./ I believe that public safety will increase by not having passing traffic causing potential accidents. 
3./ I believe that it will be easier to keep the street clean without people dumping rubbish out of their car doors. 
4./ I believe it will make the High Street a safer place to be at night without parked cars *other than Taxis. 
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5./ I believe the High Street will be a more relaxed place with the vehicle ban in place. 
6./ I believe there will be less pollution with vehicles not being able to be sat on the side of the road running 
and/or driving down the High Street. 
7./ Witney currently has a large amount of 'free parking', there is no need to be parking on the side of the road 
down the High Street. 
8./ The road infrastructure in Witney is not great but the bottle necks are Bridge Street and Station Lane, I do 
not believe the closure of the High Street will have any adverse effects on either of these areas. 
 

(1204) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, Ripley 
Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support increased parking for the disabled on High St. I support reduction in traffic and pollution and general 
noise. The High St has been much more pleasant environment since the restrictions were put in place to 
support Covid. 
 

(1205) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, Ripley 
Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Like the idea of pedestrianising the Main Street…. Safer for shoppers and will improve street scene and 
introduce a cafe culture to Witney 
 

(1206) 
As an individual 
(Middle barton, Kirby close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The system seems to have worked recently 
 

(1207) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough Witney, 
marlborough crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
it would be a better shopping experience 
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(1208) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, 
Evenlode Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Restricting access to general traffic has created a more enjoyable, healthy and safe environment. There is 
exceptional parking in Witney with regard to proximity to shops and free parking. Nowhere is more than a five 
minute walk away and provision for disabled parking caters for those who can’t. 
It is wholly in keeping with current environmental concerns around air quality and encouraging use of transport 
other than the car. Shopowners concerns about loss of business are to do with other factors I feel. 
 
 

(1209) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, Main 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I like the Main Street being car free. If it were made permanent then businesses could further utilise the street 
- outdoor seating for cafes etc 
 

(1210) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, Main 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The High Street feels safer and there is adequate parking within minutes of the area. 
 

(1211) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, 
Reliance Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
This is needed to reduce air pollution in the town centre and traffic cutting through the centre rather than using 
Witan Way. If these measure are made permanent the signage needs to be clearer and there needs to be a 
more central access or exit point for traffic rather than it having to go on the wrong side of the road. Vehicles 
that are loading or unloading should also have marked bays on the High Street to avoid getting parking tickets. 
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(1212) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, 
Evenlode Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Just about every town in the country has a pedestrianised shopping street, Witney seems very far behind. 
Being able to shop without dodging traffic is a benefit. 
 

(1213) 
As an individual 
(Long Hanborough, Witney 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The high Street is much better without the constant flow of traffic and it is so pleasant to stroll around the 
shops in a more spacious area without the worry of traffic, it feels like many other town centres, I think taxis, 
disabled vehicles and buses are acceptable but not all the cars etc as before. 
 

(1214) 
As an individual 
(Leafield, Fairspear Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
It will be nicer to walk with reduced traffic 
 

(1215) 
As an individual 
(Leafield, Hatching lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Better shopping environment.Less pollution,safer and allows more street hospitality 
 

(1216) 
As an individual 
(Leafield, Lower End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The temporary traffic restrictions have been a huge boon to the town centre and have made it a far nicer place 
to be. There have been no negative impacts on traffic and there is no reason to re-open the road. 
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(1217) 
As an individual 
(Leafield, Lower End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The High St. and Market Sq. are much too busy these days to allow vehicles to mix with people. 
 

(1218) 
As an individual 
(Hanborough, Main road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think restricting traffic makes it safer to walk around Witney town centre. I support this. There is plenty of free 
parking around. 
 

(1219) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Delly End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think you should be even braver and but allow ANY vehicles at all, including buses, taxis, disabled, etc… 
 

(1220) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Giernalls Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
As a cyclist and as a pedestrian I feel a lot safer with the High Street being closed off. I also appreciate the 
reduction in fumes and welcome the calmer environment and cafe culture that is developing. 
 

(1221) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Middletown) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It makes High St shopping a much more pleasant experience - would be even better if the area was 
completely paved, with no kerbs. 
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(1222) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, The Coppice) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The town has been so much more pleasant without the traffic in the centre.  There is a lot of potential to create 
pleasant spaces for public use. 
 

(1223) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Broadmarsh 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It’s a much nicer/safer environment to shop in 
 

(1224) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Wroslyn) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
We need to stop prioritising cars and start prioritising people. With the High Street closed it makes walking 
through the town both nicer and safer. 
 

(1225) 
As an individual 
(Freeland, Wroslyn Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Cleaner. More space for pedestrians . Less localised pollution. 
 

(1226) 
As an individual 
(Finstock, Why??) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney High Street is looking poor, there needs to be a change in the way the centre is used, closing most of 
the traffic is a step towards making it a pleasant place to shop and meet friends. The parking is so good in 
Witney that there doesn't need to be any more spaces on the High Street - except of course for  disabled 
drivers. 
 



CMDHM5 

 

(1227) 
As an individual 
(Filkins, Filkins Hall) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The only reason to use the high street is as a short cut to other destinations which are served well by other 
routes. If we want a vibrant high street it needs to be a safe and enjoyable experience.  
That said i would like to make two points 1. I have noticed a build up of traffic on Witan Way leading to lengthy 
queues. I guess it is taking the load of the North bound traffic at peak times. If this is going to be permanent 
street planners need to look at the phasing of traffic lights and the mini roundabouts to the north of the town 
centre. 2. There should be a limit (low) to the number of blue badge parking spaces, which are amply provided 
for around the town centre, otherwise it defeats the object. Too many exceptions and you no longer have a 
traffic free town centre. 
 

(1228) 
As an individual 
(Fawler, Main St) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Restricting motor vehicles here creates a more welcoming space for pedestrians and businesses in the centre 
of Witney and encourages active travel which is healthier and helps to reduce climate change emissions. It 
also improves air quality in the town centre. 
 

(1229) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Hazeldene 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think that the Witney High Street has been so much nicer since the cars have been removed. It is far more 
pleasant to shop there now. I always park in the car parks near Waitrose and it is just a 2 minute walk through 
to the high street. It is great. 
 

(1230) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Mill Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Cleaning air and easy foo shopping 
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(1231) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Shakespeare 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
All the car parks are near by and I lovely to shop in a traffic free environment. 
 

(1232) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Clover Place) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There should be no need for most traffic to use these streets, and pedestrian use will be safer 
 

(1233) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Fruitlands) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Lots of free car parking without entering this area. 
 

(1234) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Thornbury 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The last 2 years have shown the value of restricting road traffic through Witney - it has significantly improved 
the feel of the town and has made it more liveable. There is plenty of parking in Woolgate for those who need 
to drive in to Witney. 
 

(1235) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Willows Edge) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Much pleasanter to walk around Witney centre with less traffic around 
 

(1236) 
As an individual 
(Eynsham, Willows Edge) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Proposal makes for calmer shopping. Makes me want to linger longer. 
 

(1237) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Witney, 
Church Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Pedestrian safety, pollution levels, noise 
 

(1238) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Park Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It is a much more pleasant place to visit and shop without the traffic noise, fumes and danger 
 

(1239) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Peel Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer environment. 
It has not affected business, Covid has 
 

(1240) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Peel Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
No need for car  traffic in the High Street, plenty of local parking and buses 
 

(1241) 
As an individual 
(Ducklington, Peel Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think prohibiting vehicles from the High Street will make it safer for pedestrians and reduced pollution in the 
area. 
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(1242) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(County Councillor, County 
Hall) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
We need to improve air quality and encourage active travel by making conditions safer and more pleasant for 
pedestrians and cyclists. This will also make our bus services more efficient. 
 

(1243) 
As an individual 
(Combe, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I fully support the introduction of a permanent prohibition of motor vehicles (except Blue Badge) covering High 
Street & Market Place in Witney because it iwill be safer to walk or cycle and easier for buses, thus potentially 
encouraging a move away from car reliance. Also, the air will cleaner  and the proposal will, I believe, 
encourage more people to visit Witney because it will be safer more enjoyable to walk along the High Street. 
We need to be strong on this otherwise we are never going to be able to take advantage of a car-free, 
friendlier and safer environment for all. 
 

(1244) 
As an individual 
(Combe, West End) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Reduce through traffic, reduce air and noise pollution, encourage walking 
 

(1245) 
As an individual 
(Chipping norton, High 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Better for shoppers = better for business.  Greener too 
 

(1246) 
As an individual 
(Chipping Norton, Park 
Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer more environmentally friendly… 
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(1247) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Crawborough) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I’ve enjoyed the lack of traffic on the High St, and the freedom 
It gives to pedestrians. I really believe we need to give more priority to pedestrians and cyclists in our town 
centres. To aid sense of community, give greater vibrancy to street life and to promote alternatives to car use. 
 

(1248) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Quarry Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I strongly support efforts to restrict traffic in the centre of Witney,  which will make it a much more attractive 
place for shoppers and those seeking entertainment. I am concerned that a small but vocal minority are 
seeking to prevent this popular policy from being enacted. 
 

(1249) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Sturt Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It will make Witney unique and responsive to current climate and air quality concerns. It will be a far more 
enjoyable experience to visit Witney. 
 

(1250) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, The Green) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The reduction in the traffic level has been welcome and makes the area more attractive.   As has the new 
addition to the number of blue badge bays.  The previous arrangement made by WODC last year which meant 
disabled drivers had to park on a steep slope was totally unacceptable. 
There would be less pollution if taxi and bus drivers were required to switch their engines off when stationary. 
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(1251) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Hundley Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think Witney is much nicer to visit now that pedestrianisation is creeping in keep up the good work. 
 

(1252) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Market Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney High Street is much more pleasant and safer now that it is not open to private motor traffic. I regularly 
travel to Witney by bus or bicycle (from Charlbury) and this has made a noticeable difference. 
 

(1253) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Nineacres 
Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think town centres should, wherever possible, be kept free of unnecessary traffic and air pollution, so as to be 
healthy, friendly spaces for people to spend time in, shopping, eating/drinking and meeting up with each other. 
In the case of Witney High Street plenty of car parking space is available in the Waitrose car park nearby. 
Apart from disabled access and parking, which is extremely important, there seems no need for the High 
Street to be a through road for cars. Making the temporary restrictions permanent would be a major 
recognition that the County Council, District Council and Town Council are taking the Climate Emergency, to 
which all are signed up, seriously. 
 

(1254) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Park Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Although there has been some concern from shop owners in the High Street, about the restrictions, there were 
only ever about 20 spaces for cars and most people park behind the High St in the Waitrose car park and walk 
through.  The restriction on traffic on the high street means that it is safer for people wanting to walk or cycle, 
and there is space for the bars and restaurants to use the pavements for outdoor hospitality, 
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(1255) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Sandford Park) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
1. Sustainability, we need to use fewer cars 2. Less air pollution - which causes ill health 3. supporting local 
businesses - more walking, cycling means more passing trade, as LTZs in London have illustrated. 
 

(1256) 
As an individual 
(Charlbury, Woodfield dr) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Because there is enough free parking in Witney already 
 

(1257) 
As an individual 
(Cassington, Lynton Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
This is exactly what Witney and other Oxfordshire towns need - a human-friendly central area! :) 
 

(1258) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Berryfield way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It’s changed the high street into a much calmer happier place - feels like a community feel 
 

(1259) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Birchwood) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Less traffic makes it more appealing to shop and go to witney. Also there are plenty of free parking spaces 
available close by. 
 

(1260) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Brizewood) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Pedestrianised high streets are the way forward. There's very little parking on the High Street, it would be 
better if it was all disabled and the only traffic would be buses and deliveries. Access from the free parking 
areas might need to be improved. Other than that, fully support the idea. 
 

(1261) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Elmhurst Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I feel safer with no traffic.  Additional blue badge parking would be great as cars would not need to park on 
double yellow lines on road towards Leisure centre and therefore reduces the risk of accidents 
 

(1262) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Empire Drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Vehicle prohibition allows for easier access to shops and easier movement around the town centre for 
pedestrians, and a more relaxed feel to the town centre in general. 
 

(1263) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Harvest 
crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Cleaner air, nicer high street environment and safer for everyone 
 

(1264) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Hill View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
These areas are much better now with no vehicles 
 

(1265) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Hill View) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
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Cleaner air and improved public transport flow is better. 
 

(1266) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Laburnum 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
To improve air quality and make the town centre safer for pedestrians 
 

(1267) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Shillbrook 
Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The more pedestrianised areas separated from traffic the better 
 

(1268) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Watsons Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The current set up has proved to work very well, long may it continue. 
 

(1269) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Willow drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I'm Disabled and find parking amazing with taxi busses ... 
When high Street was open to all people without a badge  very hard to find a place to park 
 

(1270) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Alvescot Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Reduces number of vehicles while maintaining accessibility to the high street for disabled drivers. There's 
plenty of parking fringe to the high street, e.g. by Waitrose 
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(1271) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Arkell Court) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I would go even further than the proposed alterations, stopping all vehicles going down the high street. We can 
then have a European style pedestrian area with restaurants and bars open to all. 
 

(1272) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Ash Avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I support the road being closed. It feels safer when shopping I have 3 young children and it makes it less 
stressful as there is more space to walk with our pram and it's not busy up and down the road. Please keep it 
closed. 
 

(1273) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Barley Crescent) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
Having fewer vehicles in this area will make it much more inviting for pedestrians. Having less noise and 
pollution and more space will make the centre of Witney much more attractive. Hopefully it will also encourage 
a shift to public transport or active travel as these will still have access. 
 

(1274) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Bluebell Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
A traffic free town centre will enable a more vibrant town and better experience for visitors. I believe it will 
increase footfall for local businesses 
 

(1275) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Bovingdon road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Cars used to drive through too fast and now it is blocked it is very nice and calm, much safer and pleasant to 
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shop in witney. For those of us who use prams or are handicapped in any way it is much safer plus healthier in 
terms of pollution and staying safe from covid. 
 

(1276) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Cedar Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I am in favour of the proposal as, as a grand mother and great grandmother the pollution  from exhaust fumes, 
have always been a concern of mine, especially as they tend to be at pushchair height. Also after shopping in 
Witney on Monday, 8/11, I noticed the high street was busy with shoppers, but pleasant to walk around without 
having to dodge the continual line of traffic which was always present before. 
 

(1277) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Hardngham 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
There is ample free parking in Witney for day to day requirements, The current 'temporary' access is wokring 
perfectly well 
 

(1278) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Mayfield close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney has been so much easier to navigate as a pedestrian during my regular visits since the restriction of 
motor vehicle access began. 
 

(1279) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Mayfield close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I am supporting as I feel it is safer for pedestrians to cross the road in the high street as there is much less 
traffic since the restriction. 
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(1280) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Milestone Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Because the street is much nicer without being gridlocked with traffic 
 

(1281) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Sedge Way) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I believe that for those that live and work in the centre of Witney the restrictions will improve air quality, reduce 
noise pollution and be a more welcoming area tom visit and shop. It will also give the council opportunities for 
more events, on street hospitality and improve the natural environment with more planters ( pollinator friendly), 
more small trees and even  a spring/summer meadow as they have had this year in Broad Street,Oxford. 
 

(1282) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Shillbrook 
avenue) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
I do it think you should have disabled access to Witney high street. All of the local free car parks have disabled 
parking which is sufficient 
 

(1283) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, Stocks lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I love the no traffic of Witney high street, it’s not so dangerous for children an the elderly, i believe it needs to 
stay like this, who ever says it needs to open again just be bothered to park in the ample many parking spaces 
Witney provides, I had an argument the other day someone who said “think of those who can’t just nip out an 
get a baguette from sandwich de Witney.. here’s my reply walk.. use the bus!! Use Mac Donald’s drive 
through.. businesses won’t suffer that bad, if people want the shop they’ll use it.. regardless of if you open the 
town centre or not!! Just plain old laziness.. please leave it closed it’s much better an nicer this way.. Witney 
WILL learn to adapt 
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(1284) 
As an individual 
(Carterton, The Lawns) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The high street is a much safer place and more pleasurable to shop in without all the vehicles. Full 
pedestrianisation would be even better. 
 

(1285) 
As an individual 
(Burford, Frethern Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Safer for everyone.Good for the buses and taxis.Good clear view up and down the road.Nice to not have to 
rush across the road.Plenty of parking already in the area for access to shopping.But agree with extra parking 
for disabled.Well done and hope it goes ahead. 
 

(1286) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, Manor Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
The proposals will make it safer for people using the centre of Witney.  Too many vehicles used to speed 
through Market Square/High Street without any need to be there.  Witney has ample free parking spaces. 
 

(1287) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, The 
Fosseway) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Apart from disabled and taxis buses and delivery vehicles there is no need to drive through the high street.  I 
believe use of town centre shops will increase with closure to vehicles as I remember happening in Oxford 
when Cornmarket was closed to traffic.. 
 

(1288) 
As an individual 
(Brize Norton, Wilkins 
Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Since the temporary restrictions have been introduced I have found Market Square to be genuinely safer and 
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more pleasant to visit as a shopping destination. Modern town centres are evolving and in my view their future 
lays in providing safe, quiet and family friendly refuges for people of all ages to meet and spend, meet up for a 
coffee or have a meal out. The proposed restrictions will make it much more likely for me to visit Market 
Square for that purpose. 
I am also a very strong supporter of any proposals that aim to encourage the use of public transport while 
simultaneously allowing an easier access to disabled parking spaces for those who need them. 
 

(1289) 
As an individual 
(Bicester, Westacott Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Visiting Witney on a fairly regular basis, I agree with the above proposals. 
 

(1290) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Calais Dene) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I’ve lived in the area since 2007 & I think my family have parked on the high street maybe twice in that time, I 
strongly support the pedestrianisation. 
It used to take so long to cross the road, which was very frustrating, there were also quite a few anti-social 
drivers who showed off on the high street. It’s much better now. 
There is plenty of parking nearby so in my opinion there is absolutely no need to park on the high street and 
I’m not sure why anyone would bother (unless they were disabled or a delivery driver) 
I think there is lots of reasons why the businesses are struggling (concerns around covid, changes in shopping 
habits, people working from home so aren’t in town as much, increased costs of living and fuel costs etc 
leaving less disposable income) and I don’t see how a handful of parking spaces is to blame.  
This section of road being closed does not affect travel in Witney as there are plenty of convenient alternative 
routes to each end of town, it’s honestly been so nice being able to cross the road with ease day & night and 
to feel safe doing so, I’m in my early 20s and my friends also don’t believe that this closure to blame for 
decreased footfall. 
This closure is probably also good for the environment as it encourages people to be less lazy and to walk 2 
mins from the car park instead  
Thanks 
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(1291) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Calais Dene) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
To make the High Street safer for pedestrians and to improve air quality in the shopping area. 
 

(1292) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Bridge Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
High Street in Witney should be pedestrianised to allow for street use by cafe's etc and to improve shopping 
experience 
 

(1293) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Calais Dene) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The high Street will be safer for all including children and the elderly. 
The shopping experience will be better without having to wait for lights to change or wait for drivers to show 
consideration to pedestrians  on the other crossing points. 
Cafes could be extended on to the street area. 
There will be more room for walking around town, the pavements are quite narrow at the moment making it 
tricky for people with pushchairs or those with disabilities. 
The restrictions will help to reduce emissions from vehicles using the high street and will make for cleaner air 
in the immediate vicinity. 
I think access for unloading, buses and taxis and disability parking and access should only be allowed in this 
area. 
I also think that free parking should stay to ensure people continue to shop. 
I also think that premises should be more affordable. 
New ideas such as using an empty shop as a small market pop up type area would be good for small business 
in the town, maybe a buy a table scheme.  
I also think that although very busy at times the road system can support vehicle going around the town 
avoiding the high street works well. 
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(1294) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, GILES PLACE) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
It has worked well todate only problem is the bottle neck of traffic on perimeter roads this needs to be 
improved if high street to remain closed. 
 

(1295) 
As an individual 
(Bampton, Woodley drive) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think that the restrictions create a better shopping environment.  
 
 

(1296) 
As an individual 
(Aston Bampton, Bull 
Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
.. 
 

(1297) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Back Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
No need for through traffic on Witney high street for cars. Keeping the restrictions in place will encourage more 
sustainable forms of transport to be used and make the high street a more pleasant place to shop. 
 

(1298) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Bampton Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
To make the town centre a more pleasant environment for pedestrians 
Reduced air pollution in town centre 
Encourages active travel 
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(1299) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Foxwood) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I would like to suggest the inclusion of a cycle lane and better bike storage facilities.  
I feel much safer when shopping due to the reduction of traffic. I am autistic (but no blue badge) and struggle 
with sensory difficulties. The sound and smell of motor vehicles can be overwhelming and prevent me from 
feeling comfortable and confident when walking down the high street. I have much preferred shopping with the 
temporary measures in place and fully support the suggested permanent solution. The reduction in noise and 
air pollution will be beneficial to all. 
 

(1300) 
As an individual 
(Aston, Kiln close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
I think Witney has been a lot better/safer/a nicer place since the restrictions. Due to the amount of free parking 
there is no need to drive/park on the high street. I’m very much in favour of making the improvements 
permenant! 
 

(1301) 
As a business 
(Aston, Woodbridge Close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Current disabled parking spaces are still quite a way from the high street shops, so if the high street and 
market square had some permanent blue badge spaces this would help disabled users considerably. However 
these new spaces would need to be properly monitored either by intelligent ANPR cameras that can detect the 
display of blue badges (e.g. https://www.bucksfreepress.co.uk/news/10283225.council-reveals-blue-badge-
schemes-for-anpr-controlled-car-parks)  as I can see this scheme being abused to the point of it being 
pointless. 
 

(1302) 
As an individual 
(Asthall, Swinbrook Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Because I love the way that Witney High Street now feels more pleasant without the traffic. I want levels of air 
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pollution in my local town to reduce. In the long run, I believe that businesses would thrive with the relaxed, 
pedestrian atmosphere. 
 

(1303) 
As an individual 
(Asthall, N/A there is only 
one road through the village 
and it doesn't have a 
name.) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 
 
It will increase air quality on the high street which will save the health services money, make more pedestrians 
able to use the high street as the walkable area will be wider,  will make it easier for those who cannot walk 
long distances & use cars and have a blue parking 'plaque' to park close to the shops which will increase 
accessibility to the high street and increase income for the high street. 
 

(1304) 
As an individual 
(Ascott under Wychwood, 
High Street) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
Witney is a much more pleasant place to shop now traffic is reduced in High St 
 

(1305) 
As an individual 
(ALvescot, Thorpes Field) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
As a parent with young children and a pram I have found it much safer and calmer to shop in Witney without 
the high traffic flow throughout the centre of town. I now shop more in Witney town centre because of the lack 
of busy, speeding traffic, reduced road noise and cleaner air. I therefore support the pedestrianisation of the 
high street. 
 

(1306) 
As part of a 
group/organisation 
(Abingdon, Bostock Road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – Support 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
The motor vehicle restrictions make Witney High Street a much friendlier, safer and healthier place to meet 
people, have a coffee and shop.  
In a health and climate crisis it is essential that we take major steps away from the private car and taking this 
pleasurable and positive step should be one of the easiest. We are going to have to make much more difficult 
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decisions to achieve Net Zero.   
In addition, we face a public health crisis with 100,000 people a year dying early of causes linked to physical 
inactivity. We need to be building activity into our lives, and this is again a positive way to do this. 
 

(1307) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Colwell) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – No opinion 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I think it’s nicer / easier and safer with no cats driving though town and no need to when parking options are 
nearby anyway 
 

(1308) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Farmers close) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – No opinion 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
You haven't mentioned what the proposals are but then ask us to comment on them. 
 

(1309) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Queen Emma’s 
Dyke) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – No opinion 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Why would shopkeepers lie? If they are losing business we should re-open 
 

(1310) 
As an individual 
(Minster Lovell, O'Connors 
road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – No opinion 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
I don't bother shopping in Witney anymore. The parking regs change at random. When that happens signage 
is at best poor. I have a blue badge but it's of little use in Witney. The town is dying. Pedestianising the high 
street will quicken it's demise. Witney used to be great. All the good shops have gone. I would use the lighting 
and sewing machine shop, but parking anywhere near there is almost impossible. It's difficult to drive, avoid 
folk running across the road in front of you and try to look for miniscule parking regs signs at the same 
time....far easier to just buy online or go to Hobbycraft at Botley. You can park right outside. 
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(1311) 
Rather not say 
(Long hanborough, Main 
road) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – No opinion 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
Where are the buses on the taxes and the disabled people go be parked up if you close off off-road knee high 
street for vehicles is unfair to let the disabled people park in Waitrose car park where there is not enough 
disabled bays spect and walk all the way to the main high Street 
 

(1312) 
As an individual 
(Hailey, Singewood Lane) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – No opinion 
Parking Amendments – No opinion 

 
We are very fortunate that there are alternative routes via Witan Way and Welch Way but if you end up closing 
the High Street it is essential that stopping outside such places as Greggs is enforced as at present it a) 
creates back up down Welch Way and is b) hazardous to pedestrians.  White vans notoriously stop and pop in 
at busy times and with more traffic using that route it is now a dangerous area and visability is really poor.  I 
thoroughly approve of you creating more disabled parking around High Street shops. 
 

(1313) 
As an individual 
(Witney, Manor Rd) 

 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition – No opinion 
Parking Amendments – Support 

 
My child has a disability and a blue badge, it is much easier to park with the road closed 
 

 


